
ANDERSON - Begins Term as Department Commander
Dan Brown, Elected as Department Commander-Elect

District 5 meeting will be held in Bismarck, ND, 
on Saturday, October 2, 2021, at 10:30 am.

Districts 3 & 4 meetings will be held in Jamestown, 
ND, on Saturday, October 9, 2021, at 4:00 pm.

Districts 6 & 9 meeting will be held in White 
Shield, ND, on Sunday, October 10, 2021, at 2:00 pm.

District 7 meeting will be held in Hazen, ND, on 
Saturday, October 23, 2021, at 1:00 pm Central Time

District 8 meeting will be held in Dickinson, ND, 
on Saturday, October 23, 2021, Social at 5:00 pm and 
meeting at 6:00 pm Mountain Time.

Districts 1, 2 & 10 meeting will be held in 
Harwood, ND, on Saturday, October 30, 2021. Social 
at 4:00 pm and meeting at 5:00 pm

The District Commander will conduct the District 
meeting with the assistance of their District Vice 
Commander and under the guidance of their Regional 
Vice Commander. Various Department Officers will be 
on the agenda to bring Legionnaires up to date on their 
programs. Each District Commander and/or “Host 
Post” will be mailing out additional information to the 
posts within their respective districts.

Delegates to the annual Department Convention 
in Minot, ND, confirmed Steve Anderson as 2021-
2022 Department Commander to lead the North Dakota 
American Legion throughout the next year.

Department Commander Anderson is a member 
of Post #79 in Cando. He has served as District 3 Vice-
Commander, District 3 Commander, Central Region Vice 
Commander and is the Director of local American Legion 
Riders Chapter.  Steve retired from the USMC as a Gunnery 
Sergeant.

Dan Brown was elected Department Commander-
Elect. Dan is a member of Williston Post #37 and is a two-
term Post Commander and currently is the Post Adjutant. He 
has served as District 9 Commander and Vice Commander 
and served as the West Region Vice Commander. Dan is a 
member of the ND Administrative Committee on Veteran 
Affairs.

Three Department Vice-Commanders were also 
elected during the convention.  Clarence Carroll member 
of Larimore Post #97 will serve as the Eastern Region 
Vice-Commander; Troy Reemtsma member of Cando Post 
#79 will serve as the Central Region Vice-Commander; 
and Thomas Ryan member of Williston Post #37 will serve 
as the Western Region Vice-Commander. Derrick Childs 
member of Cando Post #79 was elected as the Department 
Finance Officer

The North Dakota Veterans Cemetery conducted its 
10,000th interment today, June 4. Interments consist of both 
burials and cremation. The cemetery is a state-run, state-
funded facility, that is administered by the office of the 
North Dakota National Guard adjutant general and accepts 
burial plot allowance for each Veteran interment from the 
Veterans Benefits Administration.  It’s also assisted by 
charitable contributions and occasional grants administered 
by the VA National Cemetery Administration’s Veterans 
Cemetery Grant Program.

“As North Dakotans, we are eternally grateful for the 
incredible service and sacrifice of our military members 
and their families, as well as the cemetery staff and 
volunteers who maintain the beauty and serenity of these 
hallowed grounds to honor them,” said Gov. Doug Burgum, 
commander-in-chief of the North Dakota National Guard. 
“Nearly three decades after its creation, the North Dakota 
Veterans Cemetery continues to give our military heroes 
and their families the proper final resting place they deserve 
for defending our freedom.”

The North Dakota Veterans Cemetery was built in 1992 
using only state funding and charitable contributions.  The 
cemetery serves as the site of the North Dakota National 
Guard’s annual Memorial Day ceremony and each 
December, the North Dakota Civil Air Patrol sponsors the 
Wreaths Across America event.

“The North Dakota Veterans Cemetery is a dignified 
final resting place for deceased service members and their 
dependents,” said Brig. Gen. Jackie Huber, deputy adjutant 
for the North Dakota National Guard. “The director, Pam 
Helbling-Schafer, her staff, and the many volunteers that 
help mow grass through the spring and summer months 
work hard to ensure these beautiful rolling hills are well 
maintained.”

Huber chairs the North Dakota Veterans Cemetery 
Foundation a board of directors comprised of volunteers 
that provide strategic vision for the facility deciding 
how appropriated and donated funds will be used for the 
perpetual care and maintenance of the cemetery.

Among those interred are a Civil War Veteran, John 
A. Murray, who died April 20, 1916. His remains were 
re-interred on August 18, 1992. There are two Spanish-
American war Veterans, 14 Veterans who served during 
World War I, 2,458 of World War II, 1,861 of the Korean 
War, 1,400 of the Vietnam War, 100 of the Persian Gulf 
conflict, and 38 Veterans who served in the military during 
the Global War on Terrorism era.

The North Dakota Veteran’s Cemetery is located on a 
70-acre tract of land southwest of Fort Abraham Lincoln 
State Park was established by an act of the North Dakota 
state Legislative Assembly in 1989. 

Credit North Dakota Veterans Cemetery
Photo credit North Dakota Veterans Cemetery
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Please Patronize our Advertisers. 
Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their businesses in our publications.

Let’s let them know that we appreciate them.
Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email npi@comcast.net to get advertising pricing and  

placement information. 

Mandan Regional Airport 

Lawler Field

(701) 663-0669
(701) 391 1394

www.mandanairport.com
manager@mandanairport.com

Beck-Sherven-Foreman
American Legion Post 290

Main Street, New Town, ND
(701) 627-4409

Open to the Public
Legion meetings, 2nd Thursday monthly

Always welcoming new members
Beer • Cocktails • Food • Bingo • Music

Fun Times • Good People

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
TM ® SM

Corteva Agriscience
Wahpeton Production

17835 Highway 13
Wahpeton, ND 58075

701-642-5300

info@vueccu.com
www.vueccu.com

NMLS# 191824

Main Office:
818 E. Main Avenue
P.O. Box 2336
Bismarck, ND 58502
phone: 701/223.6533
fax: 701/224.0124

North Branch:
1655 N. Grandview Lane

Suite 106
Bismarck, ND 58503
phone: 701/258.6353

fax: 701/255.7192

t h e  f o c u s  i s  o n  y o u

Boys State
The Boys State week of June 13-18 was very 

successful. We had both the 2020 and the 2021 junior boys 
attend this year. Our numbers were down, but I expected 
that would be the case because we did not have Boys State 
last year. All the young men that attended did a great job 
and said it was one of the best weeks they had ever had. We 
had Ten, 2020 delegates and Sixty 2021 delegates. Each 
post that sent a boy to Boys State needs to pat yourself on 
the back for sending some of the best delegates we have 
had attend our great program. I want to thank all of you that 
have donated to the Boys State program. Remember these 
young men are our future.  

This year we had two Governors voted in. One for 
2020 and his name is Granger Dick from Lisbon. The 
2020 Lt Governor is Paul Whitaker from Mayville. The 
2021 Governor is Ian Busche from Hazen. The 2021 Lt 
Governor is Rylan Vibeto from Minot.  

This year we had four young men go to Boys Nation.  
Carsten Irgens, Bismarck and Rylan Vibeto, Minot to 
represent North Dakota. Maine did not hold their Boys 
State this year, so North Dakota was able to send our two 
Alternates to represent Maine. They were Anthony Wanner, 
Fargo and Aidan Sears, Wheatland. We are so proud of the 
four delegates, and they did a great job. 
Awards given out at Boys State:
John K. Kennelly Memorial Award: Landon Allex, Horace
Ken Fitch Memorial Award: Lucien Peterson, Wishek
Marcus L. McDonald Award: Jace Steffens, Hankinson
Samsung Scholarship Award: Rylan Vibeto, Minot
Kirk Smith Award: Gunnar Moody, Fargo
Boys State Scholarships: $250 - Zach Jeffers, Bismarck, 
$150 - Samuel Elliot, Hankinson and $100 - Paul Whitaker, 
Mayville

Thanks again to all the American Legion members for 
helping make this program a success.

NOBOUNDARIESND.COM/SAVINGS-PASS 

STEP 1—GET YOUR PASS 

Scan QR Code with 
your phone’s camera or 

visit website, below. 
This pass is a collection 
of Bismarck-Mandan   
attractions, retailers, 

restaurants and more, 
offering great 

discounts. 

STEP 2—RECEIVE TEXT 

Your pass will be  
instantly delivered to 
your phone via text 

and email and is ready 
to use! There is no app 
but your pass can be 
saved to your phone’s 
home screen for easy 

one-tap access. 

STEP 3—REDEEM 

When visiting a           
participating business, 

simply present your    
phone to the  

attendant or staff 
members to redeem 
available discounts. 

 
ENJOY! 

HOW THIS PASS WORKS: 

The Department traded off the 2013 Chevy Impala 
with 100,000 miles for a 2018 Chevy Equinox AWD with 
28,000 miles. The car is Certified Pre-Owned, so it comes 
with a warranty and free oil changes for the first two years. 
My thought was how can we use this car to bring more 
awareness to The American Legion? Wrap it! We had the 
car wrapped in Devils Lake at Extreme Signs and Graphics 
and they did an awesome job, as you can see from the 
pictures. A HUGE thank you to Post 29 in Watford City for 
paying for the wrap. Thank You!!

I already have had many compliments on the car; 
from thumps up driving down the road, people asking 
about it when parked, to having an Army Veteran ask for 
my picture beside the car. He wasn’t a Legionnaire. By 

the time we were done talking, he had an application in 
hand.  I believe that the more this car is seen, I’m hoping 
for more awareness, which hopefully will turn into new 
membership.

Steve Anderson
Department Commander

Update on Commander’s Car
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Department Commander . Steve Anderson, 370-0073, usmcanderson7797@gmail.com

Department Cmd Elect . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan Brown, 770-6036, dakotan22@yahoo.com

Department Vice Commanders

     Eastern Region . . . . . . . . . . Clarence Carroll, 910-584-8773, abnavnltc@yahoo.com

     Central Region . Troy Reemtsma, 605-431-2504, midnightmoon1969@hotmail.com

     Western Region  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Ryan, 774-3404, tpryan1953@yahoo.com

Department Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Matthews, 293-3120, adjutant@ndlegion.org

Department Finance Officer  . . . . . . .Derrick Childs, 351-8476, dchilds62@gmail.com

Department Chaplain  . . . . . . Karen Hutchins, 301-7513, hutchinskaren35@gmail.com

Department Executive Committeemen

     Eastern Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sven Mickels, 788-4248, svenm@midco.net

     Central Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bruce Sailer, 462-8300, mbsailer@beu.midco.net

     Western Region  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Weyrauch, 641-1105, airepair@nccray.com

DEC Chair  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kenny Wiederholt, 678-2366, kennyk@live.com

Dept Sergeant-At-Arm  . . . . . . . . . . . . Bryce Crosby, 662-2809, crosby@gondtc.com

NEC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dean Overby, 899-2535, overbydm@gmail.com

Alt NEC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Sateren, 247-2333, rogersateren@hotmail.com

Department Judge Advocate . .Mamie Havelka, 340-1621, mamie.havelka@outlook.com

Department Historian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Karen Meier, 595-3717, bgkjmeier@restel.net

Department Service Officer . Summer Kristianson, 451-4646, summer.kristianson@va.gov

Dept. Membership Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . Todd Rikke, 640-7964, toddrikke@gmail.com

District Commanders:

First District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dennis Kubischta, 789-0686, dmk@ictc.com

Second District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Troy Estvold, 541-5159, testvold80@gmail.com

Third District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tony Phillips, 305-0275, xroadking@live.com

Fourth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Douglas Wittmier, 269-5352, ginakaye58@yahoo.com

Fifth District  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brad Huber, 619-341-4649 brad.huber69@yahoo.com

Sixth District . . . . . . . . . . . . Allan Magnuson, 818-0362, magnusonallan@yahoo.com

Seventh District . . . . . . . George Reichenberg, 748-2364, gmreichenberg@westriv.com

Eighth District . . . . . . . . . . Jason Anderson, 449-9424, janderson@swhealthcare.net

Ninth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .n/a

Tenth District . . . . . . . . . . . William Carroll, Jr., 830-4201, wfcarrolljr0870@yahoo.com

District Vice Commanders:

First District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Veile, 789-0136, majjonveile@invisimax.com

Second District . . . . . . Erica Claus-Numsali, 864-0481, ericaclausnumsali@gmail.com

Third District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jacob Volk, 350-0560, msgvolk@yahoo.com

Fourth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .n/a

Fifth District  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ron Dykema, 782-4486 hayguy@bektel.com

Sixth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .n/a

Seventh District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vernon Laning, 355-0364, vlaning@bis.midco.net

Eighth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .n/a

Ninth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n/a

Tenth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brennan Bell, 308-0055,  b_bell69@hotmail.com

Greetings from Medora 
North Dakota. I’m taking a little 
mini vacation this week and I 
decided to write down a few 
thoughts before heading further 
south for the Sturgis motorcycle 
rally. 

