
Winter Conference Hosted by Bismarck Post #1
The 2022 Winter Conference will be hosted by 

Bismarck’s American Legion Loyd Spetz Post #1 on 
January 28-30, 2022, to be held at the Ramkota in 
Bismarck.  Commander Steve Anderson is presiding 
over the conference meetings and providing meeting 
support to the following affiliated organizations within 
our Department; The American Legion Auxiliary, The 
Sons of the American Legion and the Legion Riders.  

You can fill out and mail the Advanced Registration 
and Banquet ticket Order Form for the Winter 
Conference on page 16.  The price of the pre-registration 
banquet ticket is $30 and increases to $35 after January 
12th.  A limited number of tickets are available at the 
registration desk and is on a first come first serve basis.  
Advanced Registration forms will not be accepted after 
January 19th and you will be required to register at the 
Winter Conference. 

The Legion Family receives a discounted room rate 
with the Ramkota in Bismarck.  Please call the hotel 
directly to make your room reservation by calling 701-
258-7700.  

Department Oratorical Chairman Mike Weyrauch 
will be in charge of the State High School Oratorical 
Contest Finals on Saturday afternoon.  Once this 
program has begun, access to this event will be 
restricted, minimizing any interruptions during the 
student’s speeches.  These students are phenomenal and 
always provide exciting and inspirational orations. See 
last year’s Oratorial Contest winner’s speech below!  

The Winter Conference is a great time to learn what 
your American Legion is doing both on the Department 
and National levels, so be sure to mark your calendars! 

As the North 
Dakota Department 
Chaplain, I had the 
privilege of attending 
an event at which a 
young man stood out 
among the crowd. 
Jacob Schulz, son 
of Steven and Susan 
Schulz, from Fargo, 
ND, won the 2020-
2021 American Legion 
Oratorical Contest, 
with his stirring speech. 
Jacob graduated 
homeschooling this 
past year and will be 
attending Hillsdale 
College in Michigan 

fall of 2021 likely for a major in politics. He credits entering 
the American Legion Oratorical contest with providing a 
tremendous opportunity to learn more about the United States 
constitution and how to best communicate that knowledge 
to others. He considers winning the state contest one of the 
greatest achievements of his high school career and is thankful 
for the opportunity to share his passion for government with 
so many veterans who have sacrificed for America’s freedom. 
Read Jacob’s winning speech: 

The Guardian of Democracy, By Jacob Schulz
You open your news app, scroll through the headlines, 

and read again and again the glorious achievements of your 
president. Thanks to his leadership, your nation is winning 
the war, its economy is booming, food and other goods 
are plentiful. You do wonder for a moment why the draft 
continues, why you’ve just undergone your third pay cut, and 
why dinner will be slim tonight, but the president knows what 
he’s doing. Big Brother will make sure you’re taken care of! 

This hypothetical may seem far-fetched, after all, how 
could anyone be so blinded, but this scenario is more plausible 
than you may think. George Orwell, in his dystopian novel 
1984, illustrated the power of the media to manipulate the 
opinions of the populace (Orwell). A free press with integrity, 
however, uses its power not to manipulate, but to inform 
the opinions of the people, allowing them to make up their 
own minds based on the facts. A free nation cannot survive 
without the free press. The Founding Fathers created the First 
Amendment to protect it. History shows us the danger when 
tyrannical governments undermine it. And in present-day 
America, media bias threatens to destroy it. When you leave 
this room today, I hope you are convinced of the importance 
of the free press and inspired to take a stand for integrity in 
the media, because a free press with integrity is the guardian 
of democracy. 

The Founding Fathers understood this vital role of the 
media in the preservation of democracy. They had seen the 
power of a free press, and the danger the government posed 
to it in 1735, when journalist John Peter Zenger published 
criticism of the British royal governor of New York. As 
recorded by Encyclopedia Britannica, Zenger was brought 
up on libel charges, but was acquitted since what he had 
published about the governor was true. The case was a 
landmark in the recognition of the press’s right to inform 

the people, even if that meant publishing criticism of the 
government, but it also showed the government’s desire to 
silence that criticism. (Britannica, Par. 1-3) In order to preserve 
America’s press from such treatment, the Founding Fathers 
crafted the First Amendment to the constitution: “Congress 
shall make no law…. Abridging the freedom… of the press.” 
(US Constitution) Ever since this amendment was ratified in 
1791, it has stood as a bulwark to safeguard the press from 
government intervention. The battle wasn’t over yet, however. 
In 1798, President John Adams signed into law the Sedition 
Act, which allowed the prosecution of journalists who 
criticized the government. As History.com records, at least 26 
people were prosecuted under this act, but states fought back. 
Kentucky and Virginia passed resolutions condemning the act, 
and in 1800, John Adams was voted out of office. By 1801 
the act expired, but the country had learned a valuable lesson. 
Citizens had to remain attentive and involved, ready to take a 
stand for the free press. (History.com, “Sedition Act Debates”) 
Future citizens of other nations would learn this same lesson, 
but too late to protect their free press from the devastating 
effects of censorship and propaganda. 

Such was the situation in Germany during the 1930s 
and 40s. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
documents the Nazi rise to power. Hitler and his men 
systematically strangled the free press, banning books, 
newspapers, musical works, radio programs, and even films. 
They seized control of publishers and media companies. 
Anything negative regarding the party’s doings or positions 
was hunted down and destroyed. In the end, every aspect of 
the press was censored. Joseph Goebbels, the German minister 
of propaganda filled that ensuing information void. He saw 
to it that Germans of all ages were constantly bombarded by 
the Nazi narrative. Jews were vilified, Hitler eulogized, and 
Nazi policies justified. As Hitler’s tanks blitzkrieged Europe, 
Goebbel’s propaganda blitzkrieged the minds of the German 
people. Truth was contorted and suppressed, luring an entire 
nation to its own destruction. (United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, Par. 1-4) Germany, once a free democracy, 
was now oppressed by tyranny—tyranny facilitated by the 
systematic destruction of the free press.

The 1966 cultural revolution in China shows us once 
again the danger of censorship and propaganda. In the book 
“Red Scarf Girl” Ji-Li Jiang recounts the effectiveness of 
Mao Zedong’s propaganda campaign. The children growing 
up during this time were taught to hate the rich, any who 
owned land, and any who stood in the way of communism. 
Local newspapers and any material disagreeing with the 
government’s narrative were eliminated. This propaganda and 
censorship ensured that Mao Zedong’s tyrannical government 
achieved dominance and ruled secure. (Jiang, pp. 265-266) 
Both Mao and Hitler rose to power on the grave of the free 
press. When the government took control of the media, the 
press lost its freedom, and the nation soon followed. Thanks 
to the U.S. constitution, America’s press remains protected 
from the government, but a sinister new foe threatens it: media 
bias. Although free from government censorship, many media 
organizations now censor themselves, deliberately suppressing 
facts and stories that contradict their political agenda. 
Although free to report the truth, many media organizations 
today embrace propaganda, carefully manipulating news and 
facts to support their political views. This media bias breaks 
overwhelmingly towards one side of the political spectrum. 

In a 2013 recent Gallup poll, only 7% of journalists in the US 
news media identified as conservative. (Hemingway, Par. 5). 
No matter which political views are over or under-represented, 
such a severe imbalance should alarm all Americans. 

Political journalist Dan Whitfield expounds: “The U.S. 
Constitution safeguarded the principle of a free press, and to 
see it controlled by huge majorities of like-minded people is 
a cause for concern...Major newsrooms show a stunning lack 
of diversity in political thought. (Whitfield, sec. 2) With one 
set of political views so overwhelmingly predominant, bias is 
bound to exist. As political economist Daniel Sutter concluded 
from his research, it is nearly impossible for journalists’ 
political views not to affect their reporting. This fact 
compounds the danger of the U.S. media’s abysmal political 
diversity. (Sutter, pp. 402-403) Worse yet many journalists 
today no longer strive to mitigate the effect of their personal 
beliefs on their reporting. Instead, they embrace the power 
they have to manipulate the opinions of the people. From 
July 2020 to October 2020, a study conducted by the Media 
Research Center found that less than 8% of media coverage 
regarding Republican President Donald Trump was positive. 
In comparison, 66% of Democratic presidential nominee Joe 
Biden’s coverage was positive. (Newsbusters, Par. 3-5) 

Whatever your political views may be, these statistics 
should alarm you. As media organizations in the United 
States place their political agendas ahead of the truth, they 
forsake their sacred duty to honestly inform the people, and 
they dishonor the sacrifice of those who have fought and died 
to protect the First Amendment. The press we have today 
has abandoned the responsibility placed upon them by the 
constitution, putting America’s freedom in jeopardy. 

The Founding Fathers established the constitution to 
protect the press from the government. Thousands of American 
soldiers have fought and died to defend that constitution. We 
cannot let their sacrifice be in vain. America will not remain 
a free nation without the free press. Americans must stand for 
integrity in the media. How? Check multiple sources. Read 
and watch with discernment. Ask yourself: “Is there a political 
agenda behind this article or video?”  “Am I being given news 
and facts or merely opinions designed to illicit an emotional 
response?” “Am I actively seeking the truth, or am I blindly 
believing whatever my favorite media organization asserts?” 
If these questions uncover blatant media bias, cancel your 
subscriptions, and withhold your viewership. Write to the 
editor, call your news station, make it clear to them, that you 
will only support factual reporting and balanced coverage. 
Encourage your friends and family members to do the same. 
Persuade them of the fundamental importance of a free press 
and the danger of media bias. Call on them to join you in the 
fight for journalistic integrity. Without the free press, America 
cannot remain free. The Constitution protects the press from 
government propaganda and censorship, but it is the duty of 
the citizens to fight against bias within the press itself. Only we 
the people can ensure that as future generations of Americans 
scroll through their news apps, they are being informed, not 
manipulated by the media. Only we the people can prevent 
George Orwell’s dystopian future from becoming reality. 
Only we the people can ensure that the free press continues 
to stand guard over America’s democracy. Our free nation 
depends on it.

FARGO GRAD WINS AMERICAN LEGION ORATORICAL CONTEST

Dept. Cdr Steve Anderson



Page 2    December 2021 North Dakota Legion News

Please Patronize our Advertisers. 
Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their businesses in our 

publications.
Let’s let them know that we appreciate them.

Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email npi@comcast.net to get 
advertising pricing and placement information. 

West Dakota
Oil C Store

450 Villard Street East
Dickinson, North Dakota

(701) 225-4700

Gregory J. Norman

The Historic
Norman Funeral Home
“The Community’s Choice Since 1882”
Monuments and Funeral Pre arranging

2950 S. Washington
Grand Forks

(701) 746-4337
www.NormanFuneral.com

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
TM ® SM

Corteva Agriscience
Wahpeton Production

17835 Highway 13
Wahpeton, ND 58075

701-642-5300

HIRSHFIELD’S PAINTS • BENJAMIN MOORE
PPG • AXALTA • RUST-OLEUM • GRACO

BISMARCK: 1940 East Century Avenue (701) 751-2090

FARGO: 100 36th Street South, Suite 130 (701) 235-5049

MINOT: 923 20th Avenue Southeast (701) 837-1923

SIOUX FALLS: 3413 South Minnesota Avenue (605) 336-3620

TEA SD: 27164 Linda Avenue (605) 213-0088

hirshfields.com

I had the pleasure of going to 
Bismarck on 2 October for the 5th 
District Fall meeting. The meeting 
was very informative and well run. 
I also had the pleasure of going to 
Jamestown and visiting their All 
Vets club on 9 October. The meal 
afterwards was quite delicious. 
The most important part was the 
chance to get out and visit and 

meet new people. If you ever get the chance try it, see 
when another Post is having their meeting and show up 
for some good times and maybe take something back to 
your Post that may help.

During my time as 3rd District Commander and 
Vice Commander I was able to make it to many of the 
active Posts in my District. I would really like a chance 
to come visit your post as well. I sent a letter out to 
your adjutants and commanders requesting when you 
have an event to let me know. If I can make it, I will 
try. I enjoy seeing how other Posts run their meeting 
and seeing what they are doing in their communities.

Up next will be the Winter Conference to be held in 
Bismarck 28-30 January 2022. I sure do hope to see the 
Central Region well represented there. The Oratorical 
contest is one of the highlights of the conference. It is 
quite fun to watch those young kids give their speeches.

Also, to be discussed at the Winter Conference 
will be where your spring District meeting will be held. 
Please have that information ready for the Department 
Staff.

Speaking of the Spring District meeting we will 
need your CPR (Consolidated Post Report) turned in. 
Last year the Central Region had 100% turned in. Let’s 
keep it up!!!!

Troy Reemtsma
Central Region Vice Commander

Military Retirement, VA 
Health Care, GI Bill, Property 
Tax Deductions, ND Education 
Benefits for Family Members, 
and many other benefits that 
we relish in as Veterans...  
Membership takes on a whole 
new meaning when you realize 
that without the Veterans who 

came before us and CARED enough to ensure 
WE would be “taken care of” for our sacrifices in 
uniform, it is entirely possible that these benefits we 
enjoy would be non-existent. THANK YOU! When 
I talk to young servicemembers about joining The 
American Legion I usually default to simply uttering 
“Professionals belong to professional organizations” 
and I believe that wholeheartedly, but is it enough? 
If we don’t encourage OUR generation to convey 
the message that “we care for veterans” why would 
they want to be a part of The American Legion? I 
challenge all of you; Get out there and share your 
story. Encourage young veterans to join our ranks and 
“pay-it-forward” for the benefits that they enjoy.  The 
next generation(s) of service members need us!

Thank you, Harwood Post 297, for hosting our 
East Region Joint Fall Meeting. It was a pleasure to 
be back amongst my American Legion Family. Our 
next opportunity to gather will be Winter Conference 
in Bismarck on January 28-30. Let’s do our best to 
have every post in Districts 1,2, and 10 represented.  
Until we meet again.

Clarence Carroll III
Eastern Region Vice Commander

ACOVA 
REPRESENTATIVES

Every year in the spring, our 
Department is asked to present 
two names to the Governor for his 
review to select one individual to 
be appointed to the Administrative 
Committee on Veterans Affairs 
(ACOVA). The ACOVA is comprised 
of fifteen appointed veterans, three 

from each of the five principal veteran organizations, 
ND Veterans of Foreign Wars, ND American Legion, ND 
AmVets, ND Disabled American Veterans and the ND 
Vietnam Veterans of America. These individuals who are 
appointed serves a three-year term. There are an additional 
four members on the board but are non-voting members of 
the Committee.