What an honor it was to 
be elected to serve as your 

Eastern Region Vice Commander at our Department 
Convention in June. After two years of not being able 
to gather with my American Legion family it was great 
to see so many friendly faces and most important to 
me, was being back among like-minded Veterans who 
truly care about the programs that not only support 
our four pillars but enrich the lives of those we serve. 
My faith in humanity is restored when I see the many 
sacrifices that Veteran’s make to continue to serve and 
promote our way of life.

As the pandemic continues to wreak havoc on 
our lives, I would encourage everyone to be safe and 
protect those that are most vulnerable to the effects of 
this recent COVID variant. The District Commanders 
are busy scheduling Fall meetings and I look forward 
to visiting with you. Leadership will again be 
focused on recruiting this year. Let’s work hard this 
year on not only retaining the members we have but 
increasing our numbers so that we as The American 
Legion can continue to be viable in the eyes of our 
National decision makers. If we don’t take care of our 
own, who will fight for the rights of future Veterans? 
Although media outlets promote an agenda of doom 
and gloom, I refuse to accept that. Patriotism is alive 
and well! Get out and talk to your neighbors, be a 
presence in your communities, tell the story of The 
American Legion, and wear your American Legion 
cap/uniform with pride! Together we can make a 
difference!

Clarence Carroll
Eastern Region Vice Commander

Greeting my fellow 
Legionnaires,

I do hope this finds all of you 
healthy and staying safe. We are 
still here, standing tall, dealing 
with these uncharted territories. 
All we are striving for here in 
the West is to be better than we 
were yesterday. Be kind, be 

compassionate and do it all with that great big smile 
on our faces. 

What else do we do with the majority of our 
programs suspended, meetings canceled, one after 
another, not being able to enjoy the fellowship of our 
fellow Legionnaires and our Auxiliary members. We 
just continue to be the best we can be. We support our 
fellow veterans in need, provide financial assistance 
when we can, meals when they are hungry, big broad 
shoulders when timber is needed to support them and 
make sure our youth know we are here along with our 
entire communities. 

I do look forward to the day we all get to meet 
again in person and enjoy the fruits of our labor. The 
outstanding work all of you do in your communities 
may seem like it goes unnoticed at times, but believe 
me, it is appreciated and needed to maintain a strong 
fabric of humanity that keeps us all together. 

All I do know is that I am still here. Keep 
standing, keep hoping, keep believing and Godspeed 
to each and every one of you.

Tom Ryan
Western Region Vice Commander

The 2021 Department Convention in Minot was 
well received and an outstanding event. Since taking 
over as Department Commander, I have been pretty busy 
throughout the State and I have no plans to slow down. 
I have attended 11 Post meetings/events and was truly 
honored to present a National Defense Medal to a Korean 
War Veteran. At the Park River Parade on July 4th we were 
honored to have National Commander Bill Oxford present.  
After the Parade there was a meet and greet at Post 98 in 
Langdon which was well attended by Legionnaires from 
across the State. 

Michele and I had the honor of being in the State Fair 
parade in Minot.  Huge thank you to Post 26 for the float in 
the parade. I have more things coming on the horizon from 
the American Legion Class B games in Oakes to going to 
Bismarck and meeting with the Executive Director of ND 
Cares to see if we can work together on PTSD/Suicide 
Awareness project.  

Coming up in the very near future is the National 
Convention in Phoenix, AZ. The office staff has been 
extremely busy preparing for this. In regards to the 
office staff……….I don’t believe they get enough credit 
for everything they do for The American Legion in this 
great State. I have spent several days in the office since 
becoming Commander and I’m here to tell you, those 3 
are working extremely hard; whether it’s an event coming 
up or constant phone calls coming in looking for help 
and direction. Any chance you get, thank our staff for the 
exceptional work they do.

Coming up also is our Fall District meetings throughout 
the State. Going to try something a little different this year 
and hold meetings on Saturday mornings or afternoons. The 
intent with this idea is to hopefully get more participation.  
It gets dark earlier and no one likes driving home in the 
dark an extended way if they don’t have to. The intent is to 
get meetings done in plenty enough time to get everyone 
home before dark.

My calendar continues to grow each week with new 
events from around the State. Should a post or community 
request my presence at an event, I ask that you please 
contact me with enough notice in advance to schedule the 
occasion. I will attend all events which are possible.

My Homecoming is scheduled for September 25 in 
Devils Lake at the VFW. A block of rooms have been set 
aside. Information regarding my homecoming is posted on 
page 16. Any and all are welcome. I look forward to seeing 
as many as possible.

In closing, I want to thank all for their support and 
assistance this year. It is a great honor for Michele and I to 
serve as representatives of this great State as The American 
Legion. We will strive to make everyone proud of what we 
can do.  

“TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR 
COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO MUTUAL 
HELPFULNESS”. The 10th clause of our Preamble is the 
most important ideal expressed in our Preamble.

Good day fellow 
Legionnaires… I hope this finds 
everyone safe and sound. During 
the Department Convention 
I was elected as your Central 
Region Vice Commander. I do 
appreciate being selected and 
will do my best to represent our 
Region. It was great to be able to 
get together again and see some 

of those faces we haven’t seen in quite a while. I 
look forward to doing some travelling and visiting 
your Posts. With that I will need to know if your Post 
is having a special function. Such as, I talked with 
Mrs. Cox down in Wimbledon and she mentioned her 
post has a steak fry every now and then, along with a 
pancake breakfast. 

The 3rd, 4th and 5th Districts did a great job last 
year on their membership. Let’s keep it up and try for 
100% for every Post. I know at some of the smaller 
Posts/towns it will be a little more challenging as I 
too am from a small community. I would like to see 
a repeat of 100% CPR’s again this year for all of our 
Districts. If you are new to the Post Adjutant job, you 
can contact me and I will try to help you through the 
process, as I am also our Post Commander as well as 
the Post Adjutant. 

Fall District meetings are right around the corner. 
As of now 5th District is planning on having theirs on 
2 October in Bismarck. Districts 3 and 4 are looking 
to do a joined session in Jamestown on October 9th. 
I look forward to seeing all of you at the District 
meeting.

Commander Steve Anderson has his Project 
raffle going on. One is for a quilt for $5 apiece and the 
other raffle ticket is for $20 with various prizes such 
as smokers and a few guns. His project is Veteran’s 
suicide/PTSD awareness/prevention. 100% of the 
proceeds for the quilt go towards his project. Let’s get 
out there and support this for him.

Troy Reemtsma
Central Region Vice Commander
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Have You Paid Your 
2022 Membership Dues?

Ladies and Gentlemen:
As we are rounding off the corner of summer and 

heading into the fall season, we need to join together, and 
try to stay healthy and strong. The National Commander 
has asked that we keep up with the Buddy Checks. Call 
and check up on everybody not only in your post, but also 
in your community.

National Headquarters rolled out a new operating 
system in April and we are still battling a bag full of 
interesting bugs. Please be patient with us as we are trying 
to work things out.

Our membership goal this year is set by the National 
Commander is 12,180. We are asking that each person and 
post try to get one new member. They are out there. 

If you keep a running tab of what you do each month, 
at the end of the year when the consolidated post report 
comes due, it is not so hard to fill out. National Commander 
Paul Dillard requested 100% response for the CPR reposts.

National Commander Paul Dillard from Texas will be 
visiting North Dakota during our Winter Conference, to be 
held in Bismarck in January 28-30, 2022. Please plan on 
attending this year.

We are still looking for people who are willing to step 
up to take positions in the following Districts.

District 9 needs a District Commander and a Vice 
Commander, District 6 needs a Vice Commander and

District 4 needs a lot of help. If you are willing to step 
up and help your District or if you know of anyone, please 
let us know.

We, as an organization, can no longer just sit back and 
wait for people to come to us and ask to join, but we must 
go out and work together to get new members.

Thank you for your continued service.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

701.858.1200
SRT.COM /  

Get fast internet from SRT in 3 easy steps
   1. Contact Us

   2. Pick A Package

   3. Love Your WiFi

FARGO | SOUTH FARGO | WAHPETON 
CARRINGTON | BISMARCK | WATFORD CITY 

ELITE TIRE- WILLISTON

OIL CHANGES & 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

We set the pace
American Federal leads the way with financial 
advice and business solutions. From start-up to 
finish line, our Ag, Business, and Personal Bankers 
know the track well. Follow the leaders in financial 
advice with American Federal.

Fargo
215 N 5th St.
(701) 235-4248

Fargo South
1301 30th Ave. S.
(701) 235-9906

Moorhead
601 Center Ave.
(218) 233-2791

Greetings All Legion Family,
I am excited to be going to the American Legion 

National Convention in Phoenix this month. It has been 
a long time since we have had “in person” National 
committee meetings. It will be good to see my fellow NEC 
members and others. Participation this year is somewhat 
lower in numbers, but I am sure we will all have a 
productive convention.

As I write this, post 400 of Fargo is playing in the 
Legion World Series. They have not done too well, 
although it’s a huge accomplishment just to be there. It’s 
great to have another team representing North Dakota at 
the series.

All fall meetings will take place in Indianapolis.  
Including Americanism and Children and Youth, 
Membership, Commanders and Adjutants and NEC.  It is 
good to be back on schedule.

Dean Overby has been busy selecting people to be 
appointed to National Committees. Dean has a huge task 
this year as there are two years of appointments that need 
to be made in October. 

Pastor Mark Antal is still in the running for National 
Chaplain, and I was assured he will be appointed in 2022.  
We also have endorsed Glenn Wahus for National Vice 
Commander. He may also take office in 2022.

This will be my last newspaper article, as I am not 
running for another term as NEC. It has been an honor and 
a privilege to serve as you for the past 7 years. Gail and I 
wish you all the very best.

You can find more information on the American 
Legion at www.Legion.org. If you need more local 
information about any legion related issue, it can be found 
on the Department web site at ndlegion.org.  

Do not hesitate to contact me if there is more 
information that you need, or have any questions for 
me, let me know and I will get back to you ASAP. 
My cell number is 701-680-0567 and my e-mail is:  
bobkrause71@gmail.com.  Gail’s and my address is 3340 
17th Ave S. Unit 202, Fargo, ND 58103. Thank you all for 
your continued support of this great organization.

Greetings Membership Team,
Yesterday was the date for the Early Bird Target Goal 

of 40% membership. Everyone should receive the report 
from Teri at Headquarters in the next few days. 

I had the opportunity to get a sneak peek. Overall, we 
made our goal at the Department level. Two of the three 
Regions made goal, with the Central missing by only 
ONE. Seven of the ten Districts made goal, with 120 of 
our 205 Posts achieving the Early Bird target mark.

Congratulations to everyone who helped get off to 
a good start. As we come out of Summer, the real work 
begins. Our next Target Date, also known as the “Autumn 
Festival Date”, will be on September 7th. Our Target 

Percentage will be 50% of the 2022 goals. Please review 
the Membership Report when you receive it.

Regional Vice Commanders, make it a habit to work 
closely with your District Commanders and communicate 
regularly to identify issues early and take action as 
needed. District Commanders, monitor each of your Posts 
and be sure let them know that you are available for any 
assistance as needed.

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. I’m here to help in any way 
possible.

Here’s to a successful Membership Year!

American Legion Department of ND
2021 Convention Sweepstakes

The drawing was held on Tuesday June 22, 2021 at
the American Legion Department of ND

$2000 Grand Prize Winner
Arnold Lauer of Park River Post 147

$1000 Prize Winner
Gordon Peterson of Larimore Post 97

$200 Prize Winners
Gary Kratcha of Cayuga Post 294

Clarence Carroll III of Larimore Post 97

$100 Prize Winners
Del Nygard of Grafton Post 41

Art Perleberg Jr of Carrington Post 25
Tony Heinze of Dazey Post 149
Stanley Grigel of Fargo Post 2

Vernard Frederick of Flasher Post 69
John Schilling Jr of Fargo Post 2



North Dakota Legion News September 2021    Page 5

From Your SAL Detachment Commander: A Great 
Finish to 2021 and Looking Forward to 2022

Greetings again to the Department of North Dakota! 
The 2021 membership year ended on a strong note, and 
I want to congratulate our Squadrons for doing a good 
job on membership. We finished the year at over 100% of 
goal with 889 members, so great job to everyone. It was a 
delight to share this news at Department Convention. 

Department Convention went well. We had our 
business meeting with several squadrons represented 
and in attendance and approximately 15-20 members 
present. I want to encourage members to come to our 
Winter Conferences and Department Conventions, as your 
Detachment Executive is wanting to do more to make things 
available for our members there and grow our presence. 

Officers were elected for the 2022 membership year 
and business was discussed. The following were elected to 
Detachment office: Commander—Daniel Sauerwein; Vice 
Commander—Keith Kinneberg; Adjutant—Joe Camisa; 
National Executive Committeeman—Mike Miska; 
Alternate NEC—Frank Vondra; Chaplain—Gerald Puetz. 
Todd Rikke, who has served as Detachment Adjutant, will 
be serving the Detachment as Membership Chairman. 
Thank you, Todd, for all your work for the Detachment as 
Adjutant and for your continued service. 

In addition, at our meeting, it was brought up and 
approved to plan a yearly budget based on our available 
funds, not to exceed $9,000 to allow us to plan activities 
as a Detachment and also provide a small budget for the 
officers to allow them to do their jobs and travel around the 
state to meetings and events. We are looking at providing 
a couple social activities for the Detachment in the coming 
year. Also, we are looking to do a Detachment project to 
benefit the children of our veterans in the state and do 
something fun for them. More information will be coming 
as we start to plan it out.

Squadrons, please get updated contact information to 
Sarah at Headquarters, Detachment Adjutant Joe Camisa, 

and I as soon as possible, especially emails and phone 
numbers of your point of contact. We are trying to reach you, 
but do not necessarily have updated contact information for 
your squadrons, or their officers. Also, members are urged 
to keep their information updated via MySAL.org and let 
the Department office know too, so we can keep in contact. 
We want to be able to share information on upcoming 
events in the Detachment and any virtual meetings and 
trainings that may occur. As always, if you would like a 
Detachment officer to attend an activity or your Squadron 
meeting, please get in touch with us and we will see how 
we can make it work. 

As the new membership year has started, we will be 
sending out goals to each Squadron for the coming year and 
are planning a friendly membership theme/contest for the 
year. Once we get our goal from National as a Detachment, 
we will fairly divide this up amongst the Squadrons to 
ensure fairness, but also to ensure growth. One goal I have 
for our Detachment is to earn the Triple Nickel Trophy in 
the next five years, which entails hitting 105% of goal, 
chartering five new Squadrons in the year, and achieving 
85% renewal. I know we can do this if we put our minds to 
it. I have heard interest from a few locations on chartering a 
Squadron, so I encourage any interested Posts to reach out 
to us to learn more about this process.

I want to ask all of you that happen to be on Facebook 
to follow and like our Detachment Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthDakotaSAL. There, you 
can share events your Squadron is doing, ask questions, 
and network with one another. We are also looking for 
more folks to help provide content for it, so please let me 
know if you can help with this.

I want to encourage SAL members to attend their 
District Fall Meetings, as the Detachment officers are 
going to make every effort to get around to these meetings 
to bring awareness of the SAL to the Districts. We want to 
meet you and hear what you are doing, so be sure to look 
for when and where your District is having their meeting. 

While it is a few months away, I want to encourage 
you all to attend the Department Winter Conference in 
Bismarck on January 28-30, 2022. It is my intention to 
have activities for SAL members and a hospitality space 
for us to hang out and socialize. We will also be having a 
business meeting at the conference too, so please consider 
attending to share your voice and get involved. 

In closing, I want to thank you for the honor and 
privilege of serving as your Detachment Commander and 
to make myself available to you, so please feel free to 
email me at daniel.sauerwein@gmail.com with questions, 
or call/text me at 218-791-3804. I wish you all a safe and 
happy fall. Thank you for all you do for the Sons of the 
American Legion and keep up the great work.

For God and Country,

The 2022 Detachment of North Dakota Officers from 
L to R: Mike Miska (NEC), Todd Rikke (Membership 
Chairman), Joe Camisa (Adjutant), Daniel Sauerwein 
(Commander), and Keith Kinneberg (Vice Commander). 
Not pictured are Frank Vondra (Alt NEC) and Gerald Puetz 
(Chaplain).

Honoring Heroes
Engaging Communities
Defending Freedom

We have a lot in common.

Thank you for your service defending democracy 
& freedom of the press.

Support the future 
of quality, local news 
with a subscription.

inforum.news/hero

Stay informed.
Get the newspaper 
7 days a week.

Leave a Legacy
Serving all of North Dakota
Pole Sales and Installs • Flag Repair
Flag Subscriptions • Flag Retirement

701.571-3524 
www.ndflagpoleguy.com 
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RED RIVER VALLEY
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FREE
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Servicing All Brands And Models of Doors And Openers
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Visit our Showroom at 324 Main Ave E, West Fargo ND
No Appointment Needed
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Insurance and Trust
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TED’S NORTHPORT TESORO
2740 North Broadway • Northport Shopping Center
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(701) 232-8304

I served in the United States Marine Corps for two 
years and was never once asked to carry a flag. I saluted it 
numerous times. My duties in the Marine Corps were quite 
similar to those that I did as a civilian: do what with those in 
authority over me told me to do. In my case, that meant get 
to work every morning on time, sit at my desk and process 
travel vouchers or commissary invoices for payments to 
be made, or process the paperwork that had been paid to 
be filed. That’s pretty much what I did for two years. Of 
course, I am omitting the part where I had to stand junk on 
the bunk inspections, and commanders’ inspections. After 
my enlistment was up, I advanced through civilian ranks of 
general accounting, to full charge bookkeeping, using the 
training I received while I was stationed at United States 
Marine Corps Air Station El Toro California. Often, I have 
felt sadly, that my work while I was in the Marine Corps 
was nothing important. In fact, because I was able to use 
that training for nearly everything I did after that, I felt that 
I got the better end of the deal. 

I lost a friend recently who was a veteran for only a 
short time, and because he was discharged for medical 
reasons that were caused by military conditions, he felt that 
he did not warrant any consideration for being a veteran. I 
disagreed because he wore the uniform. For however long 
a time or short of time, he was willing to do what he was 
called to do. Neither he nor I felt like heroes. In my mind, 
the ones who are the heroes who are the ones who went to 
battle, who fought for my freedoms, who were willing to 
give their lives, and many did. But I was recently told, in 
the tenderest of moments, by a total stranger who was not 
a veteran, that anyone who volunteered to serve, or who 
served under the draft, anyone - whether they served on 
foreign soil or domestic soil - deserves to be called a hero. 
It’s always been easier for me to appreciate someone else 
who served in uniform. 

The hardest thing I ever had to do during my military 
service, was to stop payment on a lost paycheck. It wasn’t 
until I had been in the American Legion for four years, that 

I was asked to carry Old Glory in a Memorial Day parade. 
I was honored. A newspaper reporter snapped pictures as I 
stood on the bridge, with the flag, after having marched at 
attention down Main Street. 

Afterwards, she asked me to describe the most difficult 
task I have been asked to do. I choked back the knot in 
my throat and pointed to the flag and said “This.” I still 
get choked up when I carry that beautiful flag. I recently 
had to play taps on a bugle honoring the passing of an Air 
Force veteran. Once again, I choked up. It’s a good thing 
the bugle was digital! I’m learning that there are more 
veterans out there who do not feel comfortable with being 
considered a hero. Or who do not feel worthy of honors, 
or even being thanked by others. If you are one of those, I 
hope you reconsider and understand something, once and 
for all. You are appreciated. Every moment you served 
your country is valuable and I honor you. 

American Legion North Dakota department Chaplain 
Karen Hutchins. Hutchinskaren35@gmail.com

DEC MINUTES
June 25, 2021

The DEC Meeting was held in the Grand Hotel in 
Minot, ND, on June 25, 2021.

Chairman Wahus Called the meeting to order at 9:32 
AM.

National Vice Commander Bruce Feuerbach was 
introduced.

Minutes for the April 8, 2021 were reviewed and 
approved.

Financials were read and acknowledged, subject to 
audit.

During the pandemic with the virtual meetings, Judge 
Advocate Havelka discussed the DEC decisions over the 
past year. The decisions will have to be ratified on the 
convention floor.

Chairman Weyrauch reviewed the activities of the 
National Americanism Committee.

Chairman Satrom reported on the 2021 Boys State 
Program. Both Juniors and Seniors attended this year.

NEC Chairman Krause reported on the Audit 

Committee.
Commander Wiederholt reported on the membership 

for the year 2021.
Chairman Weyrauch reported on the Oratorical 

Activities of the year.
Chairman Wahus reported on the VA&R, and the 

upcoming projects for the year.
Foundation Chairman Renville gave an update on the 

growth of the fund.
Director Anderson reported on the Legion Rider 

activities.
NEC Chairman Krause reported on the activities 

of National Headquarters. National rolled out a new 
membership database in April which currently has many 
issues.

Department Service Officer Kristianson reported on 
the activities of her office. The VA Regional Office recently 
opened back up from the COVID restrictions.

Commander-Elect Anderson presented his proposed 
2021-2022 budget for review. Discussion was held and 
approved.

POST-CONVENTION DEC MEETING
June 27, 2021

The Post-Convention DEC meeting was held at the 
Grand Hotel in Minot, ND on June 27, 2021. The meeting 
was called to order by Chairman Wiederholt at 2:10 PM.

Input was given on what went well at the convention 
and what could be improved on for the next convention.

Commander Anderson has the committee appointments 
almost finished and will send it out.

All officers completed a Conflict-of-Interest form.
One officer did not take the oath office on the 

convention floor, so Chairman Wiederholt administered 
the oath of office.

Meeting adjourned at 2:23 PM
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Department Awards from Parley Committee

Rachel Herr (left) pictured with Past Department President Bev 
Wolff at Department Convention.  Photo courtesy of Alicia Román 
Randall.

Cathy Logosz, a member of Matthew Brew Unit 3 
of Dickinson, was selected by the Past Presidents Parley 
Committee as the 2021 Department ‘Unit Member of the 
Year’ recipient.  Cathy exhibits exemplary work in support 
of veterans and their families and shows exceptional 
positive involvement in her community.  Cathy was 
instrumental in the establishment of the Stark County 
Veterans Memorial, is active with her church, and currently 
works with the Ukrainian Cultural Institute in Dickinson.

Carol Wolf, a dual member of Gilbert C. Grafton Post 
and Unit 2 of Fargo, was selected by the Parley Committee 

as the 2021 Department ‘Salute to Servicewomen’ 
recipient.  Carol recently retired from a 40-year career with 
the US Army (Active Army, Reserve, and National Guard).  
She held the rank of Sergeant First Class and was a beloved 
member of her unit.  She is known as ‘Nana’, an exceptional 
listener, a wonderful cook, and a genuine caring person.  
She also recently put in hundreds of volunteer hours at the 
Department office archiving historical artifacts.