The process in the past has been accomplished 
by seeking out individuals to serve. A change is being 
implemented by asking members to apply and submit a 
cover letter and a short biography or resume’ to the Board 
prior to the Winter Conference in January. A committee 
has been created to review these packets and make a 
recommendation to the Department Executive Committee 
Board for the selection and submission of two names to 
the Governor.  The committee meets basically four times 
a year, maybe more as necessary, during the legislative 
session. This committee works closely with the ND 
Veterans Coordinating Council and both are responsible 
for preparing and presenting bills to the legislature that 
would affect veterans.  

If you are interested in serving on this committee, 
please contact the Department Adjutant at the Department 
Headquarters for additional information. Visit with your 
regional Vice Commanders and DEC representatives. Most 
important is to put together a packet for the committee with 
a cover letter and a biography of yourself, military service, 
personal and career information. Please remember the DEC 
is only allowed to submit two names and the Governor 
selects his appointment and it will be based on your input. 
It is also imperative to understand that the Legion and 
these appointments are not political positions, so please 
do not include any party affiliation or political positioning. 
If you are interested in a position on this committee send 
your information to the Department Adjutant.
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Greetings Everyone! 
Wow, time is really flying by this year. It’s an honor 

and a privilege to serve as your Department Commander. 
Thus far, after our East Region on October 30, I have 
attended 30 events across our great state and have no 
plans to slow down. Coming up, I have Post meetings, 
community events, Galas and anything else Posts would 
like me to attend.  As said before, if your Post is doing 
anything, I’d behonored to attend.

Fall District meetings are finished. We did something 
different this year and held them on the weekends hoping to 
attract more members. It worked in a few districts and not 
in others. It’s something different and may take some time 
to catch on. Those I have spoken with that attended these 
meetings really like the idea. They were able to get home 
without driving in the dark for hours. Spring meetings 
are coming up right around the corner. Let’s get to work 
on which Posts would like to hold their Spring meeting. 
Get together with your District Commanders and let them 
know. The sooner we can lock these down, the earlier we 
can get the message out to everyone.

Oratorical contests are starting soon. This is an 
awesome program within our organization. Get into the 
schools and talk with the students and let them know about 
the program and the scholarships that are awarded. Dates, 
locations, and times are already set for the District Contests 
and are posted in this paper.

Winter Conference this year is in Bismarck on January 
28-30, 2022. Our National Commander Paul Dillard will 
be in attendance. Let’s all plan to attend and show our 
National Commander how The American Legion in the 
great state of North Dakota does things. The office staff 

is working hard on getting the event all set up for us. The 
Winter conference is also the time that Legionnaires step 
up and start their campaign for the upcoming year.  

The events I’ve attended and will attend in the future 
give me the opportunity to get my message out about 
“PTSD and Suicide Awareness”. I’ve made a television 
spot with ND Cares that has been broadcast throughout the 
State regarding this. I’ve had great response from many 
people that have seen this. As I’ve said, I can talk about 
this now.  I suffer from PTSD daily and have contemplated 
suicide on occasions.  I’ve gotten help with this, thanks to 
my wonderful wife Michele who gave me an option, “Get 
help or get out!” She wasn’t kidding. I got help, which got 
me out of this dark hole I’d been living in and lying to 
myself and everyone about. I can’t do this alone; I need 
everyone’s help. You see someone down and out, talk to 
them, check on them. We all need someone/help every now 
and again.  As I have said many times, “I’d rather hear your 
story than attend your funeral.”

Membership: National Vice Commander has 
challenged everyone in our Region to get to 90% by 
December 25. Membership Chairman Todd Rikke has 
assured me this can be done. We need EVERYONES help 
on this!  

CPR’s (Consolidated Post Reports), my challenge is 
100% this year. My District Commanders know this and 
have the authority to contact the Post if needed and get 
these submitted.  

In closing, I want to thank everyone for all that they 
do for The American Legion in our great state. Keep up the 
great work and continue marching!
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Greetings Legion Family,
Thank you for the opportunity you gave me to be your 

National Executive Committeeman. Without being able to 
meet in person, all appointments were held over one year. 
I worked with our Commander and Past NEC Bob Krause 
to find legionnaires who would like to be reappointed and 
find new ones to fill the committee. Fall meetings were held 
in person in Indianapolis and Commander Steve Anderson 
and Alternate NECman Roger Sateren and I went over 
them with the committee and the appointments are done. 

Alternate NECman Roger Sateren and I attended new 
NEC training and the NEC meetings. All committees made 
their reports, and the financial report is the one everybody 
watches the most.  The American Legion is doing well so 
no dues increase any time soon. 

With COVID still hanging on, National Commander 
Dillard has cancelled the Washington Conference in 
February 2022.

Thank you again for this opportunity. If I can help you 
in any way, please call. 

Have You Paid Your 
2022 Membership Dues?

Learn to save a life
Sanford Health EMS Education

Our qualified, experienced team offers 
a variety of emergency care courses 
for teens, adults, or those looking for a 
career change. For the highest level of 
convenience, the training is offered at 
flexible hours and locations.

Courses include:
  • CPR   • AED Training
  • First Aid   • EMT Classes*
  • ABCs of Babysitting   • Paramedic Training*
  • Pediatric First Aid       *College credit available

Visit sanfordhealthemseducation.org
to learn more.

EMS Education
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

701.858.1200
SRT.COM /  

Get fast internet from SRT in 3 easy steps
   1. Contact Us

   2. Pick A Package

   3. Love Your WiFi

We set the pace
American Federal leads the way with financial 
advice and business solutions. From start-up to 
finish line, our Ag, Business, and Personal Bankers 
know the track well. Follow the leaders in financial 
advice with American Federal.

Fargo
215 N 5th St.
(701) 235-4248

Fargo South
1301 30th Ave. S.
(701) 235-9906

Moorhead
601 Center Ave.
(218) 233-2791

Greetings, 
Districts 6 and 9 held their 

consolidated Fall District Meeting 
on Sunday, October 10th, at Post 
253 in White Shield, ND. It was 
well attended by members of 
both Districts. Timothy Deneke 
from Powers Lake Post 96 was 
nominated and elected as the 

District 9 Commander for 2021-22 at this meeting. I 
want to welcome him at this time. I am confident he 
will do a good job supporting District 9.

On Saturday, October 23rd, I also attended the 
District 7 Fall Meeting which was hosted by Post 189 
in Hazen. It was well attended by District Membership, 
the Post and the State Leadership Team.

I also attended the 2021 District 8 Fall Meeting 
which was hosted by Post 3 in Dickinson on October 
23rd. This meeting was also well attended by the District 
Membership, the Post and the State Leadership Team.

One of the main topics at all the Fall District 
Meetings concerned recruitment and retention of 
membership. Last year, West Region did a great job 
in this area. Let’s keep it up and strive to reach a goal 
of 100% in each of our Posts.  In conjunction with 
the recruitment and retention issue, I encourage our 
members to enroll in the American Legion Extension 
Institute Basic Training online courses.

Members need to get active in helping out with 
the youth programs such as Boys and Girls State, 
Oratorical Contests, and American Legion Baseball. 
I would like you to support the Boys and Girls State 
by encouraging the students to apply. High School 
Students also need to be made aware of the opportunity 
for them to apply for the Oratorical Contests.

It is important that the Consolidated Program 
Reports (CPR) are kept current and up to date within 
our Posts. The CPR forms will go out in March of 
2022.

And, as always, we are coming into the holiday 
season starting with Veterans Day and moving on 
through Thanksgiving and Christmas. It is very 
important to conduct Buddy Checks for Post Members 
and Veterans and to encourage members of our Posts 
to make Buddy Checks on a regular basis to ensure 
that members of the American Legion Family do 
not feel isolated during the holidays. This includes 
providing rides to Veterans Day Programs, any other 
appointments, or visits over a cup of coffee. A valuable 
resource to make you more knowledgeable on how to 
do Buddy Checks, is available at www.legion.org/
buddycheck

I encourage all District and Post Leadership and 
Members to sign up with myLegion.org and verify 
your personal information and email address.

In closing, I want to wish you all a safe and 
enjoyable Holiday Season!

Tom Ryan
Western Region Vice Commander

Mental Health and the Holidays
For people struggling with mental health concerns, 

the holiday season may only make their symptoms worse. 
Studies show, 64% of people with mental health concerns 
report the holidays makes their condition worse. This 
holiday season know the signs that someone you love may 
be struggling and how to help. Some signs you can look 
for can include:

	 feeling down or depressed
	 extreme mood changes
	 avoidance 
	 changes in regular habits such as sleeping or eat-

ing
	 substance abuse 
	 giving away personal items
	 telling people good-bye 

What can you do to help? Talk to the person in 
crisis. Assess the situation to determine if the person is in 
imminent danger of hurting themselves or someone else. If 
the situation is high risk as the person has already harmed 
themselves, call local emergency services. If not, connect 
the veteran with the Veterans Crisis Line. Call 800-273-
8255 and press 1, Chat online, or Text 838255. This 
service is FREE, CONFIDENTIAL, and open 24/7/365. 
It is available to veterans, caregivers, family, and friends.

How Legion members can assist veterans in their 
communities with VA benefits

We all know word of mouth advertising is the best 
when it comes to spreading the word of any new business 
or resource. So why not use our members to assist other 
veterans in our communities with getting benefits they 
deserve while possibility growing our own membership? 

How many times have you asked someone to join the 
American Legion and when they respond with “what does 
the American Legion do for veterans” do you not have an 
answer? Many people do not care about what is happening 
in Washington DC – they want to see something right here 
that can assist them. That is where veteran service officers 
can help. Getting involved and establishing a great working 
relationship with your local county VSO or another VSO 
that is willing to assist (only if your local VSO is not able 
to assist) can be instrumental in building that relationship 
with local veterans and the bridge to the VA system. 

Not all veterans will qualify for all VA services. 
However, many veterans are not aware of the different 
services there are because they have never checked into 
it. Another concern is many veterans looked into services 
decades ago and have never looked back after many years 
of law changes which they would greatly benefit from. If 
you are not able to talk to the veteran, get their contact 
information and provide it to the VSO. Oft en times, when 
a VSO reaches out, they are able to establish a relationship 
and build the confidence needed in the VA system again. 

Trust me when I say most of our VSO are plenty busy 
without Legion members going out to “find” more veterans 
to qualify for benefits. However, our job is to ensure every 
veteran receives all the benefits he or she is entitled to. 
Sometimes that requires educating the veteran and pushing 
them to ask for the help they need. 

To find your local county VSO: http://nd.gov/veterans/
service-officers/county
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I hope everyone had a pleasant Thanksgiving and 
are now looking forward to the upcoming holidays. The 
holiday season also marks a significant time in membership. 
Historically, renewals become very difficult to get once 
we pass New Year’s Day. I strongly implore everyone to 
renew your membership for 2022 as soon as you can if you 
haven’t already done so. If you know someone who hasn’t 
renewed yet, a friendly reminder at this time might motivate 
them to get it done. Finally, if you’re looking for an idea 
for a Christmas gift, paying for someone’s membership dues 
could be a thoughtful idea.

As we transition from autumn into winter, I’m happy 
to say that our membership year has gotten off to a roaring 
start. We have been the leading Department in the nation in 
terms of membership percentage almost every week. I want 
to congratulate all of you for your efforts to keep us on top. 
Let’s keep this momentum going well into the new year and 
show everyone that North Dakota leads the way!

We know that COVID-19 made things a bit of a 

challenge to stay on top of membership renewals last year. 
Therefore, the National Commander has generously offered 
to credit those who were unable to renew their memberships 
for 2021, provided that they renew this year. This will ensure 
that you have no break in your continuous service.

Another thing that the holiday season brings us is stress. 
Many of our fellow veterans face constant struggles that are 
only exasperated during this time of year. We should all be 
taking time to check on each other. Engagement is one of the 
keys to maintaining an active Post membership. A veteran in 
need will always remember who took the time and showed 
they cared. In the long run, it could be a determining factor 
in that veteran deciding whether or not they wish to either 
join or stay with the American Legion.

Another Post-related activity that everyone should be 
doing is take advantage of opportunities to learn more about 
our organization. The easiest way to accomplish this is by 
taking the Basic Training online course available on Legion.
org. It only takes about 90 minutes to complete and can be 

done in increments if you can’t complete the course in one 
sitting. The best part is that it’s FREE. Once you complete 
the course, your Legion record will automatically be updated 
to show your accomplishment. You also have an opportunity 
to print a Certificate of Completion, and if desired, be able 
to purchase a hat pin from Emblem Sales that you can 
proudly wear showing your achievement. To get started, go 
to Legion.org and type “Basic Training” in the search box. 
With the long winter nights coming up, this could provide 
something to do to occupy some time.

Finally, I’d like to wish all of you a safe and Merry 
Christmas and also a prosperous and Happy New Year. If 
you can, please make plans to come to Winter Conference 
at the end of next month and if you can, come to our 
Membership meeting.  I’d like nothing more than to be able 
see everyone and discuss ways to increase and energize our 
membership as we forge on into the future. Take care, fellow 
Legionnaires!

For God and Country!

Best Wishes American Legion!
Senator Terry M. Wanzek

Paid for by Terry Wanzek

Ask about our military discount!
www.gooseneckimp.com

(701) 852-1491

444 Sheyenne Street, Suite 102
P O Box 458 • West Fargo ND 58078-0458

(701) 282-3249 • FAX (701) 282-0825
www.ohnstadlaw.com

North Dakota
VFW Post 1874
and AUXILIARY
Grand Forks, ND

(701) 330-5251

The American Legion National
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program
By Mike Weyrauch, Department Chairman
The National High School Oratorical Contest was 

developed to instill a better knowledge and appreciation of 
the U.S. Constitution among our youth. Other objectives 
include the development of leadership qualities, the ability 
to think and speak clearly and the preparation for acceptance 
of the duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges of U.S. 
citizenship.  Another significant purpose of the program is 
to assist students in helping to pay the high cost of a college 
education.  William Kitchen, a Past Department Commander 
of Missouri, is credited with originating the contest in the mid 
1930’s and the first national contests were held in 1938.

The contest has gone through some changes since its 
conception with an eligibility change a few years ago and a 
format change for the National Finals.  The contest used to 
be open only to high school students in grades 9 through 12 
under 20 years of age who were citizens of the United States 
but now has been extended to include “lawful permanent 
residents”.

The format for the National Contest was streamlined by 
bringing all Department Winners into Indianapolis for a three-
round competition at a common site.  Student eliminated in 
the first round stay and become part of the audience.  This 
change greatly reduced the cost of the program for travel of 
contestants and chaperones.  It also gave potential returning 
contestants an opportunity to see the kinds of improvements 
to help them in future contests.

The state finals are conducted as a part of the annual 
American Legion Winter Conference as one of the main 
events.