The Department and Parley are proud of these 
wonderful and talented Auxiliary members.

Cathy Logosz

The North Dakota American Legion Auxiliary 
Flickertail Girls State program was awarded a grant 
through the ALA Foundation to purchase articles for use at 
future Girls State events.  Among the items purchased were 
a backdrop, a pop-up tent/canopy, and two table runners.  
The items were imprinted with both Flickertail Girls State 
and American Legion Auxiliary logos and were set up at 
the 2021 UND Girls State session.  The tent was set up 
in front of the dormitory entrance where registration took 
place to welcome the young ladies and their families to 
the event. The backdrop was used for photos and the logos 
are a reminder that the American Legion Auxiliary is the 
sponsor of the important Girls State program.

Article and photo submitted by Past Department 
President Marlys Aubol (2013-2014)

July Organizational meeting for Department Executive Committee.  Pictured (back l-r): District 1 President Berniece Froiland, District 3 
President Sandy Smith, Department Secretary Marcy Schmidt, Past Department President (PDP) Marlene Boyer, Past Department Treasurer 
Annette Zeller, Past Finance Board Chairman and PDP Marlys Aubol, Department Vice President Gloria Covert, District 8 President  LoAnn 
Dick, Current Department Treasurer Sonnie Otto, District 9 President Brenda Ekness, Department President-Elect Sandra Petermann.  
(front l-r): Current Finance Board Chairman and PDP Diane Kraemer, Department President Sharon White Bear.

Rachel Herr, a recent graduate of Legacy High School 
in Bismarck, was awarded one of fifteen 2021 Children of 
Warriors National Presidents’ Scholarships.

Rachel is the daughter of Paul and Maxine Herr of 
Bismarck, North Dakota. Her grandfather, Alvin Herr, is a 
military veteran who served his country from 1955-1957.  
Rachel plans to attend Grand Canyon University to study 
art and design. Her future goal is to be an owner/operator 
of an interior design firm.

Rachel was an active member of the National Honor 
Society and received the ‘Outstanding Volunteer Award’ 
after reaching over 75 hours of volunteer service. She was 
a member of the Student Council, served as President of 
the Key Club, and was also active with the DECA Club. 
She enjoyed competing as an athlete on the girls track 
team and served as student manager of the boys’ varsity 
basketball team. She is currently employed and is active in 
her church youth leadership team.

Congratulations, Rachel, on a job well done!

Carol Wolf

ALA Flickertail Girls State Receives GrantNational Scholarship 
Winner from ND

Patriotism on Display at the Divide County Fair Parade

Divide County Fair parade participants (l-r): Nevaeh Ratcliffe, Espen 
Ratcliffe, Divide County Sheriff Zachary Schroeder, Nevaeh Woods, 
Arianna Nygaard.  Amanda Dahl - in back with Auxiliary-made banner.

District 9 President Brenda Ekness (left) and Crosby Auxiliary 
member Liz Bayes carrying flags for the Divide County Fair parade 
on June 19, 2021.

Members of Crosby American Legion Auxiliary.
Pictures submitted by Brenda Ekness.

The community of Gackle holds an annual July 4th 
celebration that includes a parade, games, a free meal in the 
park, and more. As part of the 2021 celebration, members of 
Mayer-Morlock Unit 250 of Gackle sponsored a bake sale as 
a fundraiser. On Saturday, July 3, members of the Auxiliary 
unit gathered in the Gackle Post Hall and baked 144 kuchen. 
Auxiliary members also donated various homemade baked 
goods. The bake sale was a huge success and netted the unit 
over $1,600 for their projects supporting veterans, other military 
members and their families, and the Gackle community.

Article and photo submitted by Unit 250 President 
Elaine Ackerman

Kuchen in the Kitchen
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Auxiliary Members
It has been a busy summer. I hope all of you have 

been able to spend time to enjoy gathering with family and 
friends as I have. Since being installed as your Department 
President, I have attended events and meetings across 
the state, and it makes me proud to be a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. Getting to know many of you 
on a personal basis has been a pleasure. Thank you for 
your support and encouragement as we travel the next year 
together.

Flag Day –  June 14, 2021 - White Shield ND
I was proud to participate in honoring the veterans’ 

flags on June 14th in White Shield, ND. Families brought 
their loved one’s memorial flags and marched in a mile long 
parade. The parade route was lined with flags. Community 
members along with some young school children came out 
to honor Flag Day as well. Native American honor songs 
were sung as the flags entered the pow wow grounds. 
Joseph Young Hawk-Elmer Bear Post and Unit 253 
provided a meal for the community and one of the floats in 
the parade as well.

Department Convention – June 25-27, 2021 – Minot
At the officer installation ceremony at Department 

Convention, I was proud to share part of my Native culture 
with my American Legion Family. Native Arikara Honor 
songs by Thomas Wells and Kenny Wells Jr. were sung. 
I was escorted by my sister Kathy White Bear and my 
brother Kenneth Deane Jr. (both US Navy Veterans), and 
Joseph Young Hawk-Elmer Bear Post 253 White Shield, 
ND. My son, Wacey White Bear Dunn, escorted me to 
the podium. Thank you, Marlys Aubol, for serving as the 
installation officer. 

July 2021 - White Shield Pow Wow - White Shield
The community of White Shield and Joseph Young 

Hawk-Elmer Bear Unit 253 honored me as your American 
Legion Auxiliary Department President. Thank you to all 
who participated in the event. 

July 2021 - North Dakota State Fair – Minot, ND
I was invited by Linda Siewert, Minot Unit 26 

President, to participate in the 
ND State Fair parade. Once 
again, I was proud to represent 
this wonderful organization. 
Thank you, Linda, for the 
gracious invitation and thank 
you to Myron for providing your 
vintage “Le Mans” convertible 
for me to ride in. I was happy to 
see Minot’s American Legion float and our new Department 
Commander, Steve Anderson, participating in the parade.

July 31, 2021 - Organizational Meeting – Fargo, ND 
We already have our first Department Executive 

Committee meeting under our belts. The 2021 
Organizational Meeting was held at the Department Office 
in Fargo. I was encouraged to see everyone here and thank 
you for traveling to this far corner of the state to participate. 
The District Presidents had a lively discussion and 
produced ideas for increasing our membership throughout 
North Dakota. I am looking forward to the rest of my year 
as Department President.   

August 8 -Twin Buttes Pow Wow – 9/11 Honor Flag
This event was held to honor one of the three flags 

that survived the attack on the World Trade Center on 
September 11, 2001. This flag came from the North tower, 
the first attacked and the second one to collapse. This 
flag is held in trust and preserved by the Cheyenne River 
Veterans Association from Cheyenne River South Dakota. 
This flag travels to events all over the United States. 
More information about the flag and how to contact the 
Cheyenne River Veterans Association can be found at the 
following address www.crstvets.org. 

I am looking forward to the 2021 National Convention 
to be held in Phoenix, AZ, at the end of August. May we all 
have a blessed year as we continue to support all veterans 
in North Dakota and the United States.

May we always remember – ‘Freedom is Never Free!’
Sharon White Bear

Kenny Wells Jr. & Thomas Wells - singers from Dead Grass, Arikara 
with Department President Sharon White Bear after installation 
ceremony.

9/11 Flag at Two Buttes Pow Wow 

ND State Fair. (l-r) Danile Henry, Department President Sharon 
White Bear, Department Commander Steve Anderson, Michele 
Anderson, Wacey White Bear Dunn.

I would like to start by thanking each of you for your 
support and belief in me as your Department President-
Elect. I am looking forward to being your Department 
President-Elect and the difference we can all make for our 
American Legion Family.

Department Vice President Gloria Covert and I are 
sharing the responsibility of Department Membership 
Chairman/Committee. Membership has always been 
important to me. Gloria and I are here to help, so please 
feel free to contact either of us if you have concerns or 
questions. 

All of us have heard that we need to grow our 
membership numbers. Increasing membership is imperative 
so that we can continue our important mission to support 
veterans and their families. Are we reaching out to people 
in our area who may be eligible? What do they know about 
the American Legion Auxiliary and how their membership 
can make a difference?  I encourage everyone to carry extra 
applications in your vehicle or on your person. That way, 
when you visit with someone and you discover they are 
eligible, you can give them an application. 

I had the honor of facilitating the meeting of District 
Presidents at our recent organizational event held in Fargo.  
The meeting was informative with much information 

shared by everyone in 
attendance. Our Department 
is lucky to have this great 
group of members leading the 
districts this year. 

While I served as 
Department Chaplain, I asked 
for poems, stories, poetry, 
songs, prayers, or whatever 
you would like to see in a Department prayer book. There 
was a wonderful response, but I am asking again that 
American Legion Family members send in submissions. 
These could include inspirational items, something that 
touches your heart, items that are especially meaningful, or 
even something that you just happened to read. Please feel 
free to submit more than one. 

Imagine what a wonderful prayer book we could 
compile if every American Legion Family member 
submitted just one item. It is only with your help that 
this can happen. A big ‘Thank You’ to those that have 
already sent me something. Items can be emailed to me 
at presidentelect@ndala.org,  bmann@ndsupernet.com, or 
mailed to me at 621 1st St W., Dickinson, ND 58601-5004.

Sandra Petermann

Where did summer go? The 
Department Convention held in 
Minot in June was a success. 
Thank you, members of William 
G. Carroll Post and Unit 26, for 
your generous hospitality.

Sharon White Bear, 
member of Joseph Young Hawk-
Elmer Bear Unit 253 of White 
Shield, was installed as your 
Department President for 2021-2022. Congratulations, 
Sharon. We look forward to your leadership in the coming 
months.

The Department Constitution and Bylaws and 
the Department Standing Rules were approved by the 
Convention General Assembly. All units should now begin 
the process of reviewing your governing documents and 
make changes to the Unit Constitution and Bylaws to reflect 
the changes made by the Department. Specifically, all units 
will need to revise the ‘Preamble’ and the ‘Eligibility for 
Membership’. Diane Kraemer has graciously accepted 
the invitation to serve as your 2021-2022 Department 
Constitution and Bylaws Chairman. The new constitution 
document is available on the Department website at  
www.ndala.org/constitution-bylaws/ and will be shared in 
an upcoming unit mailing.

Information on upcoming Fall District meetings 
is available on the front page of the Legion News. 
More information will be shared on the Department’s 
website at www.ndala.org as it is gathered and verified. 
District Presidents, reach out to your respective District 
Commanders to assist with plans and coordination.

The 2021 National Convention will be held in Phoenix, 
AZ, from August 27 to September 2. There is current 
information regarding Action Plans for Auxiliary Programs 
on the National website. Department chairmen, please 
check out the information in an article appearing elsewhere 
in this publication and then visit www.ALAforVeterans.org 
for details on your program. As additional information is 
conveyed, the Department Office will reach out to each of 
you to answer any questions you might have.

The American Legion Auxiliary’s mission is to serve 
and support our veterans and military service members and 
their families. Remember “Freedom is Never Free”.

For God and Country,
Marcy Schmidt
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District 1

District 7
Surprise! 
Here I am again, Lualice 

Stockert, serving you once more as 
President of District 7. This is the 
fourth time doing this. 

We could not close the 
Department Convention until all 
Districts had a president. Rose Laning 
(Past District 7 President) was elected 
Department Chaplain and no one else 
from District 7 stepped forward. Thus, I was appointed 
to serve. I am happy to once again serve you as District 
President, but we need someone to serve as Vice President.  

Hello Legion Family!
Where does time go? Our sizzling 

summer is about over, and the hustle 
has started for our fall activities. 
2021 National Convention, the end 
of August, school starting, and a 
chance to implement the American 
Legion Auxiliary programs into our 
schools and communities will begin 
in earnest.

We will welcome new and old members back to our 
busy Legion family. Any Legion family member will be 
happy to explain the benefits of being a part of the American 
Legion Family.

In late July, Department President Sharon White Bear 
called for an organizational meeting in Fargo. I enjoyed 
catching up with our Department officers and the other 
District Presidents as well. It was a meaningful meeting and 
discussion among District Presidents. Now I am looking 
forward to attending National Convention in Phoenix.

Thank you all for your support and kindness. I am very 
thankful for the Department staff and all their help.

Berniece Froiland
District 1 President

District 3

District 9

Hello Auxiliary Members! 
I am blessed to be a part of this wonderful organization 

and am honored to serve as your new Department 
Treasurer. This opportunity will teach me so much about 
our organization and I am looking forward to meeting more 
of you on a personal basis. 

Here is a little information about me.  My eligibility 
comes from my husband, Todd Otto, who served in the 
Navy and National Guard for a combined 20 years of 
service and was deployed for Operation Desert Storm. My 
father also served in the Air Force as an airplane mechanic 
during the Korean War. God bless all our service men and 
women who give so much for the freedoms we enjoy. 

I first joined the Auxiliary as a junior member in 
Nebraska. My mother, Angela Ridgway, was very active 
in the Auxiliary and served in a number of Unit officer 
positions – but mostly Treasurer! I am currently a member 
of Matthew Brew Unit 3 in Dickinson and serve as Unit 

Treasurer and Membership 
Chairman. Todd and I moved 
to North Dakota in 1995 and 
enjoy the beauty and people 
of the state. We have three 
children and five grandchildren 
that we enjoy spending time 
with whenever we can. 

I have held several positions 
in the bookkeeping line of work for various businesses 
throughout my life.  This position as Department Treasurer 
fits very well with who I am and what I enjoy doing.

I look forward to this new position – to learn more 
about the Auxiliary, to meet new people, and to add new 
friends to my “circle”. If you don’t know me, come and 
introduce yourself!  We can have coffee sometime!

Blessings to you and our veterans.
Sonnie Otto

I am excited to be serving as 
your new Department Chaplain.  
I look forward to meeting many 
of you.  The past year has been 
crazy with Covid and now the 
variants. If anyone is aware of 
someone with Covid, please 
contact me because we want to 
let them know we care. All of 
us are important and we need to 
show our support for one another. I would love to send 
a card to anyone who is ailing, but I will need the help 
of all our Auxiliary members to help me know who is ill.  
Please let me know of anyone who is sick, in the hospital, 
or has lost a member of their family.  You may contact me 
at chaplain@ndala.org.

The drought has put a strain on many members lives. 
Crops are dry and stunted. Hay crops are also very poor, 
and farmers will need to make some important decisions 
about their cattle and their livelihood. We need to ask 
God for His mercy and grace and to please bless us with 
much-needed rain. We have members traveling to the 
100th National Convention in Phoenix, so please pray for 
traveling mercies for all attendees. 

 “Heavenly Father, we continue to ask for your 
blessings and we praise and thank you for our whole 
American Legion Family that have given all for our 
freedom. We have been so blessed in this country and thank 
you for the opportunity to use our own life experiences to 
bring compassion to those we care for. We pray a special 
prayer for professional caregivers who treat patients like 
family. We pray for them and their loving hearts. We ask 
for your grace and mercy in granting our farmers gentle 
rains in this time of drought. Help us to be a blessing to 
all we meet and to be a light in this world. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.”

“Each of us should please his neighbors for their good, 
to build them up.” Romans 15:2

Rose Laning

Hello again.
I am back as your District 3 

President. I enjoyed my time as 
Department Membership Chairman 
and getting to know many of the 
Legion family members across the 
state.  

This year, I will focus on 
District 3 and keeping units active to 
continue our mission of supporting 
our veterans. I will try to visit all the units in District 3 
during the 2021-2022 year to answer questions and assist 
in any way I can.  I’m challenging the units of District 3 
to shoot for the highest percentage of membership in the 
Department this year. 

Remember, all units will need to update their Unit 
Constitution and Bylaws. The committee that completed 
the Department’s documents presented those at the 
Department Convention and they were approved by the 
body in attendance. The Department Constitution and 
Bylaws document will be available for your review by 
visiting the Department’s website at www.ndala.org/
constitution-bylaws/. Remember to update the ‘Preamble’ 
to match the Department and National documents. The 
District Constitution was revised by the committee and 
will be available for review as well. 

On another note, District 3 needs a District Vice 
President. Consider serving as a District officer. It really 
is a rewarding experience. The Fall District Meetings will 
take place sometime in September and October. Please see 
more information on Page 1.

I look forward to seeing you all soon.  
Sandy Smith
District 3 President

Greetings District 9 Unit 
members.

I want to thank the ladies who 
attended the Department convention 
held this past June. Five units from 
our district were represented and 
it was nice to have met many of 
you. This being my first attended 
Department convention, it was great 
to see firsthand the time and effort 
placed into running smooth meetings (thanks, Minot!), 
putting a face to many of the names that have been on 
Auxiliary correspondence for years, and learning more 
about this great organization/family that we are all a part 
of! The event deeply impressed me, and I encourage all to 
take the time to attend a convention or winter conference 
in your future.

At convention, the newly updated Department 
Constitution and Bylaws was approved. In September, 
the Department Office will be mailing a copy to each 
unit; it will assist you in updating your unit’s Constitution 
and Bylaws. Two main items needing correction will be 
member eligibility requirements and also the wording of the 
Preamble. A copy of your newly updated Constitution and 
Bylaws will need to be mailed to Department Constitution 
Chairman Diane Kraemer.

Seeking new memberships for our units is deeply 
important to the growth of our organization. I cannot stress 
enough the importance of getting out there and asking 
those you see if they would like to become a member of 
your unit. Please don’t forget about the Junior members 
as well...they are our future! I came across a bit of 
literature from the Department Office encouraging us to 
make membership meaningful. It reads, “If we focus less 
on how MANY members belong and more on WHY they 
belong, our membership will grow”. This is a wonderful 
organization.....let’s share it with others!!

Our combined District 6 and District 9 Fall Meeting 
will be held in White Shield on Saturday, September 18th, 
with the afternoon time yet to be determined. Our newly 
elected Department President, Sharon White Bear, is from 
the White Shield unit, and their Post and Auxiliary unit 
will no doubt host a great day. Ladies, please make an 
effort to attend. Pack a car full of members and bring your 
suggestions and ideas along with you. We learn the most 
from listening to each other!

I have been reaching out to the unit presidents in our 
district to introduce myself, and again I stress for you to 
not hesitate to get in touch with me if you feel I could be of 
service to you or your unit in any way.

Proud to be an American Legion Auxiliary member,
Brenda Ekness
District 9 President

The American Legion Auxiliary’s mission and our 
core activities are consistent from year to year.  However, 
we exist to meet the needs of our veterans and military 
population and those needs do change a bit from year to 
year depending on circumstances.

To continue the ALA’s meaningful impact into 
our next century of service, it is vital that we carry our 
accomplishments across administrations, rather than 
starting fresh each year. When the 5-year action plan was 
written in early 2017, it was to provide some continuity for 
planning, but parts of it are no longer relevant today.

Going forward, the National President’s focus each 
year will be conveyed through the National chairmen, 
National committee members, and Department Presidents 
rather than through a document called the ‘action plan’.  
Program resources are available in the MyAuxiliary 
members only section at www.ALAforVeterans.org. 
Through our national and state leaders, ALA Members will 
look for ways to carry out our mission using whatever local 
resources are most available.

Each year, the National President emphasizes a 
particular aspect of the ‘ALA Mission’ that is timely, to 
keep us engaged in relevant activities. More information 
about this will be available on the National President’s page 
of the website after National Convention in late August.

More important than the document itself is the 
communication, encouragement, and information-sharing 
among members so that we continue to learn, improve, and 
build a sense of pride in our shared accomplishments. 

We encourage everyone to begin their planning 
by learning about the needs of those we serve in our 
neighborhoods and communities, and work with Auxiliary 
members and others who share our passion to meet those 
needs. Our donors and our neighbors evaluate our impact 
based on the behavior they observe, not by our words alone. 

The new format of the programs resource pages is 
already in place at www.ALAforVeterans.org. Sign in 
to MyAuxiliary and visit the appropriate page to access 
information about the programs you will be working on. 

To learn more about the ALA national program 
committees, request to join one of the many Facebook 
groups, moderated by national chairmen. Visit the 
respective program committee page or www.ALAfor 
veterans.org/social-media. 

Article from American Legion Auxiliary National 
Headquarters (posted Monday, July 26, 2021)

Changes to the Action 
Plan for Department 

Chairmen

District 7 Cont’d
No experience required and there are many people who are 
willing to serve as mentors.

Now on to business, membership is first on the list. 
Membership is everyone’s business. Try to round up your 
member’s dues and send them in early. 

Coming up in September and October will be District 
Meetings. I encourage all Auxiliary members to attend. For 
more information, please see page 1 of this publication and 
look for dates in unit mailers from the Department Office. 

I missed the July organizational meeting in Fargo 
due to an injury, but I am doing much better and I thank 
everyone for their prayers and calls. I cannot attend the 
National Convention this year because I am still on the 
mend. However, I will be mailing letters to all the units 
each time there is something to report. Until my next report, 
I will sign off and say, ‘when you meet a veteran, thank 
them for their service and wish them a wonderful day’. 

Lualice Stockert
District 7 President

The Lidgerwood article from last issue should 
have read: Submitted by Unit 84 Treasurer Cyndy 

Saunders. We apologize for the spelling error.
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District 1
Katherine A Swedberg, Fargo
Babe Newberry, SLM, Fargo, 

Doris E Bjerke, Harwood
Joan Boeder, Hope

Darcel Jacobson, Hope
Margaret M Gunderson, Hope

District 2
Avis Jehlicka, Fordville

Waina Helland, Fordville
Mary A Sevigny, Grafton

Debra L Penas, Grand Forks
Gail Ritteman, Lakota

Marge J Machart, Lankin
Shirley Y Zahradka, Lankin

Sandra Novak, Lankin
Karen A Miller, McVille

District 3
Joy Peterson, SLM, Dunseith

Kathy Gregory, SLM, Dunseith
Barbara L Brown, Rolla

District 4
LaRaine Dockter, Gackle

Lynette Clelland, New Rockford
Beatrice M Engels, HLM, New Rockford

Ava G. Scurry, New Rockford
Doris L Dockter, SLM, Streeter

Cin Chona Schulz, SLM, Streeter

District 5
Margaret M Braun, Linton
Lorraine Reis, Napoleon

District 6
Ardella R Brandt, Butte

Janice C Tomlinson, Butte
Dorothy A Bjertness, SLM, Minot

District 7
Clara Schafer, Almont

Lenore Alderin, SLM, Stanton

District 9
Clara B Lindseth, SLM, Crosby
Neva Satermo, SLM, Little Shell

Betty Troite, New Town
Marilyn C Hudson, Parshall

Evelyn J Curtiss, SLM, Tioga

In Memoriam

We apologize for any omissions or incorrect information.
Key: HLM - Honorary Unit Member; SLM - State Life Member; VIM - Life Member/PUFL

President
Sharon White Bear ....C: 701-799-3107 ...........president@ndala.org 

President-Elect
Sandra Petermann ...C: 701-290-8801 ... presidentelect@ndala.org

Vice President
Gloria Covert ............C: 701-370-0055 .... vicepresident@ndala.org

Secretary
Marcy Schmidt ........C: 701-253-5992 ...........secretary@ndala.org

Treasurer
Sonnie Otto ..............C: 701-260-6886 ........... treasurer@ndala.org

Chaplain
Rose Laning .............C: 701-226-8115 ............chaplain@ndala.org

Historian
Andrea Neshem .......C: 701-340-4965 ............historian@ndala.org

Parliamentarian & FInance Board Chairman
Diane Kraemer .........C: 701-741-5369 .......financeboard@ndala.org