The contest is scheduled for Saturday, January 29, at 
the Ramkota in Bismarck and will start promptly at 1:30 
p.m. at which time the doors will be closed and no one will 

be permitted to enter. All Legion and Auxiliary Members 
attending the Winter Conference are encouraged to be part of 
the audience to witness some of the best high school orators 
express their knowledge of our Constitution.

The contest still contains a prepared oration phase and 
an assigned topic phase.  The prepared oration must be 
the original effort of each contestant and be from 8 to 10 
minutes in length.  The oration must be on some phase of 
the Constitution of the United States.  The assigned topic 
phase must consume not less than 3 minutes or more than 5 
minutes for delivery of an assigned topic related to the U.S. 
Constitution.

Competition begins at the District level and this year 
eligibility has been expanded to allow for more participation.  
District contestants can win up to $300 at that level.  Each 
District awards Cash Scholarships in the amount of $300 for 
first, $200 for second, and $100 for third.  (see list of District 
Contests below).

The winners of the District Contests advance to the 
Eastern or Western Division contests on January 15th in Park 
River for the Eastern Division and January 8th in Ray for the 
Western Division.  Winners and runners-up of the Division 
contests advance to the State Finals at the Winter Conference 
on January 29 in Bismarck.  Scholarship awards are provided 
at each level of competition totaling about $1,500 at the state 
level.

The state winner advances to the national round of 
competition in Indianapolis, Indiana, April 22-24, 2022.  
Each contestant participating in the first round will receive a 
$2,000 scholarship.  Each first round winner who advances to 
and participates in the second round but does not advance to 
the Final Round will receive an additional $2,000 scholarship.  
The national champion receives a $25,000 scholarship, 2nd 
place receives $22,500, and the 3rd place finisher receives 
$20,000 scholarship.

Legionnaires and Auxiliary members are encouraged to 
attend the various contests to show support to the students that 
take time and effort to enter this fine program.  Individuals 
interested in learning more about the Oratorical Contest 
program should contact their local American Legion Post or 
call me at 701-641-1105 or email me at airepair@nccray.com  

Schedule of District Oratorical Contests

3rd District, Saturday, December 4 at 9:30 am at the Leeds 
School Library in Leeds
   
5th District, Saturday, December 4 at 1:00 pm at the AMVETS 
in Bismarck 

7th District, Saturday, December 4 at 10:00 am at the Almont 
American Legion in Almont 
 
6th District, Saturday, December 11 at 2:00 pm at the 
Veteran’s Center in Bottineau 

9th District, Saturday, December 11 at 12:00 pm at the Ray 
Public School in Ray 

10th District, Saturday, December 11 at 9:30 am at the 
Richland 44 School in Colfax 
 
2nd District, Wednesday, December 15 at 1:00 pm at the 
Legion Hall in Park River 

1st District, Saturday, December 18 at 1:00 pm at the West 
Fargo VFW in West Fargo

8th District, Saturday, December 18 at 11:00 am, MT, at 
Dickinson State University, Beck Auditorium

High School Oratorical Scholarship Program
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Souris Basin
Public Transportation

Open to the Public
701-839-7433 • 800-927-8318

After Hours & Weekends 701-833-1881

P.O. Box 2211
805 31st Street SE, Minot, ND 58701

Visit our website at: 
www.sourisbasintransit.com

Electric Utilities • Ground Source Heat • Pump Sales & Service

4111 State Street • Bismarck, ND
(701) 223-1513 • Fax (701) 223-1557

TED’S NORTHPORT TESORO
2740 North Broadway • Northport Shopping Center

Fargo, North Dakota 58102

(701) 232-8304

DICKINSON
NORTH DAKOTA

Minot andVelva
1-800-472-2141

www.verendrye.com

stroh
architects i interiors

I have decided that the shortest commandment Jesus 
gave was, “Remember Lot’s wife.” Luke 17:31-32 “In that 
day (in the end times) … let him not return to the things 
behind. Remember Lot’s wife.” We aren’t even given Lot’s 
wife’s name, so why would Jesus tell them (and us) to 
remember her? Abraham and his nephew Lot are raising 
their families together. God blesses both of them so much 
that the land can’t support their livestock, so they decide 
to separate, to eliminate any strife between their respective 
herdsmen. I imagine them looking out over the land, 
deciding which way they each will go. When Lot sees how 
plush the Jordan River is, he decides to move there, which 
puts him near Sodom. 

Shortly afterwards, we are told about two angels 
disguised as travelers. They have two assignments: First to 
tell an aging Abraham that his wife Sarah will give birth to 
a child. Then Abraham points them on their way to Sodom. 
This second assignment is like a recon mission. God sent 
these two angels to check out how bad the sin really was 
there. (The word sodomy is defined as an unnatural aspect 
of homosexuality.) Abraham talks to the Lord – very 
respectfully – and because God saw Abraham as being 
righteous, God agrees to reduce the number and finally 
Genesis 18:32b; God said, “I will not destroy it for the sake 
of ten.” Since Abraham’s nephew Lot lives in that vicinity, 
I think you can appreciate why he continued, until God 

agreed to not destroy Sodom, if there were 10 righteous 
men found there.

But back to our two angels – they arrive at the gate 
of the city where Lot is assigned to meet strangers and, if 
possible, to save them from the depraved men of Sodom. 
When Lot recognizes them as angels, he obeys them when 
they tell him to evacuate. Gen 19:17 “Escape for your life! 
Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. 
Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed.” These 
were the warning words of God’s messengers—God’s 
angels. So, they were God’s instructions. Genesis 19:24-
25; Then, Jehovah rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire, from Jehovah out of the heavens. And 
He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the 
ground.  

Lot and his family are running away from Sodom, 
where Lot’s wife has a pretty good living. I envision them 
ducking when they hear the sounds of the destruction God 
is reeking on Sodom behind them. Lot’s wife is leaving 
behind her nice home; with everything she has accumulated 
over the years. So, she hesitates to take one last look. 
But the word was—don’t look back. Genesis 19:26; But 
his wife looked back from behind him, and immediately 
she is turned into a pillar of salt. Why did Jesus say, 
“Remember Lot’s wife?” Was she so wicked? Not really, 

she was probably a good person. But she disobeyed God.  
God told them not to look back and she did. There was 
no time to change her mind. No time for second thoughts. 
Her decision to disobey God was her final decision. The 
things Lot’s wife turned around to take a last look at were 
material things—her home, her belongings. How sad that 
she didn’t understand that God was promising her so much 
more ahead of her. How sad that she took her eyes off 
God, to look back at things that would be burned up in the 
destruction.

Lot’s wife represents those who are attached to earthly 
things, those whose hearts are still in this world. Like Lot’s 
wife, such people will perish. God sent angels to Lot’s 
family to save them from the destruction — the loud and 
fiery destruction of the world that they knew. The world as 
we know it will go through a very similar destruction. It 
will not be something we want to live through. God doesn’t 
want us to live through it. He sent His son Jesus, to save 
us from the fiery hell that awaits anyone who hasn’t made 
the final decision to believe and obey the Words of God. 
God offered Lot’s family grace to escape the punishment 
of sin—Sodom was being destroyed for the sin there, but 
Lot’s family didn’t have to be, because of God’s grace. 
That is the same grace God offers us. All we have to do 
is accept it. We are saved by grace, by the death of Jesus 
Christ on the cross in our place, for our sin.

Executive Report
9/25/2021
DEVILS LAKE, ND
Meeting was called to order by Ken Wiederholt at 1:00 

PM with a salute, the pledge and a prayer.
Minutes from June 25, 2021, and June 27, 2021, were 

reviewed and approved.
The financials were reviewed by Finance Officer 

Childs.
Committee Reports were made by Americanism 

Chair Weible, Athletics, Dept Judge Advocate Mamie on 

Boys State advertising, M&PA Chair Rikke, Oratorical 
Chair Weyrauch, VA&R Chair Wahus, SAL Detachment 
Sauerwein, and Legion Riders.

NEC Overby reported on the National Committee 
appointments.

ADJ Matthews reported on the new database from 
National.

Sharon Post 169 requested to disband.
Investment Policy Annual review was discussed.
Clarification of the Voting and Nonvoting members of 

the DEC. Nonvoting members will be included in the email 

communications regarding email voting.
For the good of the order: Raffle tickets, Courage 

Carries On Shirts, and Pins are for sale.
The Department of North Dakota did not present funds 

at the National Convention due to the amount of funds 
raised within the state and will be presented at the next 
National Convention. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.
The next DEC meeting will be at the Winter Conference 

in Bismarck at the Ramkota on Friday, January 28, 2022, 
at 10:30 a.m.
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50 Years of Membership

Quilts of Valor® is a nonprofit organization consisting 
of volunteers whose mission is to cover all service 
members and veterans touched by war with comforting 
and healing Quilts of Valor®. These patriotic quilts are 
handmade by volunteers and take over one hundred hours 
each to complete. Each quilt is stitched with love, prayers, 
and healing thoughts. Quilts are given as a tangible token 
of appreciation that says “Thank-you for your service, 
sacrifice, and valor.” On October 19th, 2021, the Missouri 
River group of Quilts of Valor®  proudly presented 
nine quilts to the following deserving veterans: Harlan 
Kittleson, Roger Weigel, Ron Skorick, Robert Carpenter, 

Timothy Schatz, James E. Haugen, Waide Kritsky, Curtis 
Kohler (all US Army), and Fred Tomlinson (US Air Force). 
Individuals interested in more information on the Missouri 
River Quilts of Valor® group or that would like to donate 
funds for purchase of quilting materials are encouraged to 
contact group leader Arlene Meissel at missouririverqov@
yahoo.com . Following the ceremony, a candlelight meal 
and dessert was served by Lawrence E. Meidl Unit 270 of 
Butte.

Editors note: Quilts of Valor® Foundation is not 
a program of nor affiliated with the American Legion 
Auxiliary.

District 5 President Peggy Moran traveled to visit with and present 50-year continuous membership pins and certificates 
to several long-time Auxiliary members of Victor B. Wallin Unit 12 of Washburn.

Mary Etter (left) and Dorothy Schultz of 
Bismarck with District 5 President Peggy 
Moran (right).

Unit 12 Treasurer Carla Bickert (left) with 
Nancy Hillerud of Washburn and Peggy 
Moran (right).

Beverly Holtan (seated) with Peggy Moran 
and Carla Bickert (right).

Fifteen Auxiliary and Junior Auxiliary members met on 
August 11, 2021, for the annual Potluck Salad Luncheon. 
A patriotic theme was used to note the 100th birthday 
celebration of the Department of ND American Legion 
Auxiliary. 

 Following the lunch, Junior Auxiliary Past President 
Sophie Sparrow presented her school Honors project.  
Sophie gathered and mailed health care items to the Fargo 
VA Medical Center. She also shared information on a junior 
group project that was completed over the winter. Ten fleece 
blankets were completed and delivered to the Fargo VAMC. 
Project members included Aubrey Majors, Karleigh Baker, 
Sophie, Daisy, and Charlie Sparrow. 

Auxiliary members discussed how to further assist their 
Legion Post in replacing deteriorating concrete veterans’ 
crosses at the McClusky cemetery. James Roberts Post 124 
has begun replacement of crosses and received financial 
assistance from the unit through shared proceeds from a 
Memorial Day noon meal event.

Unit President Marcia Dockter presented background 
history of the James Roberts Auxiliary unit. Unit 124 was 
chartered August 22, 1923, with 14 ladies joining. Initially, 
their meetings were held in members’ homes. In 1924, they 
held joint meetings with the Legion Post. Auxiliary members 
began decorating graves of service members in 1927. The 
tradition continues to this day.

Photos and article submitted by Deb Sparrow

McClusky Unit Holds Salad Luncheon

Front (l-r):  Deb Sparrow, Andrea Kluck, Pearl Meckle  Back (l-r):  Donella Johnson,, Mary 
Neff, Marcia Dockter, Joan Lasher, Donna Lipp, Loann Jorgensen, Carol Abrahamson, Daisy 
Sparrow, Sophie Sparrow, Charlie Sparrow  Not Pictured: Lynn Helm

Sophie Sparrow (left) received an 
Auxiliary certificate naming her the 
Department of ND Northwestern 
Division candidate for the Spirit of Youth 
Scholarship.  Pictured with her is Junior 
ALA leader Deb Sparrow.

NW Division Poppy 
Poster Winner

Poppy Chairman Vickie Johnson (left) of William C. Blair Unit 144 
of Belfield presents a certificate to Shay Burian of Fairfield. Shay’s 
artwork was selected as a 2021 winner for the Northwestern Division 
and was displayed at the August National Convention in Phoenix, AZ. 

Winning poppy poster artwork by Shay Burian.

Friday, January 28     Conference Rooms - TBD 
1:00 PM ......................Finance Board Meeting
2:00 PM – 5:00 PM ....Auxiliary Registration Open
3:00 PM  .....................Department Executive Committee 
                                    Meeting 
4:30 PM ......................Auxiliary Activity – To be Announced
6:00 PM  .....................No-Host Dinner 
7:00 PM ......................Joint Meeting - TBA

Saturday, January 29 Conference Rooms - TBD
8:00 AM ......................Auxiliary Registration 
9:00 AM – 9:30 AM .....Sharon White Bear – Opens  
                                   sessions of the Winter Conference
9:30 – 10:30 AM .........To be announced
10:30 AM – 11:30 AM .To be announced
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM ..Lunch Break – Reassemble for  
                                     Auxiliary Activities
1:00 PM – 3:30 PM ....Conference Attendees Activities -  
                                    TBA
6:00 PM ......................Winter Conference Banquet 

Sunday, January 30 Conference Rooms - TBD 
9:00 AM  .....................Auxiliary Meetings Wrap-Up
10:30 AM – Noon .......Joint Memorial Service

American Legion Auxiliary  
2022 Winter Conference  

(tentative schedule)
Ramkota Inn Conference Center, 

Bismarck, ND
Phone: 701-258-7700

Butte Quilts of Valor® Ceremony

Quilts of Valor® recipients (l-r) Harlan Kittelson, Roger Weigel, Tim Schatz, Robert Carpenter, Fred Tomlinson, Jim Haugen, Ron 
Skorick, Curtis Kohler, Waide Kritsky.
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Greetings to each of you. 
I was honored to have been asked by Districts 5, 6, 7, 

and 9 to attend their District Meetings, which are part of the 
West Region.  Meetings were held in Bismarck (D5), White 
Shield (D6 and D9), and Hazen (D7). The camaraderie at 
these meetings is something very special. The District 
Presidents did an awesome job, and the food was so good. I 
had the opportunity to visit about what I learned at National 
Convention regarding membership as well as the Resolution 
for The American Legion to change eligibility requirements 
for the American Legion Auxiliary.

One of the things that I learned from other units across 
the country regards membership and the American Legion 
Auxiliary Management Information System (ALA MIS). 
Doing a search with this system will show you members 
who have not recently paid dues or who have ‘fallen off’ 
the roster.  If you want access to this system, please contact 
the Department Office. Please consider contacting these 
past members to see if they are interested in rejoining our 
American Legion Auxiliary. Consider getting them involved 
in your unit.  We want them to feel appreciated and important; 
not just someone who pays dues once a year.

How is your unit doing in updating your unit 
Constitution & Bylaws? If you need help or have questions, 
please reach out to Marcy Schmidt at the Department Office 
or the Department Constitution and Bylaws Chairman Diane 
Kraemer.

Have you contacted the American Legion Family in your 
unit and post in regards to submitting poems, stories, songs, 
prayers, or whatever you would like to see in a Department 
prayer book? Make it an American Legion Family project. 
One could do it at your post and unit meetings. Be sure 
to reach out to the post commander and adjutant, so they 
can set aside a time that will work for everyone. Together, 
we can accomplish anything. I am asking every American 
Legion Family member to please submit at least one item 
that touches your heart, means something to you, or even 
something that you just happened to read. Please feel free 

to submit more than one. If 
every American Legion Family 
member sends at least one, can 
you imagine the wonderful 
prayer book that we can have? 
It is only with your help that this 
can happen. I would also like to 
thank those that have already 
sent me something.  They may 
be emailed to presidentelect@
ndala.org or mailed to 621 1st St W, Dickinson ND 58601-
5004.

Matthew Brew Unit 3 of Dickinson is sponsoring a 
silent auction to be held at the upcoming Winter Conference.
The 2022 Winter Conference is set for January 28-30, at 
Ramkota Hotel in Bismarck. This silent auction event has 
been approved by our Department President, Sharon White 
Bear. I am requesting that all District Presidents bring at 
least one item for the silent auction. Donations of items for 
the auction by any Auxiliary member or Department officer 
would be most welcome. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me. Funds from the auction will be used 
solely to pay for host unit expenses for the 2022 Convention. 
Any leftover funds will be offered to the host unit of the 
2023 Convention.

With the holidays among us, please remember our 
military and veterans. Consider sending care packages to 
our military, remembering all veterans on Veterans Day, and 
giving Christmas cards to our veterans. One thing we enjoy 
doing each year is taking Christmas cards to veterans in our 
care facilities. Let them know that they are appreciated and 
not forgotten. Place a poppy in the card, as poppies can be 
used 12 months a year. Thank you for everything each of 
you do for our veterans and military.  Together we can make 
a difference.

 God Bless our veterans and the U.S.A.
 Sandra Petermann

How many times do we just 
reply “Fine” when we are asked, 
“Hi, how are you?” We then feel 
guilty because we are not giving an 
honest answer.  Perhaps we have a 
headache, a shooting pain in our 
lower back, a serious illness, or a 
death in the family. Who would 
want to hear the truth when they 
asked innocently, “How are you?”  
Certainly not the friendly grocery store clerk nor the pleasant 
bank teller who was taking customer service seriously.

I read about a person who was in a similar situation and 
prayed, “What can I say to courteous people who simply ask, 
‘How are you?’“ Hearing about our pain would not do anyone 
any good,. We would all rather hear about the positives in our 
lives instead of the negative, but we still feel like a liar when 
we say “Fine.”

To keep the negativity away, this person made a list of all 
the things she was thankful for such as family, friends, home, 
etc. Then she wrote she was thankful for God himself – His 
mercy, His grace, His love, His patience, His caring about the 
littlest things in our lives. 

One morning, while writing her thank-you list, a thought 
hit her mind like a lightning bolt – Blessed! A moment later, 
the light dawned and she realized: that is how she could 
answer those who asked, “How are you?” because the best 
blessing of all was that God promised He would never leave 
nor forsake us. He would walk through this day – and this 
pain -- with us. 

Later in the day, she stopped by the bank and the teller 
greeted her, “How are you?”  She answered, “I’m really quite 
blessed. How are you?” The young teller stopped with the 
deposit slip held mid-air.  He looked up, met her eyes, and 
with a smile spread across his face, he said, “I’m blessed, 
too.”

Later, at the hardware store and the grocery store, the 
response was about the same. Answering “blessed” made 
people think – and smile. Gratitude made her corner of the 
world more beautiful. No matter how hard we hurt, it feels 
better to think about our blessings. 

Heavenly Father, as we enter this holiday season, help 
us all make a difference in the lives of those around us and 
bring a little light into a dark world.  Help us to remember all 
the things we have to be thankful for and remind us to share 
that we are indeed  ‘Blessed!’ 

"Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving in our 
hearts…  Psalm 95:2"

Rose Laning

Greetings Auxiliary Members,
I was able to attend seven Fall District Meetings and 

would like to thank Harwood, Jamestown, Hazen, and 
Dickinson posts and units for their exceptional hospitality.

Membership dues are being collected timely, so 
numbers on our reports are looking good. Keep up the good 
work units! If we have dues paid at 75% by Dec. 7th, the 
Department of North Dakota will receive a $250 reward.

ALA MIS (American Legion Auxiliary Management 
Information System) is a resource that is not used to its 
full potential. It is a great place to check on memberships, 
change addresses, and update unit information. ALA 
MIS is available online through the National office. Two 
individuals from each unit can have access to the ALA MIS 
system. A $10.00 fee per user per year will be assessed by 
the Department. To sign up for ALA MIS access, send a 
request to the Department Office at secretary@ndala.org 
with the contact individual’s name and email address. The 
Department will contact National Headquarters on your 
behalf and they will contact you by email with a username, 
password, and system instructions.

Unit reports on ALA MIS can be accessed to assist the 
unit with membership. One of the best system applications 
is the membership chair can simply change a members 
address without the time lag it takes to mail those in. Two 
handy reports are ‘paid’ and ‘unpaid’ members report. The 
unpaid report could be distributed at a unit meeting so all 

members can help collect dues. 
Membership is everyone’s job. 

There are three more 
reports that can help with your 
membership. They include: 
members who did not renew in 
2021, members with expired 
membership in 2019, and former 
members that expired before 
2018. These former members could be contacted and 
invited to rejoin your unit. Communication is an important 
tool as it informs and makes individuals feel included.

Another source for members is your Legion post’s 
membership roster. You can ask the Legion if you can 
borrow their roster and check out the Legion members that 
do not have their family members enrolled in the Auxiliary. 
Make a list of family members to contact and invite them 
into your unit.

I hope members will seriously consider upgrading 
their units resource system. If you need more information 
or assistance, please contact me or the Department Office.

Our organization cannot survive without members, so 
recruiting when we can is so important.

Our American Legion Family is the absolute best!!
Gloria Covert

Greetings North Dakota 
Auxiliary Members.

The 2021 Fall District/
Regional Meetings are already a 
fond memory. I was able to attend 
two of the fall meetings and it was 
nice to see and visit with so many 
of you. Thank you, host units and 
posts. Your hard work to host these 
programs and your welcoming 
hospitality are always greatly appreciated. I hope many 
of you were able to participate in your local Veterans Day 
programs or attend a ‘beef stew’ luncheon.

North Dakota communities are still dealing with 
COVID-19 restrictions and protocols. This means our usual 
activities surrounding Gift Shops at the VA Medical Center 
in Fargo and the North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon are 
once again affected. The facilities are not allowing in-person 
events again this year, however, the Gift Shop Chairmen are 
still planning ‘virtual gift shops’ that will look very much like 
the 2020 holiday season. Let us all pray for an end to this 
pandemic so we can once again enjoy visiting with residents 
at Lisbon and interacting with VAMC-Fargo patients.

Membership chairmen, you have done an amazing job 
gathering membership dues and recruiting new members. 
Congratulations on your success! If your unit has not already 
sent in 2022 required contributions or ordered your poppies 
for May 2022, please do so as soon as possible. If you 
misplaced your order forms,  call the Department Office or 
visit our website at www.ndala.org/forms/ to download a 
copy.

The Department encourages all Auxiliary members to 
track your volunteer hours and resources spent and report 
them to your Unit President by April 1, 2022.  There is no 
mid-year (December) reporting required this year.

Department President Sharon White Bear has been busy 
this fall.  She has attended a Department President Retreat in 
Cincinnati in early October, has visited Fall District meetings, 
and is now planning for the upcoming Winter Conference. 
The 2022 Winter Conference is slated for January 28-30, 
2022, in Bismarck, ND. Make your lodging arrangements 
at the Ramkota Inn Conference Center, phone number (701) 
258-7700. A registration and banquet ticket order form can be 
found in a separate section of this publication.

Keep our veterans and service members and their families 
in your prayers. Remember “Freedom is Never Free”.

For God and Country,
Marcy Schmidt

Hello, American Legion Family.
Fall has brought some cool weather, the leaves are 

turning colors, and I can’t believe October flew by so 
quickly. Time goes by fast when you are busy. I have been 
driving across North Dakota to attend District Meetings 
and to see what our American Legion Auxiliary members 
do to support the American Legionnaires and their families.  
I would like to thank all the districts for organizing the 
meetings and the hospitality during our meetings. We had 
some delicious meals and, of course, fresh baked goodies.  
All most appreciated.

In early October, I was invited to Cincinnati to attend 
a department president retreat held by National President 
Kathy Daudistel. I was able to meet with department 
presidents from across the United States. Our workshop 
sessions included: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, Conflict 
Resolution, and Governing Documents. The information 
I acquired from these sessions is significant to our 
organization. I am hoping to include this information 
during some breakout sessions during our upcoming 

Winter Conference.  
It is hard to believe we are 

already getting close to the Winter 
Conference being held January 
28-30 in Bismarck. Now is a 
good time to get your reservations 
made at the Ramkota Hotel and 
Conference Center.  I am looking 
forward to seeing all of you there.  

I also wanted you to know about my president’s 
project. I would like to offer veterans a resource that can 
assist in home repairs or improvements. They may need 
to get a ramp installed, safety bars in a rest room, or some 
roofing replaced. This may be a resource to access without 
jumping through hoops. I now have pins for sale to raise 
money for that project.  

Thank you again for all you do to support our veterans! 
Stay Safe!

Sharon White Bear
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QUALITY ON TAP
Serving Rural Residents of Stutsman, Foster, 

Logan, Griggs and LaMoure Counties

1812 Hwy. 281 North, Jamestown, ND 58401
(701) 252-7727

srwdistrict@daktel.com
3020 Energy Drive, Dickinson ND 58601

(701) 456-9184 • (800) 932-8740
sales@fisherind.com • www.fisherind.com

• Custom Fabrication
• Aggregate Processing 
  Equipment
• Steel Service Center
• Electric & Hand Tools
• Fasteners

• Sand / Gravel
• Landscaping Gravel
• Commercial Crushing
• General Highway
   Construction

District 7

District 5

District 9

Education

Call for Parley Dues

District 2
Hello everyone. 
I trust that this letter finds you 

happy, healthy, and enjoying life.  
Hopefully, you are also sharing love 
and laughter with your families, 
friends, and most of all the Legion 
family.

It was so nice to see all of you at 
the 2021 District/Regional meeting 
held in Harwood on October 30, as 
well as the March 2021 Spring meeting 
hosted by the Park River Unit. I also enjoyed visiting with 
many of you at the June Department Convention in Minot.

Life has been busy as ever since June. Park River held 
their annual 4th of July parade and District 2 was well 
represented with many members of units and posts across the 
area attending. We were delighted that National Commander 
James Oxford and Department Commander Steve Anderson 
along with his wife Michelle were able to join us and walk 
in the parade. I want to thank everyone who made this 4th of 
July event one to remember.

Most units in District 2 do not meet in July, August, or 
September and typically begin their new year in October. 
I pray that all unit and post meetings go well and are well 
attended through the remaining months of 2021 and into 
2022.

As I close this newsletter, I would like to send a big 
‘thank you’ to everyone who helped me in so many ways as 
being your District President.  It has meant the world to me. 
Thank you all again.

From our house to yours, Happy Holidays and may you 
all have a very blessed new year.

God Bless America!
Eileen Vondra 
District 2 President

Season’s Greetings to All! 
I hope everyone will enjoy safe 

and healthy holiday celebrations! 
District 5 had a good Fall 

meeting. Representatives from “Quilts 
of Valor®” and “Wall of Honor” 
explained their programs to members 
during the joint session of the Legion 
and Auxiliary. 

We appreciate Department 
President Sharon White Bear and 
Department President-Elect Sandra Petermann joining us. 
Both ladies addressed membership and encouraged all units 
to maintain and work to increase the number of members. 
One way to involve members is to formally remember them 
with a ‘Thank You’ card when they pay dues and to keep 
them informed about the accomplishments and activities of 
their unit.

We are so thankful that Arliss Koski of Wing was elected 
Vice President of District 5 and I look forward to working 
with her at future District meetings.

Thank you to all units that have celebrated with our 
veterans on Veterans Day. Remember our veterans for the 
holidays at the VA Hospital in Fargo and Veterans Home in 
Lisbon. If you get a chance to visit a cemetery over Christmas, 
many will have been decorated with wreaths sponsored by 
“Wreaths Across America” and are in full holiday splendor. 
Also keep veterans in mind on Valentine’s Day. 

The 2022 Winter Conference is set for January 28-30 in 
Bismarck. I am looking forward to seeing many of you there. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Peggy Moran
District 5 President

District 7 President Lualice Stockert (left) presents current 
Department Chaplain Rose Laning with a Past District Presidents 
pin at the October 23 Fall District meeting held in Hazen. 

Greetings to Wonderful District 
9!!!

Our Regional meeting for Districts 
6 and 9 was held in White Shield 
on October 10th at 2 pm. Oh, my 
goodness! Does White Shield know 
how to put on a meal, or what?!  Folks, 
if you missed this event, let me tell you 
about the great hospitality that was 
extended to all attending by the White 
Shield Legion Post and Auxiliary! 
The food was in abundance and delicious, the prizes were 
fantastic, and the greatest part about their hospitality was 
sharing of customs and traditions for posting the flags. Thank 
you so very much, White Shield. We were blessed to enjoy 
a day with you. District 9 had eight members registered for 
the day, with units from Parshall, New Town, Little Shell, 
Watford City, Tioga, and Crosby being represented. We are 
hoping to have each unit represented at the Spring meeting 
(just a heads up). The date and location will be listed in the 
spring edition of The Message.

Required contributions and poppy orders were due by 
November 1, 2021. If your unit has not done this yet, please 
look into getting this submitted as soon as possible. Also, 
please do not forget to spend some time updating your unit’s 
Constitution and Bylaws with the information sent to each 
unit by the Department Office. 