NEC (National Executive Committeewoman)
Tammy Ryberg .........C: 701-339-1799 ................... nec@ndala.org

NEC Alternate
Beverly Wolff ............C: 701-872-3309 ......necalternate@ndala.org

President District 1
Berniece Froiland .....C: 701-789-1100 ............ district1@ndala.org

President District 2
Eileen Vondra ...........C: 701-520-2738 ............ district2@ndala.org

President District 3
Sandra Smith ...........C: 701-550-1025 ............ district3@ndala.org

President District 4
Marlene Boyer .........C: 701-307-0720 ............ district4@ndala.org

President District 5
Peggy Moran ...........C: 701-315-0568 ............ district5@ndala.org

President District 6
Alicia Randall ...........C: 701-578-4978 ............ district6@ndala.org

President District 7
Lualice Stockert .......C: 701-391-1820 ............ district7@ndala.org

President District 8
LoAnn Dick ..............C: 714-334-4798 ............ district8@ndala.org

President District 9
Brenda Ekness .........C: 701-641-6050 ............ district9@ndala.org

President District 10
Georgia Moore .........C: 701-210-0048 .......... district10@ndala.org

2021-22 Department Officers

A full list that includes mailing addresses is 
available from the Department Office, or may 

be downloaded at  
www.ndala.org/contact-information/

Dates to Remember

Department Poppy 
Poster Winners Named

Fourteen units participated in the Auxiliary 
Poppy Poster Contest and submitted 51 posters. 
Congratulations to the artists below whose posters were 
advanced to the National Poppy Committee for further 
judging. The Department winners in the various classes 
are:

Class I – Grades 2 and 3
Audra Lundby, Grenora
Oliver Lesko, Lamoure
Andrew Miles, Munich

Class II – Grades 4 and 5
Loretta Quam, Washburn
Autumn Brasch, Washburn
Ingrid Hunter, Grenora

Class III – Grades 6 and 7
Brook Livingston, Donnybrook
Ann Obrigewitch, Belfield
Iverson Knott, Page

Class IV – Grades 8 and 9
Shay Burian, Fairchild
Sue Thompson, Hope
Clarence McCormick, Donnybrook

Class V – Grades 10 and 11
Makayla Erickson, Hope

Class VI – Grade 12 
William Erickson, Hope

Class VII – Special Class
Troy Berg, Donnybrook

The Department of North Dakota thanks all 
participants for submitting your artwork. Some of the 
participants posters may be viewed on the Department’s 
website at www.ndala.org/poppies-2/. 

Joan Buske, 
Department Poppy Chairman

Sept 11th - Patriot Day 
(20th Anniversary of the World Trade 
Center attack)

Sept 18th - Air Force Birthday

Sept 18th - POW/MIA Recognition Day

Sept 26th - Gold Star Mothers’ & Families’ 
Day

Oct 13th - Navy’s Birthday

Oct 26th - National Day of the Deployed

Nov 1st - USPS deadline for Military 
Christmas Holiday Mail

Nov 1st - Daylight Saving Time ends

Nov 10th - Marine Corps Birthday

Nov 11th - Veterans Day

November 15-19 – National Education Week

Nov 26th - Thanksgiving

Dec 1st - Wednesday-Gift Shop at the 
VA Hospital in Fargo

Dec 2nd  - Thursday-Gift Shop at the 
ND Veterans Home in Lisbon

Dec 7th - Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

Dec 13th - National Guard Birthday

Dec 18th - National Wreaths Across 
America Day

Learn to save a life
Sanford Health EMS Education

Our qualified, experienced team offers 
a variety of emergency care courses 
for teens, adults, or those looking for a 
career change. For the highest level of 
convenience, the training is offered at 
flexible hours and locations.

Courses include:
  • CPR   • AED Training
  • First Aid   • EMT Classes*
  • ABCs of Babysitting   • Paramedic Training*
  • Pediatric First Aid       *College credit available

Visit sanfordhealthemseducation.org
to learn more.

EMS Education

PLEASE SEE FRONT PAGE 
OF LEGION NEWS FOR THE 
AUXILIARY FALL DISTRICT 

MEETING SCHEDULES
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Greetings from District 1,
I have made it a habit to try and 

attend district meetings throughout my 
47 years of legion membership. I had 
been asked several times to become a 
district officer. My reply was I won’t 
take the job just to fill a slot, I need 
to get to the position in my life where 
I had the time to do a good job as a 
district officer as the position deserves.

Consequently, I observed how 
other commanders conducted their time as a district officer 
and I had time to think of how I would do it differently.

I have sent out surveys to all the Post Commanders in 
my district asking for their input/ideas/any comments they 
want to share with me and the new district vice commander 
to help us guide the First District not only this year but 
into the future. My vice commander is part of the district 
leadership team and would not take the job unless it was 
meaningful in regard to better the legion. We are working 
together for the future of the American legion. We will use 
these surveys in developing a three-year plan for the First 
District’s future.

We have gotten about 40% returned and if we can 
get at least 50% to 60% back, we will have a very good 
understanding of what the overall feelings are in this 
District.  Post commanders please do your best to return 
the survey and help with the future of this District.

Semper Fidelis

Greetings from District 5,
Hello, Legionnaires, Auxiliary 

and SAL members. Hope everyone’s 
summer is going great as we get closer 
to fall. I would like to personally thank 
the 5th District posts for achieving the 
highest membership percentage for 
the state. Let’s all pat ourselves on the 
back for a job well done and continue 
to keep up the hard work and strive 
to do better this year. The 5th District 

received a Letter of Appreciation at the State Convention 
for those efforts so again, I say Thank you. 

I went to the State convention and as always, a great 
time. For those who attended it was great to see you at 
Minot, but I also have to say it’s always a learning 
experience for me. The wealth of knowledge from all the 
Veterans there always provides me with more ideas to use 
in expanding my post and maybe our District. Definitely 
worth going and checking out if you have not. If not the 
State convention how about our District meeting. It’s 
getting close to that time of year again and Bismarck 
Post 1 will be hosting our Fall District meeting. Barring 
any dramatic scheduling changes, we are currently set 
for a 10:30 meeting on Saturday, October 2, 2021, at the 
Bismarck AMVET’s. So, mark your calendars for that date 
and hope to see you there. It would be great if we could 
have Legionnaire representation from all 13 posts in the 
5th District, so it is definitely something to plan for. 

Well, that’s all I have, until we meet at the fall district 
meeting, have a great summer and stay safe.

Greetings from District 3,
First of all, I would like to thank 

you all for choosing me as your new 
District Commander. It will be my 
honor to serve you and I look forward to 
visiting your posts and getting to know 
you all in the coming year. Between 
Jack Volk and I, we plan to visit as 
many posts as possible.

On July 4th, Langdon hosted a 
“Meet and Greet” for the National 

Commander and had a good showing. Thank you to all 
who supported this event.

The Fall District Meeting will be held October 9, 
2021, at the All Vets Club in Jamestown. This will be held 
with District 4. The Social will be at 1600 hours, the meal 
at 1700 hours, and the meeting to follow at 1800 hours. I 
hope to see you all there!

My goals going forward include trying to increase 
membership, building camaraderie among the posts in 
District 3, and to increase local awareness of the American 
Legion and establish a stronger presence in the community.

If anyone has any questions or concerns, I can always 
be reached on my cell phone, 701-305-0275 after 6:00pm 
or email me at xroadsking@live.com.

District Reports      

Dennis Kubischta
1st District Cmdr

Tony Phillips
3rd District Cmdr

Brad Huber
5th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 8,
I am proud and humbled to 

represent the outstanding Veterans 
of our little Southwest corner of the 
Department of North Dakota. Little 
back-ground on myself for those who 
I have not had the opportunity to chat 
with. I spent 21 years in the Air Force 
and retired in 2015, spent 10 years as a 
medic and 11 years as aircrew. Many 

deployments and lots of time away from 
home, but I have photographic evidence 

to prove I set foot on all 7 continents. 
In addition to the 8th District, I’ve held position of 

Commander of Post 151 in Scranton since 2016. My full 
time job as an Advanced Emergency Medical Technician, 
I serve as the Director of Emergency Medical Services 
and Safety Officer for Southwest Healthcare Services in 
Bowman, ND. I am also a member of the Scranton Quick 
Response Unit and Scranton Fire Department. Additionally 
I am an alderman on the Scranton city council. Oh, yeah 
and I squeeze in some quality time with my fiancé Devin 
and her two children Chloe (12) and Jaxon (7) when I 
don’t spread myself so thin. I’m sure that never happens 
to anyone else. 

As COVID-19 restrictions seem to be lifting a bit 
(today anyway) I will make every effort to visit as many 
posts within my district as I am able. At the very least I will 
try my best to keep all of you informed as to the goings on 
in the district and department. ND Department Commander 
Steve Anderson, no relation by the way, has stated he will 
try to make it to every event he can. I would like to make 
the same promise to District 8. Please let me know if you 
have something going on and I will try my best to be there. 

District 8 Fall meeting is set for October 23, 2021, 
with social hour at 5 pm with meeting to start at 6 pm at the 
Dickinson Legion Facility.

Jason Anderson
8th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 9,
District 9 Vice Commander Lucinda Bolyard has 

resigned her position as she has been deployed by the 
ND Army National Guard Mission to the Air Defense 
Artillery in Washington D.C. for 14 months. Subsequently, 
the new duly elected District 9 Commander and the 
Vice Commander both have resigned for personal 
family health issues. Therefore, District 9 is looking for 
someone who would consider stepping up to the roles as 
District 9 Commander and District 9 Vice Commander. 
If you are interested, please contact Thomas P. Ryan at  
tpryan1953@yahoo.com or 701-774-3404.

I am very honored to have been nominated and elected 
at the American Legion Convention, which was held in 
Minot, to serve as the West Region Vice Commander for 
2021 and 2022.

The Consolidated District 6 and District 9 Fall District 
Meeting will be held in White Shield and hosted by Post 
253. 

Please continue to do the American Legion Buddy 
Checks as it is important to make sure other legionnaires 
are well, mentally and physically.  The training session for 
Buddy Checks can be seen on legion.org/training/training-
Tuesdays. It focuses on the who, what, where, when and 
why of the checks and the strategic objective of taking care 
of our fellow veterans.

 Enjoy the rest of the summer and stay safe and healthy.
Thomas P. Ryan, West Region Vice Cmdr

Greetings from District 6,
I hope all of you have had a 

good summer even with the lack of 
much needed rain. I want to thank 
our former Department Commander 
Ken Wiederholt for being our 
guest speaker on Memorial Day in 
Sherwood. Everyone enjoyed meeting 
Commander Ken. He was asked to give 
a welcome greeting to our comrades 

from Canada at the Canadian Border prior to the color 
barriers exchanging the colors of our two great nations. 
Commander Ken also was one of the wreath layers at the 
tomb of the unknown soldier at the cemetery along with 
Auxiliary member Rose Brown.

On the 10th of July I was honored to be in White Shield 
to attend their Legion meeting and to swear in their newly 
elected post officers. I was asked by the post members 
to stay and observe the opening ceremonies of their Pow 
Wow that afternoon. I was surprised when they asked me to 
carry the American Flag in the opening ceremony parade. 
This experience is something that I will never forget. 
Commander Steve Anderson and I have been asked to be 
guests of White Shield at the United Tribes Pow Wow in 
Bismarck in September.

I am looking forward to meeting with all the Legion 
posts in my district in the upcoming year. 

Have a great Labor Day holiday to everyone.

Allan Magnuson
6th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 4,
Hello again!! It has been a while, 

but I am back as your 4th District 
Commander, and I hope to do more 
this term than my last time as District 
Commander.

This summer I stopped by 
Sanborn, ND, and they had put up a 
beautiful military monument and had it 
dedicated in July. It is really something 
to see if you are passing by the Sanborn 

exit.  
I also took in the American Legion Class A Baseball 

Tournament held in Jamestown. I have to say it was really 
entertaining and I am looking forward to attending more 
games.