With holidays right around the corner, we need to be 
thinking of ways to honor and remember the veterans, elderly, 
children, and youth of our communities. Most times the 
holidays are happy days, but not always for everyone. Take a 
good look around and see if there is a person, a family, or an 
event that maybe we can help make a little brighter. Another 
way to help our veterans during the holidays is to remember 
and give to the ND State Veterans Home in Lisbon. Because 
of the geographical distance between District 9 and the 
Lisbon Home, it is oftentimes more practical to send a gift 
of money rather than goods because of postage costs. Be 
assured that whatever we can do to help is most appreciated! 

On October 25th, I enjoyed a visit with the Powers Lake 
unit at their monthly meeting. What a delightful group that 
knows how to get things done! They conduct business like 
a well-oiled machine, paying attention to each detail. The 
afternoon was enjoyable, and the hours slipped away quickly. 
It is amazing what we can learn from each other about the 
American Legion Auxiliary by visiting and spending time 
with each other. Thank you, Powers Lake, for inviting me! 

By the time this publication is released, Veterans Day 
will be over for another year --- over on the calendar, but not 
in our hearts. I came across a quote on the internet that really 
hit home, “If you want to thank a soldier, be the kind of 
American worth fighting for.”  Author Unknown. Powerful 
words!

I hope all of you enjoy a meaningful and special 
holiday season with friends and loved ones. It will be a busy 
November and December for most, filled with lots of hustle 
and bustle. Keep in mind the upcoming Winter Conference 
to be held in Bismarck on January 28-30, 2022. I am excited! 
I look forward to seeing many of you there. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas, District 9!
Brenda Ekness
District 9 President

Greetings Auxiliary members,
I am enjoying the beautiful 

snowflakes today during my writing.  
I love the snow, so I must live in the 
right place.

This year, as always, the education 
program is promoting student learning 
through scholarships.  The four 
scholarship applications available 
through National are:  

• Children of Warriors National  
           Presidents’ Scholarship

• Spirit of Youth Scholarship
• Non-Traditional Student Scholarship
• Junior Auxiliary Member Loyalty Scholarship
The bottom three applications are due to your local unit 

no later than March 1st, 2022. More information is available 
at www.ndala.org/education/ or at www.ALAforVeterans.
org/scholarships/ These scholarship applications were 
included in an October mailing from the Department Office 
to units and ND schools. Thank you, Marcy!! Please share 
the applications with eligible students within your families 
and communities.

NEW THIS YEAR – The Children of Warriors National 
Presidents’ Scholarship will only be available as an online 
fillable submittal form. No paper forms will be available and 
there will be no unit review needed.  National will be emailing 
the completed online applications to each Department. More 
information will be available as it is received. This is a new 
process, so please be patient as bugs are worked out.

The program has the Department Education Scholarship 
application available.  Each award is valued at $500. These 
applications were included in the October mailing and are 
available at www.ndala.org/education/.  Applications should 
be sent to me no later than April 1st, 2022.

The Education Program is promoting the ‘Give 10 to 
Education’ program. Organize a school supply drive in your 
area or donate money to local schools for education supplies 
and safety items. Remember to support your local schools, 
educators, and staff. Consider a COVID-safe treat donation, 
a thank-you card brigade, or maybe sending special flowers 
to honor those that give so much. 

Feel free to contact me at education@ndala.org or by 
telephone/text at 701-491-8776. I will try to answer any 
application questions you may have.

Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas!
Yours in service,
Shauna Dubuque 
Education Chairman

Past Presidents Parley Members.
I hope this article finds everyone doing great. Our 

weather so far this Fall has been wonderful and I am  
hoping it will continue for at least a month or so. I have 
two items to remind you of:

Past Presidents Parley dues are $5.00 per year and 
are due by December 31, 2021. The funds are used 
for the Parley’s nursing scholarship program. Parley 
Nursing Scholarships are awarded each year and 
announced at the Department Convention. 

Please send your unit’s Past Presidents Parley 
dues along with a list of your past unit presidents to the 
Department Office for processing.  The list is recorded 
and maintained by the Parley Secretary.

Thank you.
Diane Kraemer
Past Department President

Gift Shops at both the VAMC in Fargo and the North 
Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon will be held as virtual 
events again this year due to COVID-19 restrictions at the 
facilities. 

December 7 - Pearl Harbor Day
December 21 - First Day of Winter
December 24 - Christmas Eve Day
December 25 - Christmas Day

December 31 - New Year’s Eve
January 1 (2022) - New Year’s Day 
January 17 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
January 28-30 - Winter Conference 
Ramkota Inn Conference Center, Bismarck
February 14 - Valentine’s Day
February 22 - Presidents Day
March 13 - Daylight Saving Time Begins AGAIN!
March 20 - First Day of Spring 

Dates to Remember
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Eide Bailly is proud to support our 
men and women in uniform, both 
past and present. We thank them 
for their service.

INSPIRED BY 
OUR TROOPS

eidebailly.comInsurance and Trust
not FDIC Insured.

info@vueccu.com
www.vueccu.com

NMLS# 191824

Main Office:
818 E. Main Avenue
P.O. Box 2336
Bismarck, ND 58502
phone: 701/223.6533
fax: 701/224.0124

North Branch:
1655 N. Grandview Lane

Suite 106
Bismarck, ND 58503
phone: 701/258.6353

fax: 701/255.7192

t h e  f o c u s  i s  o n  y o u

2022 Winter Conference Pre-Registration 
 

Due date to pre-order banquet tickets : Wednesday, January 12, 2022 
Banquet tickets will increase to $35.00 after January 12, 2022 

 
Meetings – January 28-30, 2022 

Ramkota Hotel and Conference Center – 800 S 3rd Street, Bismarck, ND 58504 
 Phone: 701.258.7700 

 
 

 
 

Member Name 

 
Auxiliary 

Registration 

 
  

Winter Conference Banquet -Saturday, January 29, 2022 
 

Banquet tickets will increase to $35.00 after January 12, 2022 
 

 
 
 
 

Total Amount  
Apple Whiskey Pork Chops - $30.00 

 
Tender Beef Tips - $30.00 

 $15.00     

 $15.00     

 $15.00     

 $15.00     

 $15.00     

Total Amount Enclosed 
 

Please send this form along with payment to : 
American Legion Auxiliary Department Office, 1801 23rd Ave N, Rm 113, Fargo, ND 58102-1047  

 Auxiliary registrations received after January 21, 2022, will be held for on-site registration at Winter Conference. 
 
 

District 1
Corinne M. Erwin, Buffalo

Delores McLean, SLM, Fargo
Pearl Welder, Finley

Delores A Haugen, HLM, Hannaford
Janice Didier, Sanborn

District 2
Beatrice Grove, SLM, Adams

Garnet Schander, SLM, Bowdon
Bernice R Flanagan, Edinburg

Glenora Dalbey, Fordville
Delores M. DeSautel, Grafton

Joan Smith, SLM, Grand Forks
Donna M. Schaffer, Grand Forks

Inga McDonald, SLM, Grand Forks
Merry Ketterling, Larimore

Leatrice G. Erlander, Manvel
Judy Kamrowski, Minto
Kathy Gudajtes, Minto
Susan Gudajtes, Minto

Mary A Rakoczy, Thompson
Alice J Witkowski, Watford City

District 3
“Sue” Alexis D Schneider, Langdon

Doris Simon, SLM, Langdon
Gladys Hanson, HLM, Milton

Irene Hager, Rugby

District 4
Lavern Malinski, SLM, Carrington

Carol Montgomery, Carrington
Eleanor Kurtz, Carrington
Marie Laber, Carrington

Dorothy Bauer, Carrington
Delores Kost, SLM, Fessenden

Ida M Erdmann, SLM, Goodrich
Alma Helm, SLM, New Rockford

Eula L Iverson, SLM, New Rockford

District 5
Muriel L Seidel, SLM Past Department President  

(1996-1997), Bismarck
Beverly Holtan, Washburn

Lillian Helmer, Ashley
Frances E Serr, Linton

Beulah C Martinson, SLM, Turtle Lake
Ruth L Nathan, SLM, Turtle Lake

Darlene Jacobs, Turtle Lake
Carol Sundby, Turtle Lake

District 6
Mildred I Roberts, Minot

District 7
Loretta Sinclair, Flasher
Leona Thomas, Flasher

Orpha Hartmann, Hebron

Florence Kitzan, Hebron
Marianne Achtenberg, New Leipzig

District 8
Kathleen A Nelson, Beach

Carolyn M. Klopp, PUFL, Halliday
Barbara Eleanor Hoff, Richardton

Margaret M Wieglenda, SLM, Richardton

District 9
Leona Isaak, SLM, Bowdon
Marian Benter, SLM, Crosby

Janice Schultz, Noonan
Dolores A Woessner, Parshall
Gladys Meyer, SLM, Stanley
Vivian Burnett, SLM, Stanley

Hazel Pilot, Watford City
Juanita Neff, Williston

Dolores Skogen, Williston
Pat Conlin, Williston

District 10
Mardell Aabrekke, SLM, Milnor

Sonda Meehl, Oakes
Helene Praska, Oakes
Velma Schmit, Oakes
Ruth Kutzer, Oakes

In Memoriam

We apologize for any omissions or incorrect 
information.

Key: HLM - Honorary Unit Member; SLM - State Life 
Member; VIM - Life Member/PUFL

Hello Auxiliary Members,
I am sure that you all think of 

our veterans every day, but it is time 
to think about them and put those 
thoughts into action in your local 
communities.

The American Legion 
Auxiliary’s National Security 
Program includes supporting not 
only our veterans but active-duty 
military members and their families as well. Your unit can 
be involved and support them in many ways including: 
providing occasional childcare for a military family, 
lending a listening ear, or hosting a send-off or welcome-
home event. 

Auxiliary members can be trained to act in emergency 
response in times of disaster, such as floods, tornadoes, 
winter storms and even man-made disasters.  Perhaps your 
unit could sponsor a community blood drive or assist a 
homeless veteran in some way. Cards and letters would be 
welcomed by deployed troops assuring them that you are 
thinking and praying for them.

I have a lot of faith that Auxiliary members will 
put your thinking caps on and get your unit involved in 
National Security projects.

God Bless all of you.
Beverly Wolff
Department Chairman

Greetings ALA Members!
I know all of you are working 

hard on the various American Legion 
Auxiliary programs. Thank you and 
bless your hearts. The need just seems 
to get greater for our veterans and their 
families. 

In the Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation (VA&R) world, the 
Fargo VA Medical Center is looking to 
update message boards in patient rooms 

and needs funding to do so. If your unit is looking for a VA&R 
project, please consider this one. The message boards cost 
around $200 each and they have 25 rooms to outfit. 

Donations should be sent to the Department Office 
earmarked for the VA Whiteboards. The Department will then 
send one check to the VA for total donations given. 

Regarding the Gift Shop at the Fargo VA:  we are once 
again giving patients cash gift cards for Christmas. As much 
as I hate shopping, I always looked forward to shopping for 

Gift Shop each year. I know we will be able to do that again in 
the future, but this year we will again be cautious and provide 
the patients with a gift card – and a Christmas card for their 
room.  

I hope you can safely celebrate Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas holidays this year. 

Thank you for all you do.
LaVonne Matthews
Department Chairman

National SecurityVA & R

The Department Office would like to welcome 
Auxiliary member Carol Wolf to the office staff.  She 
has been an invaluable asset to the workplace over 
the last two years as a tireless volunteer.  We now 
continue to appreciate her services and personality as 
the formal Office Assistant.  Welcome, Carol!

Department 
Office 

Welcomes New 
Staff
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Greetings from District 1,
As my vice commander Jon Veile 

and I attend post meetings, we start 
with we have not come for a simple 
meet and greet, we have come because 
we need to work on the important 
business this district needs to go into 
for the future. I have felt honored that 
at these meetings the legionnaires have 
believed my sincerity and have given 
their interactions to me in a sincere 

manner as well.
 I can see that even though this area we call district 

one is gathered into a single district the needs of the posts 
are more closely aligned in their geographic area compared 
to a district as a whole. Jon and I are seeing the necessity 
of the three-year plan we want to put together for the First 
District. No matter how well put together an organization 
is, some flaws will still be built in, a one-year commander’s 
term has many benefits as well as problems. The reality 
is you cannot get a lot done in a year. But from input I 
have been given by post commanders, every day legion 
members we will do the best we can to let you know what 
you have shared is what we are going to be working on 
for the future of each post and that is what will make this 
district better into the future.

So far, we have a lot of interest in SAL squadrons 
at the meeting in Harwood. They shared how far along 
with chartering a new squadron they are. Harwood is also 
willing to cooperate with other posts to make the legion 
stronger for all posts. They are a strong post, very well 
managed with good-experienced leaders cooperating with 
all members to keep the future of the American legion 
strong.

Other posts want the same future for their posts as 
well. Every post so far has received the message, that the 
district officers are actually there to help, not in words 
alone but backed up with action. It is the district officer’s 
intention with the help of post officers to launch a new type 
of district membership drive, one that also includes SAL 
membership as equal to legion membership.

It has been well received that we intend to use the local 
media that is available, newspapers, radio, and television 
to get the message of the American legion and SAL out. 
This will be done catered to the needs of the areas in this 
district. For example, what we need to do in Traill County 
is different than what we can do in Cass County. Steele 
or Griggs Counties have different media capabilities than 
Barnes County. It is not a one size fits all three-year plan 
we are working on, but what you need in your area is what 
will strengthen this organization that we proudly belong to, 
the American Legion.

My vice commander and I need you to invite us to 
your post meetings, we are coming to do business, your 
business, we will be putting together a full meaningful 
agenda for the spring district meeting that we will need 
as many members as possible to attend, with input from 
as many posts as possible we will have a spring district 
meeting that you have a genuine reason to attend.

Greetings from District 5,
I hope everyone had a fun and safe 

Halloween as we head into the final 
stretch of 2021. 

I would like to thank all the Post, 
Auxiliary and SAL Members who 
were able to attend our Fall 5th District 
meeting. It was great to see you and 
look forward to seeing everyone next 
Spring.  We need to establish where 
that will be, so if any post is interested 

in hosting the Spring 5th District meeting, I would like to 
have a location before the Winter conference. 

Besides the Holidays, there is a lot happening now 
until leading up to the Winter Conference.  Marine Corp 
Birthday and Veterans Day are right around the corner. 
Happy Birthday Marines and to all Veterans. Thank you 
for your service. 

Some other near future events are the Oratorical 
Contests and Awards.  Last year we didn’t have a lot 
of participation from the 5th District in the Oratorical 
competition, so hopefully we can change that this year.  

Additionally, does your community have any 
outstanding Firefighters or Law Officers? If so, let us 
recognize, reward and pay tribute to those individuals for 
their efforts. The deadline to submit awards is drawing near. 
Award nomination forms are available at www.ndlegion.
org or call the Headquarters Office.

Membership is always a Legion topic of discussion. 
Let’s strive to achieve our membership goals and possibly 
exceed the normal. District 5 is doing alright, but let’s see 
if we can raise the bar, improve our membership numbers 
and finish the year well above average.  

The last item I want to discuss is I have the Commander’s 
pin and two different Commander raffle tickets. If anyone 
is interested in supporting our Department Commander’s 
projects, feel free to give me a call if you’re interested 
in purchasing.  Thanks for your time, your service and 
dedication.  I give all veterans past and present a hand 
salute on Veterans Day, every day for your sacrifices.  
Again, thanks and have a safe Holiday season.  

Greetings from District 3,
I have been making my rounds 

visiting as many Posts in the District as 
I can and plan to continue to do so as it 
works out with schedules. 

Recently, I have learned of a 
program for Posts to distribute free 
buffalo meat to Vets in need through 
the Injured Warrior Program. Contact 
Arnie Havelka at 701-340-2965 or 
Todd Otto at 701-260-9422 for more 

information.
The Fall District Meeting held in Jamestown was 

a success and I would like to thank all who were able to 
attend. Please try to get your memberships in as soon as 
possible.

In addition, our goal is to have 100% CPR turned in 
for our district. The CPR forms will be going out in March.  
If there are any questions or if your Post needs assistance, 
please contact either Jack Volk or me. We will do what we 
can to help. 

Hope you had a Happy Veteran’s Day!!

District Reports      

Dennis Kubischta
1st District Cmdr

Tony Phillips
3rd District Cmdr

Brad Huber
5th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 9,
District Nine is on the warpath for 

members. I like to refer to the High 
Plains as Gunsmoke country- we have 
it all! So, join us at our Legion Posts 
and contribute YOUR ideas!

I learned many years ago there are 
people brighter than me, please share 
our pride as veterans and join us!

The combined 6th and 9th District 
Meeting in White Shield was good people, good food and 
a “5” star event. THANK YOU to District 6.

Tim Deneke
9th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 6,
I had the unfortunate experience 

of COVID 19 the weekend of the 8th 
through the 11th of October when I had 
to be in quarantine because of a family 
member having COVID. I missed 
the 6th District meeting on October 
10th when they elected a District 
Vice Commander for my District. I 
would like to welcome Cailey Soland 
to the position of 6th District Vice 

Commander. 
I want to thank Whiteshield for hosting the 6th and 9th 

District joint meeting. I really missed seeing everyone at 
the meeting. 

I want to wish everyone a good Veteran’s Day 
celebration for remembering all of our nation’s veterans, 
past, present and those currently serving to protect our 
freedom

Allan Magnuson
6th District Cmdr

Everyone Deserves a Great Life

601 24th Ave. SW
Minot, ND

(701) 858-9800

Greetings from District 7,
Clark Grosz Post 189 of Hazen 

was the host for the 7th District Fall 
Meeting on October 23, 2021, at 1:00 
pm. As District 7 Commander, I called 
the meeting to order. Sergeant-at-Arms 
Bob Neuberger had the Color Guard 
present the Colors. Post Chaplain Wes 
Gunsch offered a Prayer. The MIA/

POW Remembrance and the Preamble 
were read. District 7 Unit President LuAlice Stockert 
gave her welcome message along with Post 189 Vice 
Commander and Department Commander Steve Anderson 
as well.

Ian Busche from Hazen gave his report on attending 
Boys State. Ian was elected the 2021 Governor of North 
Dakota  Boys State. District 7 is so very proud of Ian. 

District 7 Vice Commander Vernon Laning read 
the Roll Call of Posts. There were 9 Posts present with 
16 members present. We had Committee reports on 
SAL, Oratorical, Boys State, Membership, Baseball, 
and Department Commander Steve Anderson’s report. 
Department Adjutant Ron Matthews handed out the Post 
Awards. No further business, Post Chaplain Gunsch offered 
the Benediction. The Color Guard Retired the Colors and 
the 7th District Fall Meeting was adjourned.

On November 1, 2021, I attended the monthly meeting 
at Hebron Post 100. Mercer County Service Officer Ron 
Crowley also attended the meeting. Ron answered questions 
about VA appointments and other important questions.

It was nice to visit with Legion and Auxiliary 
members. I picked the right night to attend their meeting 
it was a potluck supper. I plan on visiting other Posts in 
District 7 in the future.

G. Reichenberg
7th District Cmdr

Leave a Legacy
Serving all of North Dakota
Pole Sales and Installs • Flag Repair
Flag Subscriptions • Flag Retirement

701.571-3524 
www.ndflagpoleguy.com 

416 3rd Avenue Northeast
Devil’s Lake, ND

(701) 662-2212

PA INT ING CONTR ACTOR
PO BOX  948  FARGO

(701)  282-9225
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting. 
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”

Bismarck - Post #1
Herman, Eldon................................................... 02/2021
Bierdeman, James........................................ 09/01/2021

Fargo – Post #2
Lechner, Robert ............................................ 08/27/2021
Long, Robert ................................................... 1/05/2021 

Dickinson – Post #3
Steckler, Ken ................................................ 03/23/2021
Schaff, David ................................................ 03/09/2019
Parke, Cyril ................................................... 06/01/2021
Scneider, Joseph .......................................... 10/07/2020
Lundberg, Calvin .......................................... 06/06/2020
Thompson, Rolland ...................................... 10/12/2020
Thorstad, Allan.............................................. 06/14/2021
Bogner, Larry ................................................ 07/04/2021
Herold, Joseph ..............................................11/19/2020

Grand Forks – Post #6
Groven, Phyllis ....................................... Unknown DOD
Hoffart, Roger ............................................... 10/04/2021

Ray – Post #9
Jorgenson, James .........................................11/02/2021

Washburn – Post #12
Feldman, Gene ............................................. 08/18/2021

Jamestown – Post #14
Kramer, Elton ................................................ 08/21/2021
Laraway, Harold ............................................ 08/15/2021
Swarkowski, Dick .......................................... 07/29/2021

Wahpeton – Post #20
Diederick Harold ........................................... 09/13/2021

Lakota – Post #21 
Larson, Kenneth .......................................Unknown DOD 
Steinmann, Merle .....................................Unknown DOD 
Sundeen, Oluf...........................................Unknown DOD

Rugby – Post #23
Moldenhauer, Dale ........................................11/05/2021

Carrington – Post #25
Schroeder, Lorraine ................................ Unknown DOD

Minot – Post #26
Wolfe, Claude ............................................... 10/24/2021
Aas, Lynn ...................................................... 10/28/2021
Molzahn, Ronald........................................... 07/29/2021
Latimer, Lowell.............................................. 08/13/2021
Hoff, Dwaine ................................................. 10/07/2021
Iverson, Roger .............................................. 10/14/2021
Johnson, Wayne ........................................... 10/14/2021
Arlt, Ernest .................................................... 10/16/2021
Rafferty, Gene .............................................. 10/21/2021

Drake – Post #32
Jacobson, James.......................................... 10/15/2021

Lignite – Post #35
Schultz, William ...................................... Unknown DOD
Kleppen, Clayton .................................... Unknown DOD

Oakes – Post #36
Pritchard, Willis ............................................. 10/14/2021

Velva – Post #39
Goldade, Joseph, Jr ............................... Unknown DOD
Jans, Leo ................................................ Unknown DOD
Johnson, Gerald W. ................................ Unknown DOD
Swartwout, Jimmie ................................. Unknown DOD
Weidler, Robert  ...................................... Unknown DOD

Mandan – Post #40
Sturn, Matt .................................................... 03/02/2021 
Woodard, Dan .............................................. 03/06/2021

Bottineau – Post #42
Sveen, G.O. ............................................ Unknown DOD

Killdeer – Post #46
Norberg, Clarence .................................. Unknown DOD

Bowman – Post #48
Crevier,Clarence ........................................... 10/09/2021

Linton – Post #54
Ballard, John Sr. ..................................... Unknown DOD 
Beitelspacher, Neil .................................. Unknown DOD 
Horner, Virgil ........................................... Unknown DOD 
Meidinger, Jerome .................................. Unknown DOD 
Ohlhauser, Marlon .................................. Unknown DOD

New England – Post #66
Kilwein, Frank ......................................... Unknown DOD
Schmidt, Leslie ....................................... Unknown DOD

Cando – Post #79
Curl, Robert .................................................. 08/09/2021

Minnewaukan – Post #86
Rohrer, Arvin ................................................. 09/25/2021

Wishek – Post #87
Gall, Marvin .................................................. 07/09/2021

Center – Post #90
Erdman, Robert .............................................11/03/2021

Portland – Post #93
Peterson, Ralph ............................................ 09/13/2021

Langdon – Post #98
Charon, Dale .......................................... Unknown DOD
Lorenz, Richard ...................................... Unknown DOD

Kensal – Post #103
Neva, Robert ................................................ 10/14/2021

Portal – Post #109
Gulbranson, Wade .................................. Unknown DOD

Binford – Post #111
Clemens, Garfield ......................................... 09/10/2021

Hettinger – Post #115
Wolff, Keith ................................................... 08/12/2021

Parshall – Post #121
Hovey, Kenneth ............................................ 05/05/2021

Maddock – Post #123
Neumiller, Gene ............................................ 07/24/2021
Hunter, Robert .............................................. 05/08/2021

McClusky – Post #124
Bertsch, Donald ...................................... Unknown DOD
Neuharth, Robert .................................... Unknown DOD

Hazelton – Post #126
Gimbel, Les .................................................. 10/23/2021

Bowbells – Post #127
Ryberg, Allen ................................................ 09/07/2021

Turtle Lake – Post #133
Klinger, James ................................................... 07/2021

McVille – Post #135
Lindvall, Roy ................................................. 10/05/2021

Tioga – Post #139
Opdahl, Dale........................................... Unknown DOD

Belfield – Post #144
Symionow, Nick ............................................ 05/20/2021
Hutzenbiler, John .......................................... 08/09/2021
Newton, Gary................................................ 10/09/2021

Park River – Post #147
Nelson, Richard ............................................ 09/25/2021
Slaamod, Wallace ......................................... 09/08/2021

McHenry – Post #160
Anderson, Dennis ................................... Unknown DOD

Berthold – Post #171
Martin, Bruce .......................................... Unknown DOD

Bowdon – Post #175
Koeller, Robert ........................................ Unknown DOD

Milton – Post #179
Gross, Leonard ............................................. 02/15/2021

Richardton – Post #180
Steink, Ray ................................................... 08/31/2021
Tormaschy, Eugene .......................................10/11/2021

Thompson – Post #181
Mayers, Donald ...................................... Unknown DOD

Fingal – Post #187
Loibl, Jerome ................................................ 01/31/2021

Hazen – Post #189
Anvik, Roger ................................................. 10/23/2021
Iverson, Glen ................................................ 09/04/2021

Gwinner – Post #191
Colgrove, Clarence ....................................... 08/27/2021

Pisek – Post #208
Peterka, Joseph............................................ 09/05/2021

Tappen – Post #212
Berg, Dale............................................... Unknown DOD
Hins, Reuben .......................................... Unknown DOD

Sherwood – Post #213
Keith, Oran ................................................... 10/06/2021

Mountain – Post #227
Kristjanson, K.M. .................................... Unknown DOD

Makoti – Post #230
Shafer, Jesse .......................................... Unknown DOD

Rolla – Post #235
Hyndman, Paul ....................................... Unknown DOD 

Michigan – Post #238
Reep, Wayne ................................................ 08/30/2021
Ryba, Duane................................................. 10/30/2021

Forest River – Post #251
Scott, John.................................................... 09/30/2021

Halliday – Post #258
Weisz, Larry ............................................ Unknown DOD 

Streeter – Post #265
McCarty, Lynn ................................................11/05/2021

Hampden – Post #266
Iverson, Donald ...................................... Unknown DOD
Werner, Larry .......................................... Unknown DOD

Butte – Post #270
Fiedler, Arnold......................................... Unknown DOD

Fordville – Post #274
Mitchell, Gerald....................................... Unknown DOD
Helland, Gary.......................................... Unknown DOD

Forbes – Post #277
Merkel, Robert ...............................................11/17/2020

New Town – Post #290
Steen, Lee .............................................. Unknown DOD
Steveson, John ....................................... Unknown DOD

Manvel – Post #299
Berntson, Douglas ........................................ 09/30/2021

West Fargo – Post #308
Barta, Joseph ............................................... 08/27/2021

For your safety and the safety
of others... call before you dig!

Know what’s below.
      Call before you dig.

21 First Avenue S.E., Minot, ND
(701) 852-0561

Open 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Connected
We’re proud to be part of the communities 
we serve. We value our customers and our 
relationships. And we’re dedicated to the 
growth and success of this region as we 
mindfully ensure a vital, connected future.

Full line of genuine leather 
Fashion coats and gloves

Pendleton coats and accessories

408 20th Avenue SE
Minot, ND

(701) 852-0722

Independently Owned & Operated

1315 South Broadway, Minot, ND
(701) 838.1055 • redwing1@srt.com

Minot Park District
420 3rd Ave SW, Minot, ND 58701

www.minotparks.com
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Boys State will once again be held in Wahpeton at 
NDSCS on June 12-17, 2022.  North Dakota Boys State 
is one of our great programs sponsored by The American 
Legion. 

North Dakota Boys State attendees are less and less 
each year.  In 2021 ND Boys State had 70 attendees of 
which were from 2020 and 2021.  The COVID pandemic 
caused the cancellation of Boy State in 2020.  The 
attendance was 60 Juniors and 10 were Seniors.  This 
program is a once in a lifetime opportunity and the 
knowledge of its continuance is waning.  All ND Posts, 
as one voice, need to get awareness out in the state to 
parents, High School juniors and family members of this 
fantastic program.

We are asking for donations from all who can, 
or have the opportunity, to give for advertising.  We 
want to advertise across the entire state with 30-second 
advertising spots around the local news and times when it 
works in the television programming. These spots would 
be viewed in March prior to the ND Boys State program 
in June.

Advertising monies would only be for ND Boys 
State. The cost estimate, at this time, is $4,000 for the 
advertising spots statewide. If approved, at your Post, 
please make your check payable to: ND American Legion 
with advertising written on the memo line and mail to:

2022 North Dakota Boys State 
June 12-17 in Wahpeton

Statewide support is needed to turn this vision into reality with best wishes to all Posts for giving this an opportunity 
for success. Thank you, for your thoughtful consideration.