So, with the ball in action, District 4 and District 3 
will be having their fall meeting in Jamestown on October 
9, 2021. You will be receiving letters in the mail about the 
meeting and to let Jamestown Post know how many will 
be attending. If you do not get a letter, please contact me. 
Due to COVID, we have not been meeting so we will have 
to catch up on a few items and Department Commander 
Steve Anderson will be present. I would like to see more of 
District 4 Legionnaires in attendance.

Again, it is time for some of the Posts to start their 
monthly meetings. I would like to visit more Posts than 
I did in the past. Please let me know when you have a 
meeting and which meeting is best for me to attend. We 
will be in touch.

Hope to see you in October in Jamestown.

Douglas Wittmier
4th District Cmdr

Eide Bailly is proud to support our 
men and women in uniform, both 
past and present. We thank them 
for their service.

INSPIRED BY 
OUR TROOPS

eidebailly.com

North Dakota
VFW Post 1874
and AUXILIARY
Grand Forks, ND

(701) 330-5251
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting. 
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”

Fargo – Post #2
Miller, Thomas ..................................... 02/28/2021
Peterson, Joe ....................................... 08/31/2020
Loritz, Harold .........................               02/26/2021 

Hillsboro – Post #4
Smith, Milfred ................................ Unknown DOD

Grand Forks – Post #6
Couchigian, Jacob .............................. 11/18/2020
Derrick, Richard ................................... 07/11/2021
Krenzel, Anthony ................................. 06/08/2021
Norton, Robert ..................................... 06/02/2021
Rosholt, Melvin .................................... 10/09/2019
Sersland, Conrad ................................. 11/07/2019

Mayville – Post #8
Carpenter, Skye ............................. Unknown DOD

Ray – Post #9
Hickel, Elroy D. .................................... 06/26/2021
Nehring, Alden ..................................... 08/08/2021

Cavalier – Post #11
Kemp, Douglas .............................. Unknown DOD 

Jamestown – Post #14
Walsh, Gerald ...................................... 02/02/2021 
Miller, Frederick ............................. Unknown DOD
Szarkowski, Dick ........................... Unknown DOD
Vollrath, Gary ....................................... 06/13/2021

Casselton – Post #15
Bartholomay, Duane ...................... Unknown DOD

Hope – Post #18
Burchill, Duane .................................... 06/25/2021
Richards, Loren ................................... 07/29/2021
Anderson, Donald ................................ 07/18/2021

Wahpeton – Post #20
Singleman, Robert ............................... 05/15/2021

Rugby – Post #23
Fjellanger, Larry ................................... 07/22/2021
Heintz, Christ ....................................... 06/28/2021

Devils Lake – Post #24
Kjorsvik, David ..................................... 06/22/2020

Carrington – Post #25
Ringerud, Olaf ................................ Unknown DOD

Minot – Post #26
Mertz, Ray ............................................ 11/04/2020
Roloff, Herman ..................................... 05/12/2021
Schnelbach, Walter ............................. 04/10/2021
Vannett, Loren ...................................... 06/10/2021
Wunderlich, Eugene ............................ 06/15/2021
Latimer, Lowell ..................................... 08/12/2021

Harvey – Post #28
Muscha, Benedict ............................... 07/13/2021

New Rockford – Post #30
Grace, Kim ........................................... 05/26/2021

Fessenden – Post #33
Eaton, Leonard .............................. Unknown DOD
Fix, Norbert .................................... Unknown DOD

Oakes – Squadron #36
Seavert, Mike ................................. Unknown DOD

Cogswell – Post #38  
Schreiner, Alfred .................................. 06/01/2021

Grafton – Post #41
Ensrude, Paul ...................................... 06/05/2021

Bottineau – Post #42
Lunde, Lyle D. ................................ Unknown DOD

Ashley – Post #53
Brosz, Ronald ...........................................12/20/20

Kulm – Post #57
Braun, Robert ................................ Unknown DOD
Hauff, Myron .................................. Unknown DOD

Brocket – Post #61
Eidness, Steven ............................. Unknown DOD

Wing – Post #65
Thompson, Roger .......................... Unknown DOD

New England – Post #66
Farber, LeRoy ................................ Unknown DOD
Schmidt, Leslie .............................. Unknown DOD

Flasher – Post #69
Clark, Gordon ................................ Unknown DOD
Koch, Blasé .................................... Unknown DOD

Hatton – Post #70
Dokken, Curtis ............................... Unknown DOD

Mott – Post #71
Dschark,Ruben .............................. Unknown DOD

Napoleon – Post #72
Bitz, Willie ...................................... Unknown DOD
Schwartzenberge, Jerome ............ Unknown DOD

Forman – Post #82
Anderson, Neil ..................................... 02/06/2021
Fauss, Donald ...................................... 06/09/2021

Center – Post #90
Berger, Yatsin ................................. Unknown DOD

New Salem – Post #91
Jebb, William ................................. Unknown DOD
Opp, Ingram ................................... Unknown DOD

Larimore – Post #97
Bratlie,Gary .................................... Unknown DOD

Langdon – Post #98
Lorenz, Richard ................................... 04/30/2021

Ryder – Post #99
Hagen, Gary ................................... Unknown DOD

Willow City – Post #112
Block, Darrell ................................. Unknown DOD

Plaza – Post #119
Edwards, Orlien ............................. Unknown DOD

Maddock – Post #123
Hunter, Robert ..................................... 05/08/2021

McClusky – Post #124
Lauer, Lloyd ......................................... 12/01/2020

Milnor – Post #148
Odegard, Curtis ............................. Unknown DOD

Edinburg – Post #156
Axvig, Allyn .......................................... 03/02/2021
Nygard, Wayne .................................... 05/10/2021
Otto, James ................................... Unknown DOD

Lankin – Post #157
Ward, Lawrence ............................. Unknown DOD

McHenry – Post #160
Anderson, Dennis ......................................04/2020 
Wolff, LeRoy .................................. Unknown DOD
Ronholm, Roy ...................................... 07/01/2021

Tolna – Post #162
Twedt, Gordon ..................................... 07/12/2021

Walcott – Post #166
Larson, Lemar ................................ Unknown DOD
Kragness, Vernon .......................... Unknown DOD
Myhre, Wesley ............................... Unknown DOD

St. Thomas – Post #168
Oby, John ....................................... Unknown DOD

Berthold – Post #171
Robinson, Richard ............................... 06/25/2021
Schweitzer, Leroy .......................... Unknown DOD

Richardton – Post #180
Steckler, William .................................. 07/06/2021

Rolette – Post #194
Johnson, David .............................. Unknown DOD
Rahn, Lee ....................................... Unknown DOD

Galesburg – Post #210
Brenna, Leroy ...................................... 04/22/2021

Sherwood – Post #213
Trout, Paul ............................................ 06/30/2021

Sheldon – Post #221
Lebus, Ronald ................................ Unknown DOD

Rolla – Post #235
Bertsch, Lee ................................... Unknown DOD
Johnston, Sayles ................................. 07/19/2021
Reese, David .................................. Unknown DOD
Mongeon, Douglas ........................ Unknown DOD

Wimbledon – Post #236
Anderson, Vernon .......................... Unknown DOD

Medina – Post #245
Dockter, Marvin ................................... 03/12/2021

Gackle – Post #250
Miller, Norman ...................................... 07/16/2021

Forest River – Post #251
Knudson, Randolph ............................. 12/27/2020

Benedict – Post #292
Schmidt, Wilbert ............................ Unknown DOD

Cayuga – Post #294
Kratcha, Emery .............................. Unknown DOD

Harwood – Post #297
Wollmann, Ralph ................................. 07/01/2021

Newburg – Post #302
Blada, Marvin ................................. Unknown DOD

West Fargo – Post #308
Ellefson, Wayne ............................. Unknown DOD

7101 County Road 15 West, Minot, ND
(701) 858-0312 Pro Shop
(701) 852-5502 Bar/Grille

18 Holes • Pro Shop

PGA Professional Practice Range
Cart & Club Rentals • Golf Lessons • Full Bar/Grille

Electric Utilities • Ground Source Heat • Pump Sales & Service

4111 State Street • Bismarck, ND
(701) 223-1513 • Fax (701) 223-1557

PA INT ING CONTR ACTOR
PO BOX  948  FARGO

(701)  282-9225

QUALITY ON TAP
Serving Rural Residents of Stutsman, Foster, 

Logan, Griggs and LaMoure Counties

1812 Hwy. 281 North, Jamestown, ND 58401
(701) 252-7727

srwdistrict@daktel.com

Ask about our military discount!
www.gooseneckimp.com
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Damian Huettl, Class AA Commissioner, MVP Anthony 
Villanueva West Fargo and Russ Kroshus, Dept Athletic 

Chairman

Class A MVP Jacoby Nold, Jamestown and presented by 
Tournament Manager Brad Nold

MVP Anthony Hanson of LaMoure with Steve Anderson 
Legion Department Commander.

2021 NORTH DAKOTA LEGION BASEBALL

2021 BASEBALL 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Congratulations to Calvin Clasen of the Post 
#2 Jets American Legion Baseball Team. Calvin is 
the North Dakota recipient of the 2021 American 
Legion baseball scholarship and will receive $500 
on the Department level. Calvin’s application 
has been forwarded to National Headquarters 
for consideration for The American Legion All-
Academic Team scholarship, sponsored by Diamond 
Sports – the official baseball for American Legion 
Baseball tournaments. Nine players will be selected 
from the 50 state winners and will receive additional 
scholarship funds. Eight players will receive a $2,500 
scholarship for being selected a member of the All-
Academic Team and a ninth player the “Captain” 
of the All-Academic Team will receive a $5,000 
scholarship.

3020 Energy Drive, Dickinson ND 58601
(701) 456-9184 • (800) 932-8740

sales@fisherind.com • www.fisherind.com

• Custom Fabrication
• Aggregate Processing 
  Equipment
• Steel Service Center
• Electric & Hand Tools
• Fasteners

• Sand / Gravel
• Landscaping Gravel
• Commercial Crushing
• General Highway
   Construction

Souris Basin
Public Transportation

Open to the Public
701-839-7433 • 800-927-8318

After Hours & Weekends 701-833-1881

P.O. Box 2211
805 31st Street SE, Minot, ND 58701

Visit our website at: 
www.sourisbasintransit.com

2021 Class A State Champions, Wahpeton

2021 Class AA State Champions, West Fargo

LaMoure Post 19 Class B Champions. Legion members in photo Rodney Kadlec, District 5 Legion Baseball Rep, Steve Frojen 
Oakes Post 36 Baseball Manager, Matt Hebl District 7 Legion Baseball Rep and Steve Anderson Legion Department Cmdr.

Since 1945, the American Legion Baseball program has presented an 
American Legion Baseball Slugger trophy annually to the player compiling 
the highest batting average during national competition; a minimum of 12 
plate appearances is required in both Region and World Series competition.

The 2021 American Legion Baseball Slugger Award goes to Kobe 
Senn from Fargo, ND, Post 400, who compiled a .542 batting average in 
national competition.

Fargo Post 400 Stars won the 2021 Central Plains American Legion 
Baseball Tournament and advanced to the 2021 American Legion World 
Series in Shelby, NC.

Post 400 secured a spot in the 2021 Central Plains American Legion 
Baseball Tournament by placing 2nd in the 2021 North Dakota American 
Legion Baseball Class AA State Tournament. 

Post 400 Stars defeated Hopkins, MN, in their first game 1-0, defeated 
Sioux Falls Post 15, 6-5.  In their second game they defeated Renner, SD, 
5-0 and in their third game, thus guaranteeing a spot in the championship 
game on Sunday August 8th.  They lost to De Pere, WI, on Saturday 13-0 and 
defeated Hopkins, MN, on Sunday 11-1 to claim the 2021 Central Plains 
American Legion Baseball Tournament
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(701) 852-1491

For your safety and the safety
of others... call before you dig!

Know what’s below.
      Call before you dig.

American Legion Florence Kimball Post #7 of Lisbon, 
ND, has two major fundraising events throughout the 
school year. Post 7 members sell concessions during the 
football season and during the Spring Track season. In 
all, veterans serve concessions four times during the fall 
football season home schedule and four times during the 
track season. Working in partnership with the local school 
and other organizations, Post 7 is able to raise their annual 
budget to approximately 6-7 thousand dollars annually. 
The biggest benefit to the sale of concessions is showing 
the public that the local American Legion is visibly active 
in the community. Post dollars are used to fund Boys and 
Girls State, Legion baseball, the school music department, 
and any other child-oriented community activity.

Other fundraising events include the Veteran’s Day 
pancake and sausage feed, held annually on the grounds 
of the beautiful ND Veteran’s Home. Legion members 
readily answer the request for Honor Guard Funerals for 
all deceased veterans. American Legion members lead the 
annual Memorial Day parade down main street each year 
with ceremonies at the north bridge and at the cemetery. 
Post 7 had been shut out of their regular meeting place at 
the ND Veterans Home because of covid issues but hope 
to return this fall and into 2022 utilizing the on-campus 
gazebo building. 

Bill Henderson, Florence Kimball 
Post 7 commander
Lisbon, ND

Thor Vatsvick Post 169, Sharon, ND, dedicated their Veteran’s Memorial at the town’s 125th Centennial Celebration on 
July 10, 2021. The granite slabs contain the names of over 300 men who served from the Sharon area. Names date back to 
WWI and the Post was chartered in 1920. The Post is named after Thor Vatsvick, a Norwegian immigrant who was killed 
in France in 1918 the only casualty in WWI from the Sharon area.

Quilts of Valor presentation held in Hebron May 30, 
2021.  The Quilts were made and presented by members of 
the Loose Threads Quilt Guild.

Members of Henry Biffart Post 100 receiving quilts.
Back row Left to Right:  Bruce Jaeger, Duane Opp, Harvey 
Tibor, Gregory Kitzan, Lynn Underdahl, Jacob Elmer, 
Dennis Reich, Richard Wiege, Roy Wiege, Raymond 
Wiege, Lyle Arthaud

Front row Left to Right:  Lester Mutschelknaus, 
Joseph (Fred) Barth

American Legion Post 14 Color Guard presenting the Colors on July 29th at the ND American Legion Class A tournament 
held at the Jack Brown Stadium on July 29 - August 2, 2021.

The Lakota American Legion Post #21 hosted Legion and Auxiliary members from the Brocket and Michigan Legion for a 
steak fry at the Golf Course in Lakota.

One Hundred 
sixty-five plus United 
States flags were retired 
at a Flag Retirement 
Ceremony held Sunday, 
June 13th at the Larimore 
Veterans Memorial. The 
following Legionnaires 
from American Legion 
Post #97 participated 
in the ceremony: Post 
Commander Jay Nesdahl, 
1st Vice Commander Cliff 
Ludwig, Sgt at Arms 
Ray Fegter, Chaplain 
Mark Williamson, Post 
Adjutant Albert Tuma, 

Representing the Legion Riders, John Waters and East 
Region Vice Commander Skip Nesdahl. The Legion plans 
to hold this ceremony again next year on Flag Day, June 14th. 

Top Photo: Left to right: By Veterans Memorial: John 
Waters, Albert Tuma, Cliff Ludwig, Mark Williamson, Skip 
Nesdahl, Jay Nesdahl and Ray Fegter

Bottom Photo: Left to right:  Mark Williamson, Cliff 
Ludwig, Jay Nesdahl, Skip Nesdahl, Ray Fegter, Albert 
Tuma and John Waters.

444 Sheyenne Street, Suite 102
P O Box 458 • West Fargo ND 58078-0458

(701) 282-3249 • FAX (701) 282-0825
www.ohnstadlaw.com

Best wishes American Legion, 
thank you for all you do and for your support.

Senator Curt Kreun
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AFFORDABLE, SECURE 360° VIEW OF YOUR PROPERTY

HOME AND BUSINESS SURVEILLANCE

WATCH

Brought to you by the same company that
 brings you local sports, live statewide:

888.475.2361
bek.coop

BEK Watch cameras give you 24/7 surveillance of 
your buildings and your entire property.

View live video and surveillance history from 
anywhere using our secure mobile app.

SPORTS

Carrington — Cavalier
Devils Lake — Langdon

Rolla — Rugby — Valley City (2)

By SUE SITTER
Staff Writer
ssitter@thepiercecountytribune.com
Downstairs in the Rugby Veterans Memorial Hall, the 

dining room ceiling is slowly changing from an expanse 
of blank white tiles to a space dedicated to honor Pierce 
County veterans.

A two foot by four-foot rectangle showing the name of 
a soldier, sailor, Marine or airman will eventually replace 
each plain ceiling tile. Each tribute tile will show the name 
of a soldier, sailor, Marine or airman, his or her rank at 
discharge, years of service and medals received. The tiles 
also feature emblems from the American Legion, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars or Disabled American Veterans, if the 
honoree was a member of any of those organizations.

Clarence Larson American Legion Post 23 Commander 
John Gustafson said 28 tiles are on the ceiling so far.  
“We’ve got more on order and we hope we generate a little 
more interest in this,” he said.

Gustafson said he hoped to highlight the memorial 
tiles at a public event later this year. “We might wait until 
Memorial Day if we have an actual in-person program.  
We’re hoping we can get something done before then, but 
we’ll wait and see,” he added.

Ron Montonye, veterans service officer for Pierce 
County, said the honors are available to any honorably 
discharged veteran “with a connection to Pierce County.”  

In a Feb. 2, 2020 column for the Tribune, Montonye 
said connections “would include a connection through 
birth, being raised in Pierce County, was inducted into the 
service while a resident of Pierce County or is, or at one 
time was, a resident of Pierce County.”

“The veteran can be living or deceased,” Montonye 
wrote, adding, “This is an ongoing project. There is no 
deadline when to apply.”

Montonye and Gustafson said Dale Niewoehner, 
owner of Niewoehner Funeral Home, has helped the tile 
project “quite a bit.”

“With families I serve and other people I know, I tell 
them about it and hope they’ll participate in the project, 
because it’s a worthwhile thing and these people need to 
be remembered,” Niewoehner said. “This is an excellent 
way to do that.” One ceiling tile honors Niewoehner’s late 
father-in-law, John Jelsing. “He died when Marilyn was in 
high school yet, so I never met him,” Niewoehner said.

Jelsing had served as a guard stateside in a P.O.W. 
camp during World War II.

“It was in Montana,” Niewoehner said of his father-in-
law’s service guarding German prisoners of war. “After the 
war, some of these guys wrote letters to him thanking him 
for being so nice to them.”

Niewoehner said the letters were written in English 
when the released prisoners were in England waiting for 
repatriation to Germany. “Marilyn’s got three or four letters 
from these guys saying he was nice and kind to them.  
They were just soldiers,” Niewoehner added. “I think they 
helped combine and everything (in Montana). It was really 
interesting reading letters from these guys.”

One ceiling tile honors a private first class serving in 
World War I. The majority of the tiles list the names of 
World War II and Korea veterans. Montonye said no one 
has dedicated a tile to a Gulf War veteran yet.

Gustafson said honorees don’t have to be members of 
the American Legion, VFW, DAV or any organization to 
receive a tile; the only requirement is they must be veterans 
with a connection to Pierce County.

Montonye said family or friends of veterans may 
sponsor a tile, produced by Midwest Graphic, Anamoose, 
for $200. Sponsors must complete an application along 
with a check and a “copy of the veteran’s official discharge 
certificate,” known as a DD214.  

“Using the DD214 will ensure the tile information is 
accurate as to the veteran’s military service,” Montonye 
noted in his Feb. 2020 column.

“Clarence Larson American Legion Post #23 and our 
local Sons of the American Legion Chapter hopes this 

project will be a success, as it is just another permanent 
way to express our appreciation and gratitude for the 
sacrifice made by our local veterans, both past and present,” 
Montonye wrote.

Montonye said he is available to answer questions 
about the tile project for those wishing to sponsor a vet at 
776-5358.

Sue Sitter/PCT
From left, Pierce County Veterans Service Officer Ron Montonye, 
Clarence Larson American Legion Post #23 Commander John 
Gustafson and Dale Niewoehner hold a ceiling tile dedicated to 
Donald Monger, a veteran of World War II.  Some of the ceiling tiles 
honoring other Pierce County vets are shown overhead.

Veterans Honored in Unique Way at Memorial Hall

left to right: Dan Stenvold, Park River Mayor, Duane Kram, Post 
Commander, Paul Daley, Post Adjutant,
Jim Mosolf, Post Finance Officer, Roger Johnson, Gary Greicar, 
Andy Anderson and Vern Houser, Post Sergeant at Arms.

Park River New Sign The Bottineau 
American Legion 
Post 42 donates 
a groomer to the 
Botno Rodeo 
Club to enhance 
the ground of the 
Rodeo Grounds 
for competition. 
This has been a 
long-term goal 
for the Rodeo to have properly prepared Rodeo Grounds for 
Safety and for Competition. The Rodeo Club is excited about 
this groomer, and it is serving for what it was intended for and 
doing a great job. Come attend the next Rodeo and see this 
magnificent piece of equipment in operation. 

Photo L to R : Barb Waagen - Botno Rodeo, Harley 
Getzlaff , American Legion, Robyn Bowers - Botno Rodeo, 
Art Lund. - 1st Vice American Legion Post 42, Chris Dubois, 
Rodeo Club, Melanie Bowers, Rodeo Club.  

SUBMITTED BY A VETERAN

Devils Lake American Legion Tim Running Post 
#24 had their Poker Tournament on July 23, 24, 25, 2021. 
Presenting the $3,500 cash to the winner Wade Schlecht is 
Post Commander Jack Volk, Legionnaires Gary Ertmann 
and Conrad Schell.
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stroh
architects i interiors

$2.00 off any purchase of $15.00 or more.
Excludes sale items • $15.00 is pre-tax

Just east of Cashwise, under the big yellow liquor sign

1404 33rd St. S. Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 232-7988 • Fax: (701) 237-9138
Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers

Connected
We’re proud to be part of the communities 
we serve. We value our customers and our 
relationships. And we’re dedicated to the 
growth and success of this region as we 
mindfully ensure a vital, connected future.

Anna Spivey - 2019 Legionnaire of the Year Bryce Crosby - Commander’s Award Duane Wamre - 2020 Distinguished Service Award

Gary Decker - Firefighter of the Year Ronald Montonye - 2020 Legionnaire of the Year Tilman Hovland - 2021 Distinguished Service Award

Boys and Girls State Governors Cmdr Anderson and Past Cmdr Wiederholt National Vice Commander Feuerbach

Winner of Auction Lance Renville

Department Convention Highlights

Commander Wiederholt’s Outgoing Officers

Hal Parker Post #79 in Cando is hosting a homecoming for the newly elected Department Commander Steve Anderson 
on September 25, 2021, at the Devils Lake VFW.  The social will start at 3:00 pm followed by a banquet at 5:00 pm.  Banquet 
tickets are available to purchase in advance for $15 by September 13, 2021.  Tickets will be available at the door for $20.

Hotel rooms are available at the Fireside Inn and Suites.  Please call the hotel at 701-662-6760 and ask for the American 
Legion room rate of $85.99.  The Fireside Inn and Suites will provide transportation between the VFW and the hotel.

Menu:  Meatballs, mashed potatoes, corn and a dinner roll.

Name __________________________

Number of Tickets ________ x $15 = $___________   

Advanced ticket price is $15 if received by September 13, 2021
Tickets will NOT be mailed out in advance.
Please mail this form along with payment
To the ND American Legion at:
American Legion Department of North Dakota 
PO Box 5057 
West Fargo, ND 58078

Best Wishes American Legion!
Senator Terry M. Wanzek

Paid for by Terry Wanzek

Commander Steve Anderson Homecoming