Ron Matthews
ND Boys State Secretary

Advertising for North Dakota Boys State 
Boys State will once again be held in Wahpeton at NDSCS on June 12-17, 2022.  North Dakota Boys State is one of our 
great programs sponsored by The American Legion.  
North Dakota Boys State attendees are less and less each year.  In 2021 ND Boys State had 70 attendees of which were 
from 2020 and 2021.  The COVID pandemic caused the cancellation of Boy State in 2020.  The attendance was 60 Juniors 
and 10 were Seniors.  This program is a once in a lifetime opportunity and the knowledge of its continuance is waning.  All 
ND Posts, as one voice, need to get awareness out in the state to parents, High School juniors and family members of this 
fantastic program. 
We are asking for donations from all who can, or have the opportunity, to give for advertising.  We want to advertise across 
the entire state with 30-second advertising spots around the local news and times when it works in the television 
programming. These spots would be viewed in March prior to the ND Boys State program in June. 
Advertising monies would only be for ND Boys State. The cost estimate, at this time, is $4,000 for the advertising spots 
statewide.  If approved, at your Post, please make your check payable to: ND American Legion with advertising written on 
the memo line and mail to: 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

North Dakota American Legion  
PO Box 5057 
West Fargo, ND 58078 

We respectfully request a donation from your organization in one of the amounts listed below: 

______ $10 ______ $25 ______$50   ______  $100  _____$500   ______ $750 ______ Other   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Statewide support is needed to turn this vision into reality with best wishes to all Posts for giving this an opportunity for 
success. Thank you, for your thoughtful consideration. 

Ron Matthews 
ND Boys State Secretary    

 

North Dakota Boys State Advertising Donation Form
Send To:

Charging Forward in 2022
Greetings again to the Department of North Dakota! 

The 2022 membership year is off to a great start, and I 
want to congratulate our Squadrons for doing a good job 
on membership. We are meeting our membership target 
dates early and well, so let’s keep this momentum going. 
As of this writing, we are at 349 members, or just over 
38% of goal. Upcoming target dates are December 8 
(45%), January 20 (60%), February 9 (75%), and March 9 
(80%). Let’s hit these strong. My goal for our Detachment 
is the Triple Nickel Trophy, which is 105% of goal, 85% 
renewal, and chartering five new Squadrons. We can do it 
with your awesome work.

Our Winter Conference is coming up January 28-30, 
2022, in Bismarck and I want to encourage every Squadron 
to send members and have a good strong showing of 
SAL membership at the event. Your Detachment officers 
are working on providing a hospitality space, where you 
can grab a pop and snacks, as well as socialize with your 
fellow members. This is to increase the family-friendly 
options for our younger veterans and their families, so 
all are welcome to hang out. We are also going to have 
membership training available for our members and times 
for fun as well, so I hope to see many of you there. We 
are going to be raffling off at least one large door prize 
to raise funds for our programs, and a Detachment project 
and are looking to have other smaller door prizes to reward 
members for showing up, so plan to attend.

Also, we have invited National Commander Michael 
Fox to attend our Winter Conference and are waiting to 
hear on this, so this would be a great chance to meet a 
National-level officer, which does not happen often, so 
attendance will give you a chance to potentially meet him. 
More information will be shared to the Squadrons as it 
becomes known. 

We are going to have our business meeting at the 
Winter Conference, where we will update on where we 
are at in the year so far. In addition, we will start looking 
at our slate of officers for the 2022-2023 year, so if you 
have thought about stepping up to serve, please consider 
doing so and asking us about opportunities. We especially 
want to encourage our younger members to start looking 
for leadership opportunities, especially positions like 
Sergeant-at-Arms and Chaplain, but don’t be afraid to look 
at Command positions either. 

On September 24, I travelled to Devils Lake for 
Department Commander Steve Anderson’s Homecoming. 
It was an awesome time with a lot of levity and fun. Steve 
received lots of gifts (including lots of crayons) and was 
lightly roasted by the audience. Perhaps someday, the 
Detachment Commander will have a Homecoming event 
where the Legion Family can gather to have fun with them.

The Detachment officers and I spent much of October 
attending the district meetings across the state. My travels 
for this began with the 5th District in Bismarck on October 

2, where Detachment Adjutant Joe Camisa joined me, 
followed by the 3rd and 4th District combined meetings 
in Jamestown on October 9, where National Executive 
Committeeman Mike Miska joined me. I attended the 
combined 6th and 9th District meeting in White Shield with 
Todd Rikke and was impressed by the hospitality shown 
us by their Post, which included traditional songs and 
marches of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara. The meal 
was wonderful and the atmosphere welcoming. 

Detachment Membership Chairman Todd Rikke 
represented the Detachment on October 23 at the 7th 
District meeting in Hazen and the 8th District meeting in 
Dickinson. Finally, the meetings wrapped up on October 
30 in Harwood with the East Region districts (1st, 2nd, 
and 10th) gathering. Vice Commander Keith Kinneberg, 
Chaplain Gerald Puetz, Todd, and I attended, as well as 
Alternate NEC Frank Vondra, who spoke at the Auxiliary 
meeting. It was an honor to share about our Detachment to 
the Districts and meet friends and new folks along the way. 
Thank you to all the Districts for allowing us the chance to 
speak and welcoming us.

One exciting development is that we have two new 
Squadrons that expect to receive their charters. Squadron 
115 in Hettinger and Squadron 160 in McHenry. I am 
hoping to be able to present their charters either at their 
Post home, or at the coming Winter Conference. I want to 
encourage Posts to consider forming an SAL Squadron and 
to let me know how we can help you with that process, as I 
would be honored to present more charters going forward, 
and this gets us closer to that Triple Nickel Trophy.  

Veterans Day is an important time to step up to serve 
your community by getting involved in your Post’s Veterans 
Day activities. Please share what you do with us, so we 
can include them in this column and share at upcoming 
meetings. Also, my local Post was contacted by a Cub Scout 
leader regarding booklets on the Pledge and flag etiquette, 
which is part of their curriculum. I am moving forward with 
trying to forge a relationship to provide education on these 
topics and want to encourage your Squadrons to do the 
same with local Scouting groups and other youth groups in 
your area. I feel that flag education is a great way for us in 
the SAL to reach our young people and relates somewhat 
to the project of our National Commander Michael Fox, 
who is seeking to fly one million flags as part of his Flying 
Flags for Heroes project.

We will be mailing out information to the Squadrons 
on this, but I want to let you know that we are working 
on having Detachment apparel made, including polo shirts, 
T-shirts (especially for our youngest members), soft-shell 
jackets, ball caps, and Detachment pins for your caps. 
We will also be working on having tote bags and pens 
for distribution at Conferences and Conventions to hold 
booklets and other stuff you receive at registration to help 
spread the SAL brand. There will be an online store for 
members to purchase the items of their choosing. I want to 

encourage members to consider getting a polo to wear to 
events and represent our Detachment.

I want to ask all of you that happen to be on Facebook 
to follow and like our Detachment Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthDakotaSAL. There, you 
can share events your Squadron is doing, ask questions, 
and network with one another. We are also looking for 
more folks to help provide content for it, so please let me 
know if you can help with this. Also, check out our page 
at https://www.ndlegion.org/legion-family/sons/. Please let 
us know how we can improve this.

In closing, I want to thank you for the honor and 
privilege of serving as your Detachment Commander and 
to make myself available to you, so please feel free to 
email me at daniel.sauerwein@gmail.com with questions, 
or call/text me at 218-791-3804. I wish you all a safe and 
happy fall. Thank you for all you do for the Sons of the 
American Legion and keep up the great work.

For God and Country,

Best wishes American Legion, 
thank you for all you do and for your support.

Senator Curt Kreun

$2.00 off any purchase of $15.00 or more.
Excludes sale items • $15.00 is pre-tax

Just east of Cashwise, under the big yellow liquor sign

1404 33rd St. S. Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 232-7988 • Fax: (701) 237-9138
Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers

Detachment Commander Daniel Sauerwein presents Department 
Commander Steve Anderson with a gift at the 5th District meeting 
in Bismarck.

Detachment Commander Daniel Sauerwein and Detachment 
Adjutant Joe Camisa at the 5th District meeting in Bismarck. 
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American Legion Carroll O. Flesche Post #70 in Hatton, ND, lost 
their building to a fire on August 26, 2021. This has been the Post’s 
home since 1946. The Post is still planning their annual turkey 
bingo in November and will find a new Post home soon. The Post 
would like to thank all the firemen for all their hard work.

On August 22nd Tioga American Legion Post 139 held 
a birthday party for a 100-year-old WWII Veteran, Arnold 
Postovit. Mr.Postovit is one of the last remaining World War 
II former Prisoners of War living in North Dakota. Postovit 
enlisted in the United States Army July 24,1940. As an 
infantry man he was assigned to the 7th Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Infantry Division. His division made the invasion of 
Africa, they were the first ones to Sicily and then Italy. In 
January 1944 at Anzio, Italy, Postovit was captured by the 
Germans, held there for several days, and then taken to 
Germany. He spent 14 months in captivity as a Prisoner of 
War. On April 13,1945, one day after President Roosevelt 
died, he was liberated. He received the Bronze Star, a POW 
medal, Good Conduct medal, a European Theater medal, 
American Defense medal and the Combat Infantry medal.  He 
was discharged August 6,1945.

Legion Members displayed professionalism by utilizing 
legion protocol. Advancing and retrieving of colors, Pledge of 
Allegiance, and the POW remembrance ceremony.

United States Senator from North Dakota Kevin Kramer 
presented Mr. Postovit a flag that was flown over the US 
capitol. North Dakota Governor Burgum could not attend but 
sent us a letter wishing him a happy birthday and a challenge 
coin thanking him for his service. North Dakota American 
Legion Department Commander Steve Anderson presented 
Mr. Postovit an award. Other veteran organizations such as 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and Disabled American Veterans 
group were also present.

Mr. Postovit celebrated this event with his wife Marjorie, 
his children Penny, Mark, Terry and Stacey, his grandchildren, 
and numerous friends.

Left to right is as follows-Dave Berg (Local DAV Commander), 
Cory Moen (State VFW Commander), Matt Hurred (State DAV 
Commander), Senator Keven Kramer (North Dakota Senator), 
Steve Anderson (North Dakota Legion Commander), Scott Post 
(Post 139 Commander).   Sitting is Arnold Postovit and his wife 
Marjorie.

by Jane Brand, Hebron Herald
We are sending out a very huge thank you to Phil Lutz, 

brother of Past Department Commander Don Herrly, member 
of the Hebron Post, who now lives in Fargo. Phil is a life-
time member of Hebron’s Henry Biffert Post #100 of The 
American Legion who now lives in Montana.

Phil dropped off six large containers of “Pop Tabs” at 
the Hebron Herald. The six containers weighed in around 22 
pounds. Many people save pop tabs for the American Legion. 
It doesn’t take a second to remove a tab and place it in a 
container at home. Phil says he has been saving the pop tabs 
he brought to Hebron for quite a few years.

For those of you who don’t know about this project, the 
Legion and Auxiliary collect pop tabs all year long and the 
Legion takes them to their yearly annual meeting. Pop tabs 
come from communities from across North Dakota.

The pop tabs are then given to the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities. This is a popular fundraiser that benefits 
seriously ill children by helping provide a place for them and 
their families to stay while they are out of town for medical 

treatments. That is a blessing as medical treatment is not 
inexpensive and mom and dad don’t have to remain home 
because they can’t afford to book a room to sleep in when 
they are waiting for their very ill child to get better in the 
hospital. I have heard stories of moms and dads having to 
remain at a medical facility with their child for months on 
end.  Free and safe housing is a huge benefit to them.

Ronald McDonald Charities also brings the dental 
mobile to Hebron once a year where children in the Hebron 
School have their teeth repaired when mom and dad can’t 
afford to take them to a dentist.  That is another huge benefit 
from this project.

Again, thanks so much to Phil!! People like Phil add 
smiles to many faces especially to the ones that love and pray 
for the health of their very sick child.

The Legion and Auxiliary hope many others are saving 
those little pop tabs so they too can help out a family with a 
very sick child. If you don’t save them, you can get started 
today.

WW II veteran Neil Barkus has been a member of the 
American Legion for 68 years.

As part of his time serving from 1943-1946, 98-year-old 
World War II Navy veteran Neil Barkus was deployed to an 
aviation squadron in Guam.  

Veteran Barkus was visited by Adjutant George Barnes, 
and Legionnaire Rod Olin of the American Legion Post 14, 
and Legionnaire Warren Tobin to receive awards from The 
Last Mission and a World War II Disabled Veterans Challenge 
Coin #1478.

The Last Patrol’s mission is to serve veterans by bringing 
new friendships, honor ceremonies, & emergency assistance 
while in hospice care.

Picture submitted by American Legion Post 14 Adjutant 
George Barnes

By Kathy Steiner, Editor, The Jamestown Sun
About 2 1/2 years after it was just an idea in the making, 

the Sanborn Veterans Park was dedicated on Saturday, July 
3, 2021. The event was held during the annual Fourth of July 
activities that were celebrated this year on July 3 in Sanborn.

Late in 2018, Jim Drong told fellow members of 
the Eckelson-Sanborn American Legion Post 202 that he 
wanted to donate land in Sanborn for some type of veteran’s 
memorial, but he wasn’t sure what kind of project to do. 
Joe Pesek of Spiritwood, who was present that day, said he 
thought about it for a few months.

Pesek noted the VFW in Valley City had closed and 
the Legion Club there had been sold. There are not a lot of 
younger people interested in the organizations, he said.

“I thought it was just the last hurrah ... that we needed 
to do this in our community to remember everybody for what 
they’ve done for the military service, and I don’t want to see 
that fade away,” he said. Pesek contacted a few of his friends. 
Could they take on such a project? “They said, ‘Well, if we 
don’t try, it will never happen,’” he said.

The work begins.
With a small committee of men who had all served in the 

military, including Pesek as chair, the group set out to build 
the park on land that Drong donated for that purpose to the 
city of Sanborn. Figuring out what to do took some creative 
thinking and hands-on work.

“We went out to Urbana, ND, where Cole Conley’s 
farm is ... he had a grain bin blow away in 2016, so I asked 
him, ‘Could we go out there so we could visualize what we 
wanted to build?’” Pesek said. “It was a 50-foot-diameter 
concrete slab (where the grain bin had been), and we made 
two separate trips up there and set up mock statues and we 
used some folding chairs for granite benches …”

And so what would eventually become the park was 
figured out, from tablets (monuments) to benches and the 
hexagon-shaped concrete that they would stand on. The 
project cost almost $100,000, paid for through fundraising 
and donations.

The project would not have been possible without 
people’s support, said Sanborn Mayor Charlie Brandenberg, 
who is also a member of the committee.

“It was just a big joint effort,” he said. “People came out 
and donated to it.”

At the site, plenty of labor was needed to turn it into the 
Sanborn Veterans Park.

“It was overgrown with trees,” Pesek said. “We spent 
many volunteer hours cutting down trees, chopping them up, 

hauling the wood away. And bringing dirt and fill into the 
park area.”

An area farmer offered dirt from his land for fill at the 
park.

“I think we moved 240 yards of black dirt off the field 
into the site and shaped it up,” Pesek said, with the help of 
someone else’s equipment that had been offered to assist with 
the work.

“Quite a process,” he said.
By the fall of 2020, the concrete was poured for the 

project, Pesek said. Last week, the flagpole, tablets and 
benches were placed.

“It just came together like it was supposed to be there,” 
Pesek said.

Sanborn Veterans Park
Sanborn Veterans Park is located at the intersection of 

Barnes County Road 11 and 5th Avenue, one block north of 
Main Street on the west side of Sanborn.

“The reason that’s called the Sanborn Veterans Park and 
it’s not the Sanborn Veterans Memorial Park is because it’s 
open to all living who have served and also the ones that have 
passed away,” Pesek said.

More than 600 names are already inscribed on six tablets 
representing the Army, Marines, Air Force and National 
Guard, and the tablets are designed for more names to be 
added. There are two tablets for the Army, which has the most 
names of the branches of service, Pesek said. While it’s open 
to all, about 95 percent of the names on the tablets have some 
connection to Sanborn and communities in the surrounding 
area, Pesek said.

“It is designed to be a perpetual program ... and the 
monuments are polished on both sides so when the front side 
fills up we can turn around and put them on the backside,” 
Pesek said. “So, we have room for a lot. If that fills up, there’s 
room to add more tablets.”

Each of the six tablets is 36 inches wide, 79 inches tall 
and 8 inches thick.

“They’re made of Mesabi black granite and that granite 
comes from Babbitt, MN, where it’s mined right there. We 
call it homegrown granite,” Pesek said.

It was important to have granite from America versus 
something that was imported, he said.

Each of the tablets has a granite bench facing it, what 
Pesek calls reflection benches where people can sit and 
read the names. There are two other benches at the site as 
well. Pesek said seven families with a military history each 
purchased a bench to place in the park and the eighth one was 

purchased by Eckelson-Sanborn American Legion Post 202.
There are also dedication and donation tablets near the 

entrance of the Sanborn Veterans Park.
Don Schlotman, a member of the committee, said while 

it’s named for veterans, the support from others made it 
possible.

“My gut feeling is it puts Sanborn on the map,” 
Brandenburg said. “... I was kind of skeptical at first that 
it was going to fly. But it just started snowballing and the 
community response has just been tremendous for donations 
and bringing names.”

The dedication for Sanborn Veterans Park included 
a flyover from Toby McPherson of  Page, ND, in a P-51 
Mustang fighter plane from World War II, guest speakers and 
music by the Jamestown Drum and Bugle Corps. 

Members of the 
committee for the 
project in addition to 
Pesek, Brandenberg 
and Schlotman 
are Dan Wieland, 
Travis Podoll and 
Wayne Becker, 
treasurer. Connie 
Becker serves as the 
secretary.

Hebron Post 100

Sanborn Veterans Park

Four of the six Committee members for the Sanborn Veterans Park.  
Left to right, Don Schlotman, Sanborn Mayor Charlie Brandenberg, 
Treasurer Wayne Becker and Chairman Joe Pesek.  Not pictured 
Dan Wieland and Travis Podoll.

Jamestown Post 14 Tioga Post 139
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Henry Kelly Awarded 
Quilt of Valor

Honoring Heroes
Engaging Communities
Defending Freedom

We have a lot in common.

Thank you for your service defending democracy 
& freedom of the press.
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Please support  
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for Eastern Regional 
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for 2022
• Served 8 years active duty  

 with the U.S. Army
• Commander and Adjutant  

 for Post 84, Lidgerwood
• Past District Vice Commander and Commander  

 for District 10
• Two time Department Membership Chairman
• Past Adjutant for the SAL Detachment of ND
• National American Legion College, Class of 2019
• Current member on the Law and Order    

 subcommittee for National Defense.

Beck-Sherven-Foreman
American Legion Post 290

Main Street, New Town, ND
(701) 627-4409

Open to the Public
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Always welcoming new members
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On October 23, 2021, Joseph 
Posch was also awarded 
Quilts of Valor by the Stitching 
Hearts QOV group 74749 
at the Harwood American 
Legion. Posch served in WWII 
with the US Marine Corps and 
was in Nagasaki the day after 
the bomb was dropped.

By Allison Olimb, Editor
The Wash County Press
A former Walsh County Press publisher made the trip 

to Park River the last week of October for a visit with just 
a few of his closest friends and receive the honor of being 
awarded a Quilt of Valor. The private celebration at the Park 
River American Legion featured a few words from the guest 
of honor Henry W. Kelly himself.

“I’m so glad to be home here in Park River! Jeepers 
Martha, it’s a haven that I’ve missed so much during the past 
20 years that I’ve lived in Sarasota, FL and Darien, CT.

“Right now, I am a resident of the North Dakota Veterans 
Home in Lisbon, ND. I expect to live the rest of my life there. 
Your own Mayor Dan Stenvold has the status of a rock star 
there for his unceasing devotion and razor-sharp intellect in 
furthering the stature of all the veterans in North Dakota and 
even further out. He is truly a legend with his friend, Mark, 
who is administrator of the Veterans Home.”

Kelly, who is 96 years of age, was the man behind the 
Walsh County Press until his retirement in 2001. He came 
back for a short visit with his son Sean. He joked that he 
offered a prepared statement so he would not have to take out 
a half-page ad in the Press to defend his comments.

The event, organized in part by Mayor Stenvold, was a 
way for Kelly to both reconnect with old friends and a way 
for the community to honor him by awarding him a Quilt of 
Valor.

“Words haven’t been born yet to describe how happy I 
am to be here the afternoon with each and every one of you.” 
He noted the friends and spouses in attendance he held dear, 
some for more than 40 years.

Kelly served in the navy during World War II from 1944 
to 1945, discharged at the rank of petty officer. Stenvold 
nominated Kelly to receive a Quilt of Valor, having previously 
been awarded one himself. The quilt Kelly received was 
awarded from the Northern Valley Quilts of Valor group 
71342.

A Quilt of Valor is a quality, handmade quilt that is 
machine or hand quilted. It is awarded to a Service Member 
or Veteran who has been touched by war. The Quilt says 
unequivocally, “Thank you for your service and sacrifice in 
serving our nation.”

To use the term Quilt of Valor, Quilts of Valor or QOV, 
the quilt must be a specific size, must have a label with 
required information, it must be awarded (it is not a gift) and 
it must be recorded.

Henry Kelly was awarded a Quilt of Valor from Lanet Huttunen 
and Kathy Bernstrom. Park River American Legion Members 
present (left to right) were Paul Daley, Jim Mosolf and 
Duane Kram. Photo credit to Larry Biri, Walsh County Press. 
 

Quilts of Valor Awarded

    Veteran's Day Word Search 
Instructions: Try to find all the hidden Veteran's Day words in the word search puzzle 
below. (Words can be spelled forwards, backwards, diagonally, up, or down.) 

G J T Y P X C X K S D N A U R B P W K L E I Q V O 
D X R F K N N J W C U R V W D P I D F I J Y S E V 
J Y M R R A P T Y F Z E A E J M Z M A X R A L E W 
E A R T R E B R Z H T X C U R I J J S X M Y O Y M 
Y K Y C M Z Y X S E K I G R G S B B N E R C K E P 
Z F D V Z B X R R C V S W T W Z L G R M E Q M L E 
T U S U I I E A L R V W P O E N N I E M Z N Y K K 
O R C I T V N B E C V V R J M W C D E C R B G Y S 
I L S F H Y L S I Y Y H Y M R A A T G A L M W X M 
U L Y K C S Y H R N I D Z Y F L E L W K S M M I O 
H D X P X R S L F N Y F X K A R I A H V L L L F L 
E O D S W K D R X F K A F L Y U P T X I W I K Z N 
W M N W R V R N T F M J K T W J W F N X T V H B W 
T L L O S F R R E F W N I Q V G L L E A Y E W N I 
W Q D R R N J K O F G Z W L K A T S R N G S S W E 
D E Y Z P K A L W A E N K Y G F Q Y G P R I D E K 
D X Y H S Z G E I T Z D O Q U O O Y G H M B W H Q 
P L W Q V N M I C J H L Q C C L S Z F O L U F R H 

 
Word List 

AMERICA FLAG MILITARY 

ARMY GUARD PRIDE 

CEMETERY HONOR SERVICE 

DEFEND LIVES VETERAN 

DUTY MEDAL WAR 
 

Hankinson Quilts of Valor award night presented by the Stitching Hearts QOV group of Abercrombie on October 13, 2021. 
Veterans in front row from left to right: George Resler, Harlan Bladow, Bruce Murphy, Jim Sedler, Harry Emde, Pat Mahrer 
and Larry Milbrandt. Stitching Hearts QOV group 74749 members: Karen Krump, Pat Otto, Lou Ann Lee, Donna Berg and 
Barb Strand.
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American Legion Department of ND
TENTATIVE 

2022 Winter Conference Schedule
Bismarck Ramkota

Call 701-258-7700 for Room Reservations

Friday, January 28, 2022
  9:00 am ..... Foundation 
10:30 am...... DEC Meeting 
  2:00 pm ..... Registration (until 7:00 pm) 
  2:00 pm...... DSO Office Hours (until 5:30 pm) 
  2:00 pm...... Athletic Committee Meeting
  3:00 pm...... Legion Riders Meeting 
  4:00 pm...... 40 et 8 Grand Cheminot Meeting 
  4:30 pm  .... District Vice Commanders Meeting with  
                      Commander-Elect 
  5:30 pm...... First Time Attendees  
  7:00 pm ����� Joint Opening Session 

Saturday, January 29, 2022
  7:00 am...... Oratorical Committee Meeting 
  8:00 am ..... Registration (until Noon) 
  8:00 am  .... DSO Office Hours (until 11:00 am)
  8:30 am  ���� Legion Session 
10:00 am...... Boys State Committee Meeting 
10:00 am ..... SAL Meeting/Social 
11:00 am ...... VA&R Committee Meeting 

Saturday, January 29, 2022 cont’d
  1:00pm ...... DSO Office Hours (until 4:00 pm)
  1:00 pm ����� Legion Family Programs Joint Session 
  1:30 pm ����� High School Oratorical Contest Finals 
  4:00 pm...... PTSD Breakout Session 
  4:00 pm ..... Delegate Selection Committee 
  5:00 pm ����� Winter Conference Banquet Social 
  6:00 pm ����� Winter Conference Banquet 

Sunday, January 30, 2022
  8:00 am...... Post Service Officers 
  8:00 am...... Americanism/CY Committee 
  8:00 am ..... National Commissions and Committees 
  9:00 am...... Dist and Regional Officers Meet with Cmdr/ 
                      M&PA Meeting 
  9:00 am...... National Guard and Reserve 
  9:00 am...... SAL Informational Session 
  9:00 am ..... Press Association Committee 
10:30 am...... Joint Memorial Service 
                      Commander Anderson Closes 

2022 Winter Conference  
American Legion Advanced Registration and Banquet Ticket Order Form 

January 28-30 at the Ramkota in Bismarck, ND 
Please call the Ramkota at 701-258-7700 ask for the American Legion room block discount 

Please mail the registration form and payment to 
  
 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE DO NOT MAIL WITH SWEEPSTAKES TICKETS Total Amount Enclosed  $________ 

Post/Squadron Location ______________________  Post/Squad # _________  District # _________ 

Winter Conference Legion/SAL Registration Fee:  $25 
Preregistration Advanced Banquet Ticket Price:  $30  
(Cutoff for Preregistered Advanced Tickets Discount is 1/12/2022)  

Banquet Ticket Price after January 12th:  $35 
 

Banquet Menu Options 
Tender Beef Tips  
Braised beef tips, mushrooms, and onions simmered in burgundy wine 
sauce served over mashed potatoes.  

Apple Whiskey Pork Chop 
Baked pork chop smothered with an apple, honey, and whiskey glaze.  
GLUTEN FREE 

Please note the price of the banquet tickets increases by $5 after January 12th.  A limited number of tickets are available at 
the registration desk on a first come first serve basis.   Preregistration forms will not be accepted after January 19th and you 
will be required to register at the Winter Conference. 

ND American Legion 
405 West Main Ave Suite 4-A 

West Fargo, ND  58078  

 

Member Name ____________________________________ 

Tender Beef Tips            #____ x $30 = $_________ 

Apple Whiskey Pork Chop        #____ x $30 = $_________ 

Registration Fee $25           = $      25____          

Total Due             $_________
 

Member Name ____________________________________ 

Tender Beef Tips            #____ x $30 = $_________ 

Apple Whiskey Pork Chop        #____ x $30 = $_________ 

Registration Fee $25           = $      25____          

Total Due             $_________

FARGO | SOUTH FARGO | WAHPETON 
CARRINGTON | BISMARCK | WATFORD CITY 

ELITE TIRE- WILLISTON

OIL CHANGES & 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

DYNO TESTING • KELDERMAN AIR RIDE • EDGE PRODUCTS
NAPA AUTO CARE CENTER • COMPLETE DRIVE LINE WORK

Brandon Adams
701-371-7717

Josh Boyer
320-533-0382

Phone: 701-587-6335                   Fax: 701-587-5529
Email: Mike@mikescustomtrucks.com   www.mikescustomtrucks.com

3505 5th Ave. NE • P.O.. Box 368 Northwood, ND 58267

BALANCING • COMBINE ROTORS & STRAW CHOPPERS 

AFFORDABLE, SECURE 360° VIEW OF YOUR PROPERTY

HOME AND BUSINESS SURVEILLANCE

WATCH

Brought to you by the same company that
 brings you local sports, live statewide:

888.475.2361
bek.coop

BEK Watch cameras give you 24/7 surveillance of 
your buildings and your entire property.

View live video and surveillance history from 
anywhere using our secure mobile app.

SPORTS

American Legion Department of ND
2021 9-11 Patriot Day Sweepstakes

The drawing was held on Monday, September 13, 2021 at the 
American Legion Department of ND

$2000 Grand Prize Winner
James Drong of Sanborn Post 202

$1000 Prize Winner
Carmyn Lykken of Larimore Post 97

$200 Prize Winners
Marlin Karlstad of Mayville Post 8
Michael Haugen of Fargo Post 2

$100 Prize Winners
Vincent Malnourie, Sr of White  

Shield Post 253
Gary Bergstrom of Manvel Post 299
Melvin Steiner of Dickinson Post 3

Dan Stenvold of Park River Post 147
Glen Hofer of Bismarck Post 1

Lynn Johnson of Brocket Post 61


